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You know the story but I repeat it briefly to set the stage for the sermon.  In 1871, Horatio
Spafford and his wife, Anna, were living comfortably with their four young daughters in
Chicago. In that year the great fire broke out and devastated the entire city, and with it most
of Spafford’s earthly wealth.  Two years later the family decided to vacation in Europe. 

At the last moment Horatio was detained by business, and Anna and the girls went on ahead,
but the liner on which they sailed was rammed by a British vessel and sank within minutes.
Anna was picked up unconscious on a floating spar, but the four children had drowned.

Sailing to Europe to be with his wife, he penned the powerful song Brenda and Brenna sang. 
They had other children and then lost a 3 year old son to Scarlet Fever.  They were not
strangers to  grief, which adds to the impact of the words.

It is easy when we are in a safe place, surrounded by amicable people, living in comfort and
ease to say, with Robert Browning, “God’s in His heaven; All’s right with the world!”
  
But it is altogether a different thing to say that when our world comes crashing down all
around us.  When that happens, and we feel like throwing a pity party, let’s remember the
veteran who was, and is today, denied those warm and happy things.  Let us recall that
soldier in Afghanistan who travels down a dusty road never knowing when the next IED will
detonate.  Christians are soldiers for Jesus Christ.  The faith seen in the song is an example
of the faith needed to be a good soldier for Christ.

But first, Paul has instruction for Timothy, and for us, as to how to conduct ourselves as
Christian Soldiers: “You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.
The things which you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, entrust these
to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.  Suffer hardship with me, as a good
soldier of Christ Jesus.  No soldier in active service entangles himself in the affairs of
everyday life, so that he may please the one who enlisted him as a soldier.”  2 Timothy 2:1-4
(NASB).

I. A GOOD SOLDIER SUFFERS HARDSHIPS WITH COURAGE:
A. “Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus.”

1. The good soldier remembers that war is no Sunday School picnic and sees death
and suffering in every engagement with the enemy. 

2. He or she has learned to face that suffering with courage.



B. We are not on a battle field but there is suffering all around us and in each of our
own lives.  A good soldier doesn’t turn tail and go A.W.O.L.  Instead the soldier can
say with Spafford, 

“When peace like a river, attendeth my way,
When sorrows like sea billows roll;

Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say,
It is well, it is well, with my soul.”

C. Pay attention to the words, “Thou hast taught me.”  Just as a soldier is taught to be
a good soldier, so we need to learn how to face whatever comes our way with
courage that  is born of faith.
1. We learn to face trouble best by just facing it.  

a. Don’t hide from it, or ignore it, or place blame for it.
b. Accept what you cannot change and face it with courage.

2. We learn by observing the courage of others who suffer.
a. I’ll give an example – look at and spend time with Dick Berry or Gary Hart,

or any of many others we have known.
b. The authenticity of their faith while suffering is instructive!

3. We learn by recalling how God has helped us in the past.
a. There have been things I anticipated with dread only to find that with God’s

help, I survived.
b. What has He done for you? 

D. Our bodies might fare poorly, our pain and hurt might be unmitigated – but that
which is within us can say, “It is well.”
1. King David put it this way, “ Bless the LORD, O my soul, And all that is within

me, bless His holy name.  Bless the LORD, O my soul, And forget none of His
benefits;  Who pardons all your iniquities, Who heals all your diseases;  Who
redeems your life from the pit, Who crowns you with loving-kindness and
compassion;  Who satisfies your years with good things, So that your youth is
renewed like the eagle.” Psalm 103:1-5 (NASB).

2. Consider Job in his suffering.  He said, “The LORD gave and the LORD has
taken away. Blessed be the name of the LORD.”  Through all this Job did not sin
nor did he blame God.  Job 1:21-22 (NASB).

E. Let me tell you about one soldier who showed courage to risk suffering for his
faith.  General Von Zealand was a devout Christian but King Frederick the Great
was an agnostic. 

During a festive gathering the king began making crude jokes about Christ until
everyone was rocking with laughter--all but Von Zealand. Finally, he arose and said:
“Sire, you know I have not feared death. I have fought and won 38 battles for you.
I am an old man; I shall soon have to go into the presence of One greater than you,
the mighty God who saved me from my sin, the Lord Jesus Christ whom you are
blaspheming. I salute you, sire, as an old man who loves his Savior, on the edge of
eternity.” 



The place went silent, and the king replied, “General Von Zealand--I beg your
pardon! I beg your pardon!” And with that the party quietly ended.  A soldier had
faced trouble with courage born of faith. 

A GOOD SOLDIER SUFFERS HARDSHIPS WITH COURAGE:

II. A GOOD SOLDIER SEEKS TO PLEASE THE COMMANDER:
A. Paul told Timothy, “No soldier in active service entangles himself in the affairs of

everyday life, so that he may please the one who enlisted him as a soldier.” 
1. This not “apple polishing” but a willing deference to higher rank.
2. In reference to Jesus, John the Baptist said to those who came seeking baptism,

“He must increase, but I must decrease.”  John 3:30 (NASB).
B. It is a human tendency to want to be given pleasure.  Being pleased is better than a

poke in the eye any day.
1. But if we please God we will be blessed and therefore we will also be pleased.

a. So, with Paul let us “have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be
pleasing to Him.”  2 Corinthians 5:9 (NASB).

b. And if we please God it doesn’t matter who else is displeased.  As Paul wrote,
“We speak, not as pleasing men, but God who examines our hearts.”  1
Thessalonians 2:3-4 (NASB) 

2. David said, “Teach me to do Your will, For You are my God; Let Your good
Spirit lead me on level ground.”  Psalm 143:10 (NASB).

