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One vital distinction between Christianity and the religions of the world is that
Christianity’s Key Figure is alive after being dead.  All other leaders of the past are in a
grave or their ashes are scattered somewhere.  Only Jesus Christ died and rose again.  That
resurrection had some powerful results:
• It established Jesus as God’s Son, because as Paul wrote, Jesus  “was declared the Son of

God with power by the resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness,
Jesus Christ our Lord,”  Romans 1:4 (NASB).

• It lessens our fear of death because we read in the Hebrew letter, “since the children share
in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He
might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, and might free
those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives.”.. Hebrews 2:14-15
(NASB).

• It assures us that there is life after death.  “For indeed He was crucified because of
weakness, yet He lives because of the power of God. For we also are weak in Him, yet we
will live with Him because of the power of God directed toward you.”  2 Corinthians 13:4
(NASB). 

In light of that, let’s consider the song Gerald and Treva shared and see some of the benefits
we gain.

“God sent His Son, they called Him Jesus
He came to love, heal and forgive

He lived and died to buy my pardon
An empty grave is there to prove my savior lives

Because He lives, I can face tomorrow
Because He lives, all fear is gone

Because I know He holds the future
And life is worth the living, just because He lives.”

Everything is different because He lives!  Satan is defeated; death is robbed of its victory;
sin is no longer our master; the separation between us and God has been bridged and we are
reconciled.

It was the living Jesus Who changed the life of Saul and sent him out as the apostle to the
gentiles.  In the text for today we see Paul sailing to Rome to appear before Caesar when
a huge storm troubled the sea.  We pick up at verse14.  “But the weather changed abruptly,
and a wind of typhoon strength (called a ‘northeaster’) caught the ship and blew it out to



sea.  They couldn’t turn the ship into the wind, so they gave up and let it run before the gale. 
We sailed along the sheltered side of a small island named Cauda, where with great
difficulty we hoisted aboard the lifeboat being towed behind us.  Then the sailors bound
ropes around the hull of the ship to strengthen it. They were afraid of being driven across
to the sandbars of Syrtis off the African coast, so they lowered the sea anchor to slow the
ship and were driven before the wind.  The next day, as gale-force winds continued to batter
the ship, the crew began throwing the cargo overboard.  The following day they even took
some of the ship’s gear and threw it overboard.  The terrible storm raged for many days,
blotting out the sun and the stars, until at last all hope was gone.  No one had eaten for a
long time. Finally, Paul called the crew together and said, ‘Men, you should have listened
to me in the first place and not left Crete.  You would have avoided all this damage and
loss.  But take courage!  None of you will lose your lives, even though the ship will go
down.  For last night an angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I serve stood beside
me, and he said, “Don’t be afraid, Paul, for you will surely stand trial before Caesar! 
What’s more, God in his goodness has granted safety to everyone sailing with you.”  So take
courage!  For I believe God. It will be just as He said.  But we will be shipwrecked on an
island.’” Acts 27:14-26 (NLT).

The song brought out three benefits of the fact that Jesus lives.

I. BECAUSE HE LIVES, I CAN FACE TOMORROW:
A. “Don’t be afraid, Paul, for you will surely stand trial before Caesar!”  For Paul that

might have been a dreadful anticipation.  But he was okay with that because his
tomorrows were under God’s control, not Caesar’s!

1. Paul didn’t know exactly what tomorrow might bring, but He knew God would be
there.

2. The old song says,

“I don't worry o'er the future
For I know what Jesus said

And today I'll walk beside Him
For He knows what lies ahead
Many things about tomorrow

I don't seem to understand
But I know who holds tomorrow
And I know who holds my hand.”

