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The Declaration of Independence was adopted by the Second Continental Congress.  It
underscores our foundation of faith:  "We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men
are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights,
that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.... And for the support of
this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of Divine Providence, we mutually
pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor."  They depended on
God.

George Washington proclaimed the first national day by stating, “Now therefore I do
recommend and assign Thursday the 26th day of November next to be devoted by the People
of these States to the service of that great and glorious Being, who is the beneficent Author
of all the good that was, that is, or that will be-- That we may then all unite in rendering
unto him our sincere and humble thanks--for his kind care and protection of the People of
this Country previous to their becoming a Nation--for the signal and manifold mercies, and
the favorable interpositions of his Providence which we experienced in the course and
conclusion of the late war--for the great degree of tranquility, union, and plenty, which we
have since enjoyed--for the peaceable and rational manner, in which we have been enabled
to establish constitutions of government for our safety and happiness, and particularly the
national One now lately instituted--for the civil and religious liberty with which we are
blessed; and the means we have of acquiring and diffusing useful knowledge; and in general
for all the great and various favors which he hath been pleased to confer upon us.."  He
depended on God.

Jeremiah wrote, even in time of lamenting and distress, that “The faithful love of the LORD
never ends! His mercies never cease.  Great is His faithfulness; His mercies begin afresh
each morning.  I say to myself, ‘The LORD is my inheritance; therefore, I will hope in
Him!’  The LORD is good to those who depend on Him, to those who search for Him.” 
Lamentations 3:22-26 (NLT).  He depended on God.

And David wrote,  “Sing for joy in the LORD, O you righteous ones; Praise is becoming to
the upright.  Give thanks to the LORD with the lyre; Sing praises to Him with a harp of ten
strings.  Sing to Him a new song; Play skillfully with a shout of joy.  For the word of the
LORD is upright, And all His work is done in faithfulness.  He loves righteousness and
justice; The earth is full of the lovingkindness of the LORD.  By the word of the LORD the
heavens were made, And by the breath of His mouth all their host.  He gathers the waters
of the sea together as a heap; He lays up the deeps in storehouses.  Let all the earth fear the
LORD; Let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him.  For He spoke, and it was
done; He commanded, and it stood fast.  The LORD nullifies the counsel of the nations; He



frustrates the plans of the peoples.  The counsel of the LORD stands forever, The plans of
His heart from generation to generation.  Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, The
people whom He has chosen for His own inheritance.”  Psalm 33:1-12 (NASB).  He
depended on God.

Normally we call this day “Independence Day” but I’m calling it “Dependence Day” because
we as a nation and as individuals need to recognize our dependence on God 

I. LET US DEPEND ON GOD’S PROMISE:
A. “For the word of the LORD is upright, And all His work is done in faithfulness.”

1. His word is upright: The Hebrew word means “straight” or “what is right.”
2. His work is done in faithfulness: the Hebrew word means “certainty” or

“truthful” or “steady.”
3. The gist of the phrase is that we can depend on His word to be straight, certain

and steady.  Trust His promise!
B. The fidelity of God is a theme of the Bible:

1. “The LORD is faithful to all His promises and loving toward all He has made.” 
Psalm 145:13 (NIV).

2. “God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with His Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.” 1 Corinthians 1:9 (NASB).

3. “Paul, a bond-servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the faith of those
chosen of God and the knowledge of the truth which is according to godliness,
in the hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised long ages ago, 
but at the proper time manifested, even His word, in the proclamation with which
I was entrusted according to the commandment of God our Savior.”  Titus 1:1-3
(NASB).

4. “For as many as are the promises of God, in Him they are yes; therefore also
through Him is our Amen to the glory of God through us.”  2 Corinthians 1:20
(NASB).

C. People’s promises are not all that sure.
1. They may mean well, but promise more than they can perform.
2. They may promise what they have no intention of performing.  
3. They may promise and change their minds later, and renege.
4. They may promise and forget it.
5. They may say something we mistakenly take as a promise.

D. What specific promises did God make which will bless and rescue our great nation?
1. “Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD,.”  He promises blessings if He

is our Lord.
2. “If I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or if I command the locust to

devour the land, or if I send pestilence among My people,  and My people who
are called by My name humble themselves and pray and seek My face and turn
from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, will forgive their sin and
will heal their land.”  2 Chronicles 7:13-14 (NASB).  That promise speaks for
itself.



3. “Righteousness exalts a nation, But sin is a disgrace to any people.” Proverbs
14:34 (NASB).  He promises to exalt or lift us up if we are righteous.  We are
righteous to the degree that we honor, esteem and obey His Word.

E. Preacher David Owens told the following story: “A man named Russell Edward
Herman left trillions of dollars to thousands of people he’d never met.  What was the
catch?  Russell Edward Herman didn’t have trillions of dollars. He was just a simple,
poor carpenter.”  He made many bequests: for example, the Ohio River town of
Cave-In-Rock, for example. Herman bequeathed $2.41 billion to them.  

Russell Edward Herman had great intentions, but he lacked the resources needed to
make them a reality.  “The greatness of God, however, stands in sharp contrast.  God
not only has made great and precious promises, He has the ability to follow through
on every single one of them.”

