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“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved

you, that you also love one another.  By this all men will know that you are My

disciples, if you have love for one another.”  John 13:34-35 (NASB).

The simple command to love one another was not new.  The Law commanded “You

shall not hate your fellow countryman in your heart; you may surely reprove your

neighbor, but shall not incur sin because of him.  You shall not take vengeance, nor

bear any grudge against the sons of your people, but you shall love your neighbor

as yourself; I am the LORD.” Leviticus 19:17-18 (NASB).

And beyond neighborly love, Jesus had commanded love even for enemies: “But I

say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.”  Matthew

5:44 (NASB).

So the command to love others was an old command.  But this command is new in

that it includes the example and pattern of love: “love one another, even as I have

loved you” Jesus said.

Let’s think about that new command and the love it mandates.

Look back at the text with me: “A new commandment I give to you, that you love

one another.”

I. LOVING ONE ANOTHER IS NOT AN OPTION:

A. Jesus commanded it!  

1. He didn’t say, “Fellas, I think it would be a nice noble thing to do if

you’d love one another!”

2. He didn’t say, “Guys, a new suggestion I give to you; You should love

one another.”

3. He said, “A new commandment I give you!”

4. He moved it from the realm of optional to the required.



B. Many things in life come with options:

1. Cars can have optional blue tooth, sunroof, rearview video cameras,

wi-fi, eco-boost, turbo, number of cylinders, fuel type, wheel styles and

sizes, transmissions – you name it, options.

2. Computers give options on ram, processors, screens, keyboards, hard-

drives, colors – again, options.

3. Pizza Hut offers thin and crispy, stuffed, pan and thick crust options.

C. But loving is not an option.  We can’t say to Jesus, “I opt out on this ‘love

one another as You love.’  It’s too hard – and look what it cost you!  No,

no, no, no, no!  I can go for sort of liking one another, but love as You

love?  Forget it!”

1. Not gonna happen if you truly honor Christ as Lord.

2. Not an option no way, no time, no how.

3. It’s a command and we needed the command 

a. Because human beings would never have thought of it themselves.

b. Because if it were an option there would be a lot less loving going

on.

D. But how can love be commanded?  I might not feel like loving.  Jesus did

not command an emotion but He did command an action!

1. Love is more than feeling.

a. It may produce or be accompanied by feeling.

b. But it really resides in the will so that we act in love despite lack

of, or in spite of, feelings!

2. Love is an action – a deliberate, calculated, willing action.  Note the

action of love:

a. Love does things like the Greek Christians did, “while they were

undergoing every sort of trouble, and were in the greatest need,

they took all the greater joy in being able to give freely to the

needs of others.”  2 Corinthians 8:2 (BBE).

(1) It’s Giving when it is a sacrifice

(2) It’s Doing good when it is inconvenient.

(3) It’s Investing in the needs of others when we have our own

needs.

(4) It’s Caring about others we’ve never met.

b. Love does what Paul said when he wrote, “Do nothing from

selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one

another as more important than yourselves.”  Philippians 2:3

(NASB).



c. Love does what Peter wrote about saying, “Above all, keep fervent

in your love for one another, because love covers a multitude of

sins.”  1 Peter 4:8 (NASB).

d. Love seeks the best for the beloved – not just the easiest.

E. Love is not an option; it is a command – not to some feeling, but to active

benevolence.  A corollary verse says, “Little children, let us not love with

word or with tongue, but in deed and truth.”  1 John 3:18 (NASB).

Let me illustrate the importance of obeying the command to love in an

active way by observing a lack of action.  

Here’s Charlie Brown and Linus; bundled up enough to endure a blizzard. 

And poor snoopy is sitting on the sidewalk shivering in the snow.

Linus has the right idea but that’s as far as it goes. Let’s look at the cartoon

strip.

A real lot of good that did Snoopy!