B. Tomorrow may bring:
1. Pain and grief and sorrow, loss and poverty and lack.
2. Joy, peace, plenty and fulfillment.

C. We should not dread tomorrow
1. Because we don’t know what it will be and dread won’t change it.  Psychics can’t

tell us; fortune tellers are in the dark, and God has not revealed it to us.
2. Because we can’t control it.
3. Because in pain and pleasure we can still trust God.  Corrie Ten Boom said, “Never

be afraid to trust an unknown future to a known God.



a. We ought to pray, “Lord, help me remember that nothing can happen to me that
You and I can’t handle!”

b. We ought to say, “My tomorrows are all known to You and You will lead me all
the way.”

D. Yesterday is a fleeting memory, tomorrow is an uncertain  fantasy but today is stark
reality!  Live today with Jesus and face tomorrow with hope, courage and confidence
in God.  Jesus said, “So don’t worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring its
own worries.  Today’s trouble is enough for today.” Matthew 6:34 (NLT).

E. But God is in our everyday and our everywhere!  In the British Museum in London
is an old mariner's chart, drawn in 1525, outlining the North American coastline and
adjacent waters.  The cartographer made some notations on various areas of the map
that represented regions not yet explored.  He wrote: "Here be giants," "Here be fiery
scorpions," and "Here be dragons."  It is said that in the 1800's Sir John Franklin, a
British explorer, possessed the map and scratching out the inscriptions, he wrote
these words across the map: "Here is God."  I don’t know if he wrote that or not, but
it is still true! For every today and every tomorrow: “Here is God!”

Though tomorrow may have its giants, scorpions, and dragons — for sure it will have God! 
Because He lives we can face tomorrow and:

II. BECAUSE HE LIVES, ALL FEAR IS GONE:
A. In the midst of impending tragedy, Paul said, “But take courage!  None of you will

lose your lives, even though the ship will go down.  For last night an angel of the
God to whom I belong and whom I serve stood beside me,  and he said, ‘Don’t be
afraid, Paul, for you will surely stand trial before Caesar!’”

1. He knew he would stand before Caesar and that he would be condemned because
God had revealed it to him.  He said, “As for me, my life has already been poured out
as an offering to God.  The time of my death is near.  I have fought the good fight,
I have finished the race, and I have remained faithful.  And now the prize awaits
me—the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give me
on the day of His return.  And the prize is not just for me but for all who eagerly look
forward to His appearing.”  2 Timothy 4:6-8 (NLT).

2. He had a keen sense of God’s presence and he wrote, “The first time I was brought
before the judge, no one came with me.  Everyone abandoned me.  May it not be
counted against them.  But the Lord stood with me and gave me strength so that I
might preach the Good News in its entirety for all the Gentiles to hear.  And He
rescued me from certain death.  Yes, and the Lord will deliver me from every evil
attack and will bring me safely into His heavenly Kingdom.  All glory to God forever
and ever!  Amen.”  2 Timothy 4:16-18 (NLT).

B. Jesus says, “Fear not!”  But we all have some fears – some irrational and others more
reasonable.

1. I saw a guy on TV who had a phobia about peaches!  Another had a horror of tinfoil. 
Though I sympathize, that seems irrational.

2. More rational are fears of height, riding at high speed on a motorcycle without a
helmet and playing chicken on a back road.



C. But when we fear the unknown, the possibility of tragedy, the possibility of some
awful circumstance or situation, we

1. Are not using our faith.
2. Are allowing our “What if” to work overtime.
3. Are robbing ourselves of peace and energy.

D. God says, “Fear not.”  Listen to a few of His words:
1. “Don’t be afraid of those who want to kill your body; they cannot touch your soul.

Fear only God, who can destroy both soul and body in hell.” Matthew 10:28 (NLT).
2. “What is the price of two sparrows—one copper coin?  But not a single sparrow can

fall to the ground without your Father knowing it.  And the very hairs on your head
are all numbered.  So don’t be afraid; you are more valuable to God than a whole
flock of sparrows.” Matthew 10:29-31 (NLT).

