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Here it is – Father’s Day and it’s another of those days that are gender specific.  It is easier
to rectify this for Father’s Day than for Mother’s Day, since we have a Heavenly Father to
turn to for inspiration and help for folk of all genders.

Male or female, if you know Jesus, God is your Father on Father’s Day – and every day! 
I want to talk about the Father’s Love and how it works for our benefit in everyday life.

First, let’s hear from David: “The steps of a man are established by the Lord, And He
delights in his way.  When he falls, he will not be hurled headlong,  Because the Lord is the
One who holds his hand.  I have been young and now I am old, Yet I have not seen the
righteous forsaken Or his descendants begging bread.  All day long he is gracious and lends,
And his descendants are a blessing.”  Psalms 37:23-26 (NASB). What does that reveal about
our Father?  How does it show His love?

I. OUR FATHER KNOWS WE ARE WEAK AND THAT WE STUMBLE: 
A. “The steps of a man are established by the Lord, And He delights in his way.  When

he falls, he will not be hurled headlong.”
1. David wrote “ For He Himself knows our frame; He is mindful that we are but

dust.  As for man, his days are like grass; As a flower of the field, so he
flourishes.  When the wind has passed over it, it is no more, And its place
acknowledges it no longer.  But the lovingkindness of the LORD is from
everlasting to everlasting on those who fear Him, And His righteousness to
children's children,  To those who keep His covenant And remember His precepts
to do them.” Psalm 103:14-18 (NASB).

2. Concerning rebellious Israel we read, “But He, being compassionate, forgave
their iniquity and did not destroy them; And often He restrained His anger And
did not arouse all His wrath.  Thus He remembered that they were but flesh, A
wind that passes and does not return.”  Psalm 78:38-39 (NASB).

B. We stumble
1. When we rely on our own capabilities.
2. When we follow our own desires.
3. When we take our eyes off Jesus.
4. When we carry needless hinderances (good things out of proportion).
5. When we indulge in sin.

C. The Bible tells us how to keep from stumbling:
1. Love God’s Word: “Those who love Your law have great peace, And nothing

causes them to stumble.”  Psalm 119:165 (NASB).
2. Be cautious and discerning.  “My child, don’t lose sight of common sense and



discernment. Hang on to them, for they will refresh your soul. They are like
jewels on a necklace.  They keep you safe on your way, and your feet will not
stumble.”  Proverbs 3:21-23 (NLT).

3. Keep God in first place!  “For My people have forgotten Me, They burn incense
to worthless gods And they have stumbled from their ways, From the ancient
paths, To walk in bypaths, Not on a highway.” Jeremiah 18:15 (NASB).

4. Learn to wait on the Lord – don’t run ahead of Him: “Though youths grow weary
and tired, And vigorous young men stumble badly,  Yet those who wait for the
LORD Will gain new strength; They will mount up with wings like eagles, They
will run and not get tired, They will walk and not become weary.”  Isaiah
40:30-31 (NASB).

5. Develop Christian character: “Now for this very reason also, applying all
diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence, and in your moral excellence,
knowledge,  and in your knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control,
perseverance, and in your perseverance, godliness,  and in your godliness,
brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love.  For if these qualities
are yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the
true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  For he who lacks these qualities is
blind or short-sighted, having forgotten his purification from his former sins. 
Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling
and choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never
stumble;  for in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to you.”  2 Peter 1:5-11 (NASB).

D. No one understands like Jesus!  He sees; He knows; He understands; He helps us
when we stumble.

E. I want to illustrate in this way.  An incredible event took place at the Barcelona
Olympics of 1992.  A British runner, Derek Redmond, had trained for and worked
toward and dreamed about winning a gold medal in the 400-meter race.  The starting
gun sounded in the semifinals and he was on his way.  As he ran, he could see the
finish line as he rounded the turn into the backstretch.  Suddenly, Derek felt a sharp
pain go up the back of his leg.  He ran with difficulty for a few steps and then began
to stumble.  His father, watching from the stands, became keenly alert to his son's
difficulty.  He ran past security and by his son’s side completed the race, No gold for
the son, but accolades for the father!  

As you and I grow weak and struggle and we stumble badly, our difficulties do not escape
the attention of our Father.  He knows when we stumble and comes to our side to help!.

II. OUR FATHER TAKES US BY THE HAND:
A. “The steps of a man are established by the Lord, And He delights in his way.  When

he falls, he will not be hurled headlong,  Because the Lord is the One who holds his
hand.”

1. Isaiah puts it like this, “Do not fear, for I am with you; Do not anxiously look about
you, for I am your God. I will strengthen you, surely I will help you, Surely I will
uphold you with My righteous right hand.”  Isaiah 41:10 (NASB).



