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Except for sleep-time, when I want the room pitch-black dark, I like good
lighting!  

In Molalla, we had a bathroom which was poorly lit with a 15 watt bulb. 
It was so gloomy that I put in a 100 watt bulb and what a difference!

Seems like they just don’t build houses with good lighting.  Our house is
an exception and has adequate ceiling illuminators in the kitchen and
dining areas.  Other parts are brightly lit, too, partly thanks to Dean for
installing a better fixture in our bathroom and John and Dean for putting
in the living room fixture. 

You may recall the old florescent lighting that used to be in here which
should make you appreciate the incandescent lighting as it is today.

Evidently Jesus believes in good lighting, too.  He told His disciples to be
lights and to let their lights shine!  That’s the nature of being a disciple:
to be a light for Jesus.  

Unfortunately, some whose light ought to be radiant have become dim
bulbs.  Some whose light ought to be visible and bright, have done less
than let their light shine.  We all need to pray the words of Linda’s song,

“Lord, let Your light
Light of Your face

Shine on us
Lord, let Your light
Light of Your face

Shine on us

That we may be saved
That we may have life

To find our way in the darkest night



Let Your light shine on us.”

Not only “we” or “us” but shine on the entire world as well.

What can we infer from Jesus’ words on letting our light shine?  Let’s hear
Him first: “You are the light of the world.  A city set on a hill cannot be
hidden; nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the
lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.  Let your light
shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and
glorify your Father who is in heaven.”  Matthew 5:14-16 (NASB). 

Notice:

I. IT IS NOT THE PURPOSE OF LIGHTS TO BE HIDDEN!
A. “nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on

the lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.”
Lights are for shining!  
1. When we turn on a light, it is because we want the light to

be visible!  Otherwise we’d just leave it dark.  
2. Jesus stated that people just don’t light a lamp and hide it. 

He is right.
B. If a thing does not work according to its purpose it is

dysfunctional.
1. It is the purpose of clocks to tell time, but if they don’t tell

time, they are useless.  
2. It is the purpose of refrigerators to keep food cold, but if

they fail to do that, they are useless.  
3. It is the purpose of light to shine, but if light is hidden, it

is useless.
4. When we have opportunity to share Jesus with others, and

don’t, we fail to live up to our purpose of light bearing.  
5. When we have opportunity to send missionaries, but fail

to fund and pray for them, we hide our light, contrary to its
purpose!  

C. Why would we hide our light?  Some hide their light because:
1. They are ashamed!  A middle school girl in The Dalles

carried her Bible in a sack from school to our house for
Bible Study.  Someone asked her why and she said, “I



don’t want people to see me carrying a Bible!”  But Jesus
said, “For whoever, is ashamed of Me and My words in
this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will
also be ashamed of him when He comes in the glory of His
Father with the holy angels.”  Mark 8:38 (NASB).

2. They are afraid!  “I don’t want to be persecuted or hurt!” 
But Jesus said, “Do not fear those who kill the body but
are unable, to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able
to destroy both soul and body in hell.”  Matthew:28
(NASB).

3. They want to mingle in with the world!  “I don’t want
Christ to put a damper on my social life!”  They want to
indulge in pleasure.  They want to live it up, have a good
time, be a party animal.  But Paul says, “Do not be
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the
will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and
perfect.”  Romans 12:2 (NASB).

4. They are just too busy!  “I have my sports and job and
hobby and social group and school and I’m just too busy!” 
Jesus said of that kind of folk, “The one who received the
seed that fell among the thorns is the man who hears the
word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of
wealth choke it, making it unfruitful.”  Matthew 13:22
(NIV).

5. They are just too lazy!  They always say they are “Too
tired, too worn out, too depleted!” so they hide their lamp
under their bed.  Proverbs 10:26 (NASB) says, "like
vinegar to the teeth and smoke to the eyes, so is the lazy
one to those who send him." 

6. They don’t think it is their job.  One pastor asked his
elders to take one night a week for calling.  They
discussed it among themselves and said, “Pastor, we don’t
ask you to do our jobs, and we don’t think you should ask
us to do yours.”

7. They are indifferent to the needs of others!  “As long as
I’m saved, that’s what matters.  If others go to hell that’s
their problem.”  But Jesus commanded, “go and make



disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.”  Matthew
28:19 (NLT).

D. Neither for fear nor favor let us fail to live out our purpose
of shining light for Jesus.

E. Light has a purpose and it is to shine.  Let me illustrate.  The
story is told of a lighthouse keeper who worked on a rocky
stretch of coastline and who received his new supply of oil once
a month to keep the light burning.  Not being far from shore, he
had frequent guests.  One night a woman from the village
begged some oil to keep her family warm.  Another time a father
asked for some to use in his lamp.  Another needed some to
lubricate a wheel.  Since all the requests seemed legitimate, the
lighthouse keeper tried to please everyone and granted them all. 