3. David Hocking made this list of ways to please God:
a. By exalting Jesus Christ, His Son.
b. By proclaiming the message of the cross.
c. By believing in God and his promises.
d. By asking for wisdom.
e. By staying away from sexual sin.
f. By sharing the gospel with unbelievers.
g. By giving to others in time of need.
h. By submitting to authority.
i. By praising God for all things.

C. It should be of highest importance to please God.  But, no matter how good a soldier is, there will
be lapses in the performance of duty. Sometimes we as Christ’s soldiers fail to please Him.  We
fall short; we don’t measure  up to His expectations; we fail Him; we sin.   
1. This fits us all.  Solomon asked, “Who can say, ‘I have cleansed my heart, I am pure from my

sin’?”  Proverbs 20:9 (NASB).
2. Paul states it more bluntly, “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  Romans

3:23 (NASB).
D. So, what’s to be done when we fail in duth and the Commander is displeased?

1. Sometimes malfeasance in the military means demotion or dishonorable discharge and it has
meant death.  By way of illustration: Mickey Hayman, an elderly lady from Klamath Falls,
learned that the hard way.  She was a mechanic in the army and had worked on an MP’s



motorcycle.  An officer caught her driving it over 100 mph.  “What do you think you are
doing?” he asked.  “Road testing it.”  She lost her stripes.

2. Our God is not in the business of de-striping or discharging us.   He forgives!
a. “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse

us from all unrighteousness.”  1 John 1:9 (NASB).
b. As the song said,  

“My sin, oh, the bliss of this glorious thought!
My sin, not in part but the whole,

Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more,
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!”

E. Let His mercy motivate us to please God because He is the one we need to please. When John
was a little boy, a couple of teens in the church said they’d give him a dollar if he’d streak across
the platform just as I got up to preach.  His answer was emphatic and wise: “No!  My Daddy
would spank me!”  He knew whom to please!

A GOOD SOLDIER SEEKS TO PLEASE THE COMMANDER:

III. A GOOD SOLDIER SHUNS MUNDANE COMPLICATIONS :
A. “No soldier in active service entangles himself in the affairs of everyday life, so that he may

please the one who enlisted him as a soldier.”  Not entangled but separated from the world.  By
that:
1. I by no means mean to have no involvement in it, or with unbelievers because then we would

be unable to fulfill the great commission of making and baptizing disciples.
2. I by no means mean to sell everything we have and live in a leaky old cabin in the woods or

under a bridge somewhere.
3. I mean that we are not to be enamored, entrapped, or controlled, or misled by the world.
4. I mean that we are to disallow the world’s mores, values, infidelities and godlessness to

influence us.
5. I mean not becoming so tied up in even good things that we are so busy and occupied that we

neglect God!
B. Here’s God’s word on that: 

1. “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing  of your mind, so
that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.”
Romans 12:2 (NASB).

2. And Paul wrote, “Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  Set your mind on the things above,
not on the things that are on earth.  For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in
God.”  Colossians 3:1-3 (NASB). 

C. Don’t let the world and its offerings allure you, deceive you, entrap you and ultimately destroy
you! 

D. We are in the world but we are not of the world.  We are sojourners with a citizenship in heaven! 
And well might we say with Spafford,



“And Lord, haste the day when the faith shall be sight,
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll;

The trump shall resound, and the Lord shall descend,
Even so, it is well with my soul.”

E. During WWI Donald Barnhouse, led soldier to the Lord. The young man immediately began
professing Christ before the other soldiers.ompany. The war ended and he was to return home. 
He talked to Barnhouse about a fear that he might slip back into his old habits and become
entangled with the world. Barnhouse told him that if he was careful to make public confession
of his faith in Christ, he would not have to worry. He would not have to give improper friends
up. They would give him up.

The soldier went home and he met a girl whom he had known socially. She was delighted to see
him and asked how he was doing. He told her, "The greatest thing that could possibly happen to
me has happened." "You're engaged to be married," she exclaimed. "No," he told her. "It's even
better than that. I've taken the Lord Jesus Christ as my Savior." The girl mumbled a few polite
words and went on her way. Awhile later he met a man whom he knew. "It's good to see you
back," the man declared. "We'll have some great parties now that you've returned." "I've just
become a Christian," the soldier said. Again it was a case of a quick change of conversation.
After this word got around, some of his friends stopped seeing him. He had become peculiar,
religious, and -- maybe crazy!. The same confession that had aligned him with Christ had
separated him from those who did not want Jesus Christ as Savior and who, in fact, did not even
want to hear about Him.

To be a veteran for Jesus, we need to be willing to suffer, to live for the satisfaction of our Lord, and
to shun the entangling influence of the world,

This is a moment for reflection, decision and dedication.  Who will we serve?  Whop will we please? 
Who will we obey?  Who will we follow?  

As we sing, each of us must make that decision.  It begins with trusting Jesus.  PRAY / INVITE


