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The song Brenda sang is a powerful song with a challenging message.  Get all excited go tell
everybody that Jesus Christ is King! 

The song is right on.  We need to be more earnest, eager and excited about Jesus and helping
others know Him.  But, being excited does not mean be obnoxious, pushy or in-your-face-
shoving Jesus down people’s throat.  It does mean to be eager, unashamed, and bold in
sharing our faith in Him.

We do need to be urgent and motivated to proclaim His Kingship.  I want to emphasize that
part of the song that declares: JESUS CHRIST IS STILL THE KING OF KINGS!  But, on
earth, the last crown He wore was one of thorns and the robe He wore was a wrapping of
linen cloth for the tomb.  But He now reigns supreme!  That’s the message today.

Let’s check the text: Paul heard about the faith, hope and love the Colossians had for Christ
and each other and wrote, “For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not
ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all
spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord,
to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the
knowledge of God; strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, for the
attaining of all steadfastness and patience; joyously giving thanks to the Father, who has
qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in Light.  For He rescued us from the
domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we have
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all
creation.  For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created
through Him and for Him.  He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.  He
is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so
that He Himself will come to have first place in everything.” Colossians 1:3-18 (NASB). 
What are some pertinent truths about His Kingship?

I. BEING KING MEANS HE HAS AUTHORITY:
A. Kings issue decrees.  Kings rule.  Kings are endowed with authority.  The text said

about Jesus, “He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the
firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself will come to have first place in
everything.”  He is sovereign over everything!

1. John wrote about Jesus that He is, “the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and
the ruler of the kings of the earth.”  Revelation 1:4-5 (NASB).



2. No king on any throne, at any time, at any place on earth has the authority bestowed
on Jesus Christ by God the Father.

3. Jesus said, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.  Go therefore
and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the
Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo,
I am with you always, even to the end of the age."  Matthew 28:18-20 (NASB).

a. All authority – bar none – no exception.
b. The word in the original means, “The right and the power to exercise authority.”
c. Jesus not only has the right to rule but He has the might to rule.

B. Recognition of His kingship is a lot more than just agreeing mentally with that
concept.  It also involves submitting our wills to His in humble obedience and service.

1. Jesus is not seeking admirers or fans.
2. He is seeking disciples who mold their lives into His will.
3. Jesus said to those who merely give lip-service, “Why do you call Me, 'Lord, Lord,'

and do not do what I say?” Luke 6:46 (NASB).
4. And, “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.”  John 14:15 (NASB).

C. Paul urges us to carefully choose who we will obey, saying, “Do you not know that
when you present yourselves to someone as slaves for obedience, you are slaves of the
one whom you obey, either of sin resulting in death, or of obedience resulting in
righteousness?  But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you became
obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to which you were committed, and
having been freed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.”  Romans 6:16-18
(NASB).

1. Everybody serves some master, and submits to some control which may compete with
obedience to Jesus.

a. We may obey physical desires.
b. We may bow to peer pressure.
c. We may be controlled by possessions.
d. We may be governed by concern for personal welfare.

2. As Joshua said to ancient Israel, “If it is disagreeable in your sight to serve the
LORD, choose for yourselves today whom you will serve: whether the gods which
your fathers served which were beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in
whose land you are living; but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD." 
Joshua 24:15 (NASB).

D. Jesus made it clear–it is either God we serve or something else – but never both God
and something else.  “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and
love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve
God and wealth.”  Matthew 6:24 (NASB).

E. A young boy was told by his dad to mow the lawn and weed the flower bed after
school.  The boy got home and decided he didn’t want to do those particular chores
so he decided to go to the church and work with the youth pastor on a puppet play the
youth were scheduled to do.  Of course dad was angry when he discovered the
disobedience – the boy had not done a bad thing – but he had not done the thing dad
told him to do.  Of course there were disciplinary consequences.  King Saul disobeyed
the command of God and Samuel said to him, “Has the LORD as much delight in burnt



offerings and sacrifices As in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is
better than sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of rams.”  1 Samuel 15:22 (NASB).  Of
course there were sad consequences – he was fired from being king and was replaced
by David.  Since Jesus is King over all, he has absolute authority so obey Him!

II. BEING KING MEANS HE HAS A KINGDOM
A. But a kingdom is more than territory – a kingdom is its citizenry.  John Lowe wrote,

“We are citizens of heaven right now. We don't have to wait until we die because our
name was written down in heaven when we accepted Jesus as our Lord and Savior.
Our place in heaven is reserved and kept for us by God, the Lord Jesus and the Holy
Spirit.”

B. Here’s the Biblical statement:
1. “For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom

of His beloved Son,  in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” 
Colossians 1:13-14 (NASB).

2. “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the
Lord Jesus Christ; who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity
with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject
all things to Himself.”  Philippians 3:20-21 (NASB).

3. So, Peter wrote, “Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about
His calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never
stumble; for in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to you.”  2 Peter 1:10-11 (NASB).

C. What does that mean to us?
1. It means that we have the privileges of citizens.

a. Citizens of heaven have access to the throne of God.
b. Citizens of heaven have all the blessings of the King’s providence.
c. Citizens of heaven have identity as God’s chosen people and His children.