LOVING ONE ANOTHER IS NOT AN OPTION, IT IS A COMMAND – AND IT

NEEDS TO BE A CERTAIN KIND OF LOVE – AN ACTIVE LOVE.  Note further



II. THE COMMAND IS TO LOVE AS JESUS DOES:

A. Not just as He did but as He does even now!

1. Not a mushy, sentimental, maudlin love.

2. Not a tolerant-of-sin, condoning-of-wrong love.

B. What does it mean to love as He does?

1. It is to love unhesitantly.  

a. John wrote, “ In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He

loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.”  1

John 4:10 (NASB).

b. Jesus did not hesitate to see if we would love Him – He took the

initiative!

c. Nor should we wait hesitantly for the other person to first love us!

2. It is to love unconditionally.

a. Not waiting for the other person to do s something meritorious.

b. Like an expectant mother loving that unborn before he or she has

done anything to earn it but has caused morning sickness, weight

gain, swollen feet and a weird appetite craving.

c. It is not, “I’ll love you if / when .........”

3. It is to love unendingly.

a. Paul wrote, “Love never ends.”  1 Corinthians 13:8 (RSV).

b. An old song by Johnny Mathis declares:

“I’ll love you till the bluebells forget to bloom;

I’ll love you till the clover has lost its perfume.

I’ll love you till the poets run out of rhyme,

Until the twelfth of never and that’s a long, long time.”

c. But when all those things happen, and beyond the twelfth of never

Jesus will still love.

4. It is to love unselfishly.

a. Jesus was unselfish to the point of sacrificing His status in heaven

to  come to earth as a man. 

b. Jesus was unselfish enough to give His life.  John wrote, “We

know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought

to lay down our lives for the brethren.”  1 John 3:16 (NASB). 

c. The song by David Ingles says,



“Love is giving more

And never keeping score

The kind of love

That seeketh not its own.”

C. Someone may say, “I can’t love that way!”  This is not just a matter of

willpower.  It is God creating that kind of love with in us.  

1. The fruit of the Spirit is love.  Galatians 5:22(NASB).

2. I’m sure we have all met people we couldn’t even like in our own

ability, let alone love them.

3. We need to begin at the point of obedience – do the loving thing; do

the right thing – not in a hypocritical, self-glorifying manner – or just

to please men but to please Jesus.

4. He will generate the will and desire: “for it is God who is at work in

you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.”  Philippians 2:13

(NASB). 

D. During the puritan Oliver Cromwell's reign as Lord Protector of

England, a young soldier was sentenced to die.  The girl to whom he was

engaged pleaded with Cromwell to spare the life of her beloved, but to no

avail.  

The young man was to be executed when the curfew bell sounded, but when

the sexton repeatedly pulled the rope the bell made no sound. 

The girl had climbed into the belfry and wrapped herself around the clapper

so that it could not strike the bell.  Her body was bruised and torn, but she

did not let go until the clapper stopped swinging.  She would gladly have

died to save the life of her beloved.  She managed to climb down, bruised

and bleeding, to meet those awaiting the execution. 

When she explained what she had done, Cromwell commuted the sentence. 

E. And the way she loved her intended is loving as Christ loved – she was

willing to die for him; but Jesus actually did give up His life so God would

commute our sentence – He died that we might live. 

LOVING ONE ANOTHER IS NOT AN OPTION, IT IS A COMMAND TO LOVE

AS JESUS LOVES.  AND, AS JESUS SAID, “By this all men will know that you

are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”



III. LOVING AS JESUS LOVES SHOULD BE VISIBLE:

A. Now let us be careful here!  By making loving action visible I don’t mean

put self in the spotlight.  “See how loving I am!  I’m so proud of me!” 

There is a difference between two purposes for making our deeds evident. 

Some let their actions be seen for self-glory and others to bring glory to

God.  Consider:

1. The show-offs about whom Jesus said, “Beware of practicing your

righteousness before men to be noticed by them; otherwise you have no

reward with your Father who is in heaven.  So when you give to the

poor, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the

synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be honored by men. 

Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full.”  Matthew 6:1-2

(NASB).  The crucial terms are “to be noticed by them – that they may

be honored by men.”  

2. The light bearer to whom Jesus said, “Let your light shine before men

in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your

Father who is in heaven.”  Matthew 5:16 (NASB).  The key words are

“and glorify your Father.”

B. The world seeks love in sex and lust and pornography and adultery –

and when one level ceases to be satisfying, they go to the next which is

even more perverted.

1. That is the wrong place to find love.

2. It is up to disciples – students and followers of Jesus, – to show His

love in action.  And that is not an option.

C. We don’t show, nor can we truly claim, that we are His disciples apart
from loving as He loves: visibly – tangibly – in action.  As the song says, 

“By this shall all men see
That you belong to me

If you have love
Each brother for the other
Those who know me well

Now can plainly tell
There’s a new kind of love now flowing.”

1. We don’t prove to be His discipes by toting a twelve pound KJV Bible.

2. We don’t prove to be His discipes by keeping a bunch of manmade

rules.

3. We don;t prove to be His disciples by acting mystical and “other-

worldly.”

4. We prove we are His disciples by loving as Jesus did.



D. The song by Hal David and Burt Bacharach says, 

“What the world needs now is love, sweet love

It's the only thing that there's just too little of

What the world needs now is love, sweet love

No, not just for some but for everyone.”

E. But not love as the world defines it – love as defined in the words,

actions and person of Jesus.  Let me illustrate love that can be seen..

Jeannette Williams wrote about a woman who had struck and killed her

husband, a school crossing guard, while he was on duty.  The investigating

officer questioned the witnesses and determined that it was a ‘no fault’

accident.  Jeannette didn't want to believe them.  

In the long, lonely weeks after the funeral, her mind turned again and again

to this woman--blaming her, accusing her, resenting her.”

One afternoon her pastor stopped by, “I’ve seen her,” he said.  “She wasn’t

speeding.  She wasn’t careless.  She was blinded by the low, glaring sun. 

It honestly wasn’t an irresponsible accident.” 

Jeanne replied. “I know I should feel sorry for her--that God wants me

to--but I can't.” 

A few days later her pastor came back and said, “I want you to go see her,”

he said.  Jeannette said, in disbelief, “See her?  Why?  I’m the one who’s

alone--she has a husband!  I’m the injured party.”  After a few moments of

silence she asked, “Is it wrong that I’m angry?”

“No, it’s human.  But with God’s help, you’ll work your way through this.” 

When he left she prayed, “Father, I can’t go on like this.  I know You want

me to forgive her.  Help me have the heart to do it.”

Her husband’s favorite Bible verse came to her mind: “Be kind and

compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God

forgave you.”



The following morning she walked up the brick path to the woman’s house. 

At first it was difficult for either woman to talk, and then she began to tell

Jeannette how miserable she was.  She was afraid to drive a car now, she

couldn’t work, and she couldn’t eat.  Jeannette heard her own voice blurt

out: “I know you didn’t mean to hit my husband.” 

Without thinking about it, Jeannette put her arms around the other woman

and said, “I forgive you, and now you must forgive yourself.” 

That was visible Christlike love that went beyond feelings to observable action –

and it changed two lives and healed two hearts.

The love of Jesus changes every life and heals every heart it touches – and it can

change your life, and heal your heart, too – for the better!

Pray

So, now — how’s your heart?  Is it cold and closed up or warm and open?  Many

people need a spiritual heart transplant – and Jesus Christ stands reay to exchange

your old heart for a new one.

With David let us pray, “Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a steadfast

spirit within me.”  Psalm 51:10 (NASB).

Until He creates a heart like His own in you, you can never be pleasing in His sight. 

He has a new heart for all who want one.  I hope you do.  Let’s ask Him to change

our hearts.