3. The disciples were in a boat and the water was turbulent.  Jesus was walking on the
water toward the boat.  “When the disciples saw him walking on the water, they were
terrified.  In their fear, they cried out, ‘It’s a ghost!’  But Jesus spoke to them at
once. ‘Don’t be afraid,’ He said. ‘Take courage. I am here!’”  Matthew 14:26-27
(NLT).

E. We must not let fear make us prisoners.  It’s like the account of a man who hid for
32 years fearing punishment of pro-Nazi wartime activity.  He says he used to cry
when he heard happy voices outside, but dared not show himself even at his mother's
funeral. Janez Rus was a young shoemaker when he went into hiding at his sister's
farmhouse in June, 1945. He was found years later after she bought a large supply
of bread in the nearby village of Zalna. "If I had not been discovered, I would have
remained in hiding. So I am happy that this happened," Rus told a reporter.
Throughout those years he did nothing. He never left the house, and could only look
down at the village in the valley.  He was a prisoner of fear.  But because He lives
all fear is gone if we trust Him.  And:

III. BECAUSE HE LIVES, LIFE IS WORTH LIVING:
A. In another letter Paul wrote, “For to me, living means living for Christ, and dying is

even better.  But if I live, I can do more fruitful work for Christ. So I really don’t
know which is better.  I’m torn between two desires:  I long to go and be with Christ,
which would be far better for me.  But for your sakes, it is better that I continue to
live.  Knowing this, I am convinced that I will remain alive so I can continue to help
all of you grow and experience the joy of your faith.  And when I come to you again,
you will have even more reason to take pride in Christ Jesus because of what He is
doing through me.”  Philippians 1:21-26 (NLT).

1. For Paul, life was worth living because Christ gave him a purpose in life.
2. For Paul, life was worth living because of the fruit he could bear.
3. For Paul, life was worth living because it was meaningful and joyful.

B. The mistake some make is to measure life quantitatively rather than qualitatively.
1. Quantitative living is just getting a lot of years in our lives.
2. Qualitative living is getting a lot of life in our years.

C. So, what is life to you?
1. A meaningless journey stuck between two meaningless events: birth and death?



2. Or do you see each day as the day the Lord has made and do you rejoice in it?
3. Are you experiencing the abundant life Christ promised?

D. A life worth living is
1. One that leaves us with a clear conscience at the end of the day. 
2. One that leaves others better off than before we touched their lives.
3. One that has an eternal purpose and motivation.
4. One that we can live for all the world and God to see without feeling shame.
5. One that includes the living Jesus
6. One not based on the uncertainty of the things and. riches of this world. 

E. An Oriental monarch needed to learn that.  He was bored  with allof the things
that he had, and happiness had fled away from him.  His advisor said,  "You find
the happiest man in the world and wear his shirt and you’ll find happiness."  So the
Oriental potentate sent out his ambassador to search the earth for the happiest man,
that he might take his shirt back to his king.  And to the disappointment of the
ambassador, when he found the world’s happiest man, he had no shirt on his back. 
A life worth living will never be based on the things that we can possess and hold
in our hands. 

Criswell said, “However life may turn, to be rich or poor, to be famous or unknown, to live
in a big house or a little house, to drive a Cadillac or all your life a jalopy – however it
turns, it doesn’t matter, just so that our life is lived unto God.”

I’ll close with this:  At the end of Vietnam era, some people were claiming that God was
dead. It was a pessimistic time.  Bill and Gloria Gaither’s own optimism seemed dashed
when about that time they learned Gloria was pregnant with son, Benjy. They had two
daughters, and Bill remarked “Brother this is a really poor time to bring a child into the
world.” And then Benjy was born and Bill held him for the first time, and he wrote: “How
sweet to hold, our new born baby, And feel the pride, and joy he gives. But greater still, the
calm assurance, this child can face uncertain days, because Christ lives.  Because He lives
I can face tomorrow, because He lives, all fear is gone; Because I know, He holds the future,
and life is worth the living, just because He lives.”    We may at times despair, so cry out
to God in despair, but then exult in joy because He makes life worth living.  
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