2. It means that we have the responsibilities of citizens.
a. To honor and respect the King.
b. To obey the commands of the King.  Jesus said, “Not everyone who says to Me,

'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My
Father who is in heaven will enter.”  Matthew 7:21 (NASB).

c. To contribute to the peace, welfare and harmony of the kingdom, the church.
d. To gratify the King by walking “in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in

all respects, bearing fruit in every good work.”
D. The old song by Jim Reeves says, “This world is not my home; I'm just a-passing

through. treasures are laid up Somewhere beyond the blue.  The angels beckon me
From heaven's open door And I can't feel at home In this world anymore.”  But while
we are here, let’s be good transients and sojourners, As Peter wrote, “Be careful to
live properly among your unbelieving neighbors.  Then even if they accuse you of
doing wrong, they will see your honorable behavior, and they will give honor to God
when he judges the world.”  1 Peter 2:12 (NLT).

E. A soldier in Alexander’s army was hauled in for some malfeasance.  Alexander asked,
“What is your name?”  “Alexander, sir,” he replied.  “What is your name?” he was



asked, and again replied. “My name is Alexander, sir.”  Alexander said, “Change your
name or change your behavior; no one can wear my name and act as you have done.” 
If we wear the name “Christian,” and claim to belong to His Kingdom, let’s be sure
our behavior matches that.

III. BEING KING MEANS HE HAS A THRONE:
A. John describes it:: “I saw a throne in heaven and someone sitting on it.  The one sitting

on the throne was as brilliant as gemstones—like jasper and carnelian. And the glow
of an emerald circled his throne like a rainbow.  Twenty-four thrones surrounded him,
and twenty-four elders sat on them. They were all clothed in white and had gold
crowns on their heads.  From the throne came flashes of lightning and the rumble of
thunder. And in front of the throne were seven torches with burning flames. This is the
sevenfold Spirit of God.  In front of the throne was a shiny sea of glass, sparkling like
crystal.”  Revelation 4:2-6 (NLT). 

B. \What kind of throne is that?
1. It is a glorious throne;  “But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the

angels with Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne.”  Matthew 25:31 (NASB).
2. It is an eternal throne: “To the Son He says, ‘Your throne, O God, endures forever

and ever.”  Hebrews 1:8 (NLT).
3. It is an approachable throne: “Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has

passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 
For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but
One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.  Therefore let us
draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and
find grace to help in time of need.”  Hebrews 4:14-16 (NASB).

C. In ancient kingdoms, to approach the king uninvited or unwelcomed meant instant
death.  We can freely approach our King because we are invited to His throne and
urged to come boldly and confidently.

D. And the promise of King Jesus is:
1. We will be welcomed with open arms.  Jesus said, “All that the Father gives Me will

come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out.”  John 6:37
(NASB).  And, “Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father, comes to Me.” 
John 6:45 (NASB).

2. We can freely come to His throne though we have sinned grievously.  We will find
mercy and grace to help us.

E. Yancey tells the story of a prodigal daughter who grows up in Traverse City,
Michigan. Disgusted with her old fashioned parents who overreact to her nose ring,
the music she listens to, the length of her skirts, she ran away. She ended up in Detroit
where she met a man who drove the biggest car she’s ever seen. He recognized that
since she’s underage, men would pay premium for her. So she went to work for him.
Things were good for a while.  But she got sick for a few days, and the boss turned
mean. Before she knew it, she was out on the street without a penny to her name.

One night while sleeping on the metal grates of the city, she whimpered. “God, why did I
leave?  My dog back home eats better than I do now.” She knew that more than anything in



the world, she wanted to go home. Three straight calls home got three straight connections
with the answering machine. Finally she left a message. “Mom, dad, its me. I was wondering
about maybe coming home. I’m catching a bus up your way, and it’ll get there about
midnight tomorrow. If you’re not there, I‘ll understand.” During the seven hour bus ride, she
prepared a speech for her father. And when the bus came to a stop, the driver announced the
fifteen-minute stop. Fifteen minutes to decide her life. 

She walked into the terminal not knowing what to expect.  But not one of the thousand
scenes that she had imagined prepared her for what she sees. There in the bus terminal stood
a group of forty people, brothers and sisters and great-aunts and uncles and cousins and a
grandmother and a great-grandmother to boot. They were all wearing goofy party hats and
blowing noise-makers, and taped across the entire wall of the terminal is a banner that reads
– Welcome Home!

Out of the crowd came her dad. She stared out through the tears quivering in her eyes and
began her memorized speech. He interrupted her. “Hush, child.  We’ve got no time for that. 
No time for apologies.  A big party is waiting for you at home.” So though we have been
prodigal and lost, when we come the King will welcome us at the throne of grace and mercy
and there will be joy in heaven at our coming!

Brenda’s song is right: “You talk about people, You talk about thing's that really aren't
important at all.  You talk about weather, You talk about problems we have here at home and
abroad.  But friend, I’m excited about a solution for the world I’m going shout and sing,
Jesus Christ is still the King of kings, King of kings” and still welcomes us at the throne! 
PRAY / INVITATION.

To which kingdom do you belong?  There is an opening for you in Christ’s Kingdom, theres
room andwelcome at His Throne – just make Him King of life and follow Him.