ON INDEPENDENCE DAY – AND EVERYDAY – DEPEND ON GOD’S PROMISES
AND THEN

II. LET US DEPEND ON GOD’S POWER:
A. “By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, And by the breath of His mouth

all their host.  He gathers the waters of the sea together as a heap; He lays up the
deeps in storehouses.  Let all the earth fear the LORD; Let all the inhabitants of the
world stand in awe of Him.  For He spoke, and it was done; He commanded, and it
stood fast.”
1. His word made the heavens – and all that fills them.
2. The psalmist proclaimed, “O LORD, our Lord, How majestic is Your name in all

the earth, Who have displayed Your splendor above the heavens!  From the
mouth of infants and nursing babes You have established strength Because of
Your adversaries, To make the enemy and the revengeful cease.  When I consider
Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, The moon and the stars, which You have
ordained;  What is man that You take thought of him, And the son of man that
You care for him?”  Psalm 8:1-4 (NASB).

3. Paul wrote, and I read it from The Message version, “By taking a long and
thoughtful look at what God has created, people have always been able to see
what their eyes as such can't see: eternal power, for instance, and the mystery of
his divine being.”  Romans 1:20 (MSG).

B. Think about it:
1. If you miss the creative hand and power of God when you consider this universe,

you are as observant as a box of rocks.
2. If you minimize the need of Divine Power in creation, try speaking a universe

into existence!
3. If you maintain that all this creation just happened spontaneously and without a

creator, I have a good deal for you in some stocks in powdered water.
C. America is a mighty, powerful nation – the world’s greatest super-power.  I believe

in the need for a strong military - however, in verses 16-22 we are reminded, “No



king succeeds with a big army alone, no warrior wins by brute strength.  Horsepower
is not the answer; no one gets by on muscle alone.”  Psalm 33:16-20 (MSG).

D. We are dependant upon God for our national freedom as well as for our spiritual
freedom.  We are free because His power has freed us!

E. Herbert Jackson told how, as a new missionary, he was assigned a car that would not
start without a push. After pondering his problem, he devised a plan. He went to the
school near his home, got permission to take some children out of class, and had
them push his car off. As he made his rounds, he would either park on a hill or leave
the engine running. He used this ingenious procedure for two years.

Ill health forced the Jackson family to leave, and a new missionary came to that
station. When Jackson proudly began to explain his arrangement for getting the car
started, the new man began looking under the hood. Before the explanation was
complete, the new missionary interrupted, "Why, Dr. Jackson, I believe the only
trouble is this loose cable." He gave the cable a twist, stepped into the car, pushed
the switch, and to Jackson's astonishment, the engine roared to life. For two years
needless trouble had become routine. The power was there all the time. Only a loose
connection kept Jackson from putting that power to work.

J.B. Phillips paraphrases Ephesians l:19-20, "How tremendous is the power available to us
who believe in God."  When we make our connection with God solid and sure, His life and
power flow through us. 

LET’S MAKE EVERY DAY DEPENDANCE DAY AND LET US DEPEND ON GOD’S PROMISE,
POWER AND:

III. LET US DEPEND ON GOD’S PROTECTION:
A. “Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear Him, On those who hope for His

lovingkindness,  To deliver their soul from death And to keep them alive in famine.  Our soul
waits for the LORD; He is our help and our shield.”   Psalm 33:18-20 (NASB).
1. The Message puts it like this:  “Watch this: God's eye is on those who respect him, the ones

who are looking for his love.  He's ready to come to their rescue in bad times; in lean times
he keeps body and soul together.  We're depending on GOD; he's everything we need.”  Psalm
33:18-20 (MSG).

2. Peter speaks of protection, “Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that
He may exalt you at the proper time,  casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for
you.  Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a
roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.  But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the
same experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world. 
After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal
glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you.  To Him be
dominion forever and ever. Amen.” 1 Peter 5:6-11 (NASB). 

B. Being protected does not mean having some invisible shield or force aro und us to ward off the
blows and injuries of life.  It does not mean being taken out of all troubles – it means being
protected in, and taken through, dangers.



1.  Jesus said, “In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world."
John 16:33 (NIV).

2. And, “My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the
evil one”  John 17:15 (NIV).

C. So we conclude that though troubles and dangers and sufferings will come, 
1. “The Lord is faithful, and He will strengthen and protect you from the evil one.”  2

Thessalonians 3:3 (NASB).
2. “Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the

proper time,  casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you.  Be of sober spirit,
be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone
to devour.  But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same experiences of suffering
are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world.  After you have suffered for
a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself
perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you.” 1 Peter 5:6-10 (NASB) 

D. People may harm us physically, mentally, financially but they cannot touch our soul!  Faith in
Christ assures us of protection.

E. If power could deliver us from fear, then Joseph Stalin should have been fearless.  Instead, this
infamous Russian premier was afraid to go to bed. He had seven different bedrooms. Each could
be locked as tightly as a safe.  In order to foil any would-be assassins, he slept in a different one
each night.  Five chauffeur-driven limousines transported him wherever he went, each with
curtains closed so no one would know which contained Stalin.  So deep-seated were his
apprehensions that he employed a servant whose sole task was to monitor and protect his tea
bags.  Sdo much fore power on the human level – but God’s power is invincible, unconquerable
and when we apply it, it sets us free! 

PRAY/INVITE

 If God is for us, who can be against u s?  If Jesus sets us free, who can enslave us?   