Toward the end of the month he noticed that the supply of oil
was very low.  Soon, it was gone, and the beacon light that was
to have been shining brightly, went out.  That night several
ships were wrecked and lives were lost. 

When the authorities investigated, the man was very repentant. 
To his excuses and pleading their reply was: "You were given
the oil for one purpose -- to keep that light burning!"

As it is the nature of fire to burn and orange trees to bear oranges, and cats
to bug you, so it is the nature of light to shine!  It is not the purpose of
lights to be hidden and

II. IT IS ABSURD TO HIDE OUR LIGHT!
A. Why would anyone do it?  It makes no sense! 

1. It would be like buying a new couch and then covering the
beautiful upholstery with old worn out gunnysacks. 
Absurd!

2. It would be like putting in a new carpet and then covering
it up with old worn out linoleum.  Absurd!

B. Consider the absurdity of:
1. Soldiers who won't join ranks or go to battle!
2. Students who refuse to learn!



3. Doctors who decline to treat the sick!
4. Bill collectors who won't take any payments!
5. Christians who won't let their light shine!

C. Hiding one's light is an absurdity because:
1. Putting a candle under a bushel suffocates the flame and

extinguishes the light!  A hidden witness soon dies out.
2. Light is intended to be visible and hiding it abrogates the

normal function of light!
3. There is no point whatsoever to light the lamp in the first

place if one is only going to conceal it! 
D. Some people curse the darkness but refuse to shed light by

lighting a candle.  Absurd.
E. An old lady finally had electricity installed in her house out

in the country, at considerable cost.  But in a week or so the
electric company sent someone to check the system as the
meter showed very little useage.  Seems that every evening
she used electric lights only to see long enough to fill and
light her oil lamp.  Then she turned off the electricity and
settled for the dim flickering light of the smoky oil lamp. 
Absurd.

It is not the purpose of lights to be hidden and it is absurd to hide our light. 
Furthermore,

III. IT IS BENEFICIAL TO LET OUR LIGHT SHINE!
A. Other than at night when we sleep or during a wartime

blackout, light is beneficial and we’d be in trouble without
it.  

B. There are 5 major functions of light that are advantageous
to mankind.
1. Light dispels darkness:  

a. That's a help and comfort for those who are afraid of
the gloom; no amount of dark can overcome the least
amount of light!

b. Our light dispels the darkness of sin and fear.
2. Light reveals things:  



a. If you don't quite make out the form of that thing in
the corner of your room in the dark, turn on the light
and it will reveal what you're looking at!  

b. Our light reveals Jesus and His saving grace.
3. Light gives power:  

a. Shine a flashlight onto a photoelectric cell and it will
produce small amounts of electricity.

b. Shining our light brings the gospel, the power of God
to salvation.

4. Light stimulates life:  
a. If you cover a spot on your lawn with cardboard,

denying it light, the grass will die!
b. Jesus brings life abundantly when we let our light

shine.
5. Light provides guidance:  

a. On the Columbia River you can see lights in various
places.  Ship captains on the river know that to line
up the lights in a certain way keeps them in the deep
channel of the river.

b. Shining our light leads and guides others to Jesus.
C. The world in every way is benefitted by the gospel light:

1. Marriages are improved.
2. Business, political and social ethics are enhanced.
3. It provides a sword for defeating the tempter.

D. You do the world a favor when you let your light shine in
such a way that God is glorified.  
1. Where the Bible is preached, believed and lived, life and

property are safe!  
2. That is a benefit to everyone!

E. A tightfisted old farmer, with an equally sour and skinflint
wife, was taking his hired man to task for carrying a lighted
oil lantern when he went to call on his sweetheart.  “Why,”
he exclaimed, “Why, when I went a-courtin’ I never wasted oil
carrying one of them things, I always went in the dark.”  “Yes,”
the hired man said, “and look at what you got!”  Apparently
light would have been a benefit.

Jesus brings us light.



"Again therefore Jesus spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the light of the world. 
If you follow Me, you won't be stumbling through the darkness, because
you will have the light that leads to life.’”  John 8:12 (NLT).  

With Jesus we have light, without Him we are stuck in darkness.  But we
must not absorb and hide that light.

We are to be His reflectors, we are to be His lower lights, shining so the
world can see the glory and grace of God in Jesus.  

Paul says, “You are to live clean, innocent lives as children of God in a
dark world full of crooked and perverse people.  Let your lives shine
brightly before them.”  Philippians 2:15 (NLT).  

Lord, let Your light
Light of Your face

Shine on us
Lord, let Your light
Light of Your face

Shine on us!

Come to the light, let it beam on you and in you and through you to a
world that will go on stumbling in the dark until it comes to know Jesus. 
Receive His light, be His light, shine His light for all to see.

PRAY