2. “For I am the LORD your God, who upholds your right hand, Who says to you, 'Do
not fear, I will help you.'”  Isaiah 41:13 (NASB) 

B. When Keri and John were small, Marlene or I would always hold their hands when
we were out somewhere.  We quit doing that when they hit their senior year in High
School.  We held their hands for the same reasons  that God holds our hand:

1. To keep us from falling down.
2. To direct our path and lead us in the right way.
3. To keep us from being lost in the crowd.
4. To protect us from possible dangers
5. To keep us from being afraid.
6. To give us companionship.

C. What a comfort to know that God holds our hands.  The poem says, 

“Hold my hand; so weak I am, and helpless,
I dare not take one step without Your aid;
hold my hand; for then, o loving Savior,
no dread of ill shall make my soul afraid.

Hold my hand, and closer, closer draw me
to Your dear self --- my hope, my joy, my all;

hold my hand, lest haply I should wander,
and, missing You, my trembling feet shall fall.

Hold my hand; the way is dark before me
without the sunlight of Your face divine;
but when by faith I catch its radiant glory,

what heights of joy, what rapturous songs are mine!

Hold my hand, that when I reach the margin
of that lone river You have crossed for me,
a heavenly light may flash along its waters,
and every wave like crystal bright shall be.”

—Fanny J. Crosby
D. Linda sang a similar prayer for the Lord to take hold of us and to keep us in the

Father’s care.  This should be our prayer for Him to hold on to us, too.

“Jesus, here's another child to hold
Keep this child safe and warm

This world can be so cold
Take this child in Your arms

And never let him go
Jesus, here's another child to hold.”

E. Thomas Dorsey needed that assurance.  In 1921, at the age of 22, Thomas gave his



life to Jesus.  Almost immediately he left the jazz clubs and began writing Gospel
music.  Little by little his reputation grew, not only as a songwriter but as a church
music director.

In 1932 while the now Pastor Dorsey was leading a church service, a man came on to
the platform to hand him a telegram - his wife had just died in childbirth.  Within 24
hours his newborn baby died also. Thomas quickly spiraled downward into the depths
of despair, doubting the goodness of God and determining never to write another hymn.

A week after that horrible day, Thomas, sunk deeply into grief, sat alone at a piano. 
Suddenly he felt a peace and as that peace enveloped him, Thomas felt the urge to play
the piano.  His fingers found a  melody and the words which became a song began to
well up from his heart.  God had given him a song that would not only lift him from
despair, but would also change the course of his music career.  He wrote:

“Precious Lord, take my hand,
lead me on, let me stand,

I am tired, I am weak, I am worn;
Through the storm, through the night,

lead me on to the light:
Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home.”

Whatever you are contending with, pray that prayer and take hold of the hand of a loving
heavenly Father!  He waits to hold your hand and give you peace because

III. OUR FATHER IS FAITHFUL:
A. “I have been young and now I am old, Yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken Or

his descendants begging bread.  All day long he is gracious and lends, And his
descendants are a blessing.”

B. People can be fickle, changing, unreliable, inconsistent, and downright unfaithful. 
Besides that, sometimes you can’t depend on them!

1. People forget our needs.
2. People forget commitments.
3. People sometimes make commitments they never intended to fulfill.
4. People change their minds about their commitments.  A guy I know said when he

reneged on a promise, “Obviously, I have no problem with breaking a covenant.”
5. People’s circumstances change and they are unable to be fulfill promises.

C. But God – He’s a different story!
1. He is reliable (to do what He promised to do – not necessarily to do what we demand

that He do!).
2. He is unchanging.  James said, “ Every good thing given and every perfect gift is

from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation
or shifting shadow.”  James 1:17 (NASB). 

3. As He was He is; what He did He does; what He says He means; what He promises
He performs.



D. What is God faithful to do?
1. He is faithful to honor His promises:  “Know therefore that the LORD your God, He

is God, the faithful God, who keeps His covenant and His lovingkindness to a
thousandth generation with those who love Him and keep His commandments;” 
Deuteronomy 7:9 (NASB).

2. He is faithful to give us victory over temptation.  “No temptation has overtaken you
but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be
tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of
escape also, so that you will be able to endure it.”  1 Corinthians 10:13 (NASB).

3. He is faithful to forgive us: “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  1 John 1:9 (NASB).

4. He is faithful in loving us: “Give thanks to the God of heaven. His faithful love
endures forever.”  Psalm 136:26 (NLT).

E. A farmer had a weather vane on the roof of his barn but instead of just having  the
compass points, it said, “God Is Love!”  A visitor said, “I see your vane says, ‘God
Is Love.’  Does that mean His love is as changing as the wind?”  The farmer smiled
and said, “Oh, no.  It means that God is love no matter which way the wind blows!”

Everything in this world is changing, decaying, failing and passing away but Jesus Christ
is the same, yesterday, and today and forever.  And He ever lives to make intercession with
the Father on our behalf – and the Father is always faithful to hear and heed His
supplications.

PRAY /INVITE 

God wants you to experience His love.  He wants you to say, “Yes!” to Him who knows
your weakness, who is faithful, and who will hold your hand.


