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A building is no more durable than its foundation as is evident in many famous structures. 
Consider, for instance:

 The leaning tower of Pisa.  The tower's tilt began during construction, caused by an
inadequate foundation on ground too soft on one side to properly support the structure's
weight.

 Dough Castle is a ruined castle in western Ireland.  It was built in 1306.  Due to poor
foundations on sand, it collapsed several times and today it is in ruins.

 St Andrew's Church in the English county of Somerset.  If a plumb line is dropped from
the north side of the tower it would fall 3 feet away from the building.  This leaning is
caused by the poor foundations.  (Wikipedia)

The Church, the real and living church, has a foundation firm and sure: “ For we are God's
fellow workers; you are God's field, God's building.  According to the grace of God which
was given to me, like a wise master builder I laid a foundation, and another is building on
it.  But each man must be careful how he builds on it.  For no man can lay a foundation
other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.”  1 Corinthians 3:9-11 (NASB).

And now to the text:  “Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts on them,
may be compared to a wise man who built his house on the rock.  And the rain fell, and the
floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and yet it did not fall, for
it had been founded on the rock.  Everyone who hears these words of Mine and does not act
on them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand.  The rain fell, and the
floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and it fell—and great was
its fall.”  Matthew 7:24-27 (NASB)

Consider the church’s foundation and building on that foundation:

I. JESUS IS THE ROCK FOUNDATION ON WHICH TO BUILD:
A. The Bible says, “So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow

citizens with the saints, and are of God's household, having been built on the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone, 
in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in
the Lord, in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the
Spirit.”  Ephesians 2:19-22 (NASB).
1. The church is God’s temple and that temple is built on the foundation laid by the

prophets and apostless which is Jesus Christ



2. He is the chief cornersone.  “In ancient building practices, the cornerstone was
the principal stone placed at the corner of the edifice.  The cornerstone was
usually one of the largest, the most solid, and the most carefully constructed of
any in the edifice. Jesus describes Himself as the Cornerstone that His church
would be built upon, a unified body of believers, both Jew and Gentile.” 
Swindoll?

B. The song referred to that foundation: 
“In this time of desperation

When all we know is doubt and fear
There is only one foundation

We believe, we believe.” 
C. Jesus, the Rock, is the foundation and “no man can lay a foundation other than the

one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.”
1. Isaiah wrote, “Therefore thus says the Lord GOD, ‘Behold, I am laying in Zion

a stone, a tested stone, A costly cornerstone for the foundation, firmly placed. 
He who believes in it will not be disturbed.”  Isaiah 28:16 (NASB).

2. Speaking about ancient Israel, Paul wrote, “all drank the same spiritual drink, for
they were drinking from a spiritual rock which followed them; and the rock was
Christ.”  1 Corinthians 10:4 (NASB).

D. He is the Rock because
1. He is durable.  He is the same yesterday, and today and forever!
2. You can build on Him and you house will stand firm and withstand the storms of

life.
3. He provides shelter and protection, as the Scripture says, “The LORD is my rock

and my fortress and my deliverer; My God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, My
shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold and my refuge; My savior,
You save me from violence.”  2 Samuel 22:2-3 (NASB).

E. On October 17, 1989, a massive earthquake struck the San Francisco area.  The south
pier of the Golden Gate Bridge sits directly on top of the San Andreas fault, yet it
was undamaged in that quake because the foundation of the bridge rests on towers
at either end embedded in rock underneath the bay.  But the double-decker freeway
in Oakland--directly across the bay from San Francisco--collapsed.  It was built on
land that had been filled in.  It all looked the same until the time of testing..

You need to answer two questions. The first is: What are you building?  All of us are
building something with out lives. T he second is: On what are you building?  Is it sand or
rock?  Jesus is the rock foundation on which to build!

II. WE BUILD ON THAT FOUNDATION BY FAITH:
A. Jesus said, “everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts on them, may be

compared to a wise man who built his house on the rock.”
1. Faith comes by hearing the word of Christ.
2. Faith does not only hear but it acts in compliance with what is heard.
3. We hear Christ’s word; we comply with that word and we build on the right

foundation.



4. When we build on the rock by faith our house is safe from the storms.
B. Faith is more than theoretical or mental assent to truth.  The song said,

“So, let our faith be more than anthems
Greater than the songs we sing

And in our weakness and temptations
We believe, we believe!”

C. There is an unbreakable bond between faith and faith-inducedd works:
1. Paul said, “ This is a trustworthy statement; and concerning these things I want

you to speak confidently, so that those who have believed God will be careful to
engage in good deeds. These things are good and profitable for men.”  Titus 3:8
(NASB). 

2. James is right: “ Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself.” 
James 2:17 (NASB).

D. The world in bad shape and faith is essential to survive the exigencies of life.  The
song is right: 

“In this time of desperation
When all we know is doubt and fear

There is only one foundation
We believe, we believe

In this broken generation
When all is dark, You help us see

There is only one salvation
We believe, we believe .”

E. Let me illustrate building by faith:  A small congregation in the foothills of the Great
Smokies built a new sanctuary on a piece of land willed to them by a church member.
Ten days before the new church was to open, the local building inspector informed
the pastor that the parking lot was inadequate for the size of the building.  Until the
church doubled the size of the parking lot, they would not be able to use the new
sanctuary.  Unfortunately, the church with its undersized parking lot had used every
inch of their land except for the huge hill in the back yard.

The pastor announced the next Sunday morning that he would meet that evening with
all members who had "mountain moving faith." They would hold a prayer session
asking God to remove the mountain from the back yard and to somehow provide
enough money to have it paved and painted before the scheduled opening dedication
service the following week.  At the appointed time, 24 of the congregation's 300
members assembled for prayer. 

The next morning, as he was working in his study, there came a loud knock at the
pastor's door.  When he opened the door,a man said, "Excuse me, Reverend. I'm from
Acme Construction Company.  We're building a new shopping mall and we need
some fill dirt.  Would you be willing to sell us a chunk of that mountain behind the
church?  We'll pay you for the dirt we remove and pave all the exposed area free of
charge, if we can have it right away.”  The church was dedicated the next Sunday as
originally planned.  That was a church built on the rock by faith.  



III. WE NEED TO BUILD ON THAT FOUNDATION WITH THE RIGHT
MATERIALS:

A. There are shoddy materials and quality materials.  “Now if any man builds on the
foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each man's work will
become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the
fire itself will test the quality of each man's work.  If any man's work which he has
built on it remains, he will receive a reward.  If any man's work is burned up, he will
suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.” 1 Corinthians
3:10-15 (NASB).

1. Building with works that are related only with ths world; good works all right; but
they don’t have to do with Christ, is building with wood, hay and straw.  

a. This means, perhaps, overemphasis on non-
salvational issues like the Millennium or
speaking in tongues or which is he right day for
worship.

b. It may include the rules we make up for piety
which are purely human opinions: no playing
cards; no reading the paper on Sunday; no
wearing make-up or jewelry.

2. However, to build with gold, silver, precious stones is to do that which bears on
and contributes to eternal good: 

a.  evangelism, building disciples up in their faith;
raising your children and grandchildren to know
Jesus Christ

b. Things pertaining directly to relationship to Jesus
as Lord and Savior – those things are good for
time and eternity.

B. This is fictional, but illustrative. One church had a fairly large group of children and
youth.  Someone suggested that they upgrade the youth room with nicer chairs and
carpet.  When that job was done, the leadership chastised the youth for the inevitable
foot marks on the carpet and stains on the chairs, so most of the youth left the church. 
In a dream, the pastor stood before the Lord and said, “Aren’t the new chairs nice,
and isn’t the new carpet beautiful? And see what good care we have taken of them!” 
God said, “But where are the children?  Why didn’t you take good care of them? 
They are worth more than many chairs and carpets!”  The pastor wakened and set
about rectifying the reversed emphasis.  The chairs and carpets were wood, hay and
straw – the children were gold, silver and precious stones.

C. It is impingent upon us
1.  To major in major things not minor ones; to keep the main thing the main thing;

to focus on the bull’s eye not the outer rings.  Trivial pursuit is a great game, but
a poor way to build His Church.

2. To forget bout preaching politics, philosophy, the economy, and a few pet doctrines
and preach Jesus Christ and His word.

3. To put people ahead of programs or buildings or personal preferences.  Jesus said
to the religious leaders, “ "Yyou tithe mint and dill and cummin, and have



neglected the weightier provisions of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness;
but these are the things you should have done without neglecting the others.” 
Matthew 23:23 (NASB).

D.  We are all building our lives – and the church – some with shoddy materrials, some
with costly and enduring materials.  We need to build with materials that last.

E. A contractor was given the job of building a house for his uncle, a very rich man.  He
decided that he would make a lot more money of he used lower grade materials than
called forand charging for the higher quality stuff.  When he finished, it looked nice,
but was an inferior house.  Much to his chagrin, when he called his uncle to see the
place, his uncle handed him the keys and said, “It’s all yours, my boy – enjoy it!”  He
could have kicked himself – using inferior materials he had cheated himself.  Using
wood, hay and straw, he failed to have a home built with gold silver and precious
stones.

“And coming to Him as to a living stone which has been rejected by men, but is choice and
precious in the sight of God,  you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual
house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus
Christ.  For this is contained in Scripture: "Behold, I lay in Zion a choice stone, a precious
corner stone, and he who believes in Him will not be disappointed." 1 Peter 2:4-6 (NASB). 
Pray Ne doers of His word and build your life on the rock byfaith.  Jesus is that rock to
which we may continually come for stability and protection from the storms of life.  Come
to Him as we sng.


