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We have different ways of reaching things that are out of normal reach. 
C This step stool helps us reach the higher shelves.  
C This grabber reaches into crevices where fingers are too big to fit. 
C Same thing with this extendable magnet stick; you can reach under the shop table to pick

up that screw you dropped.  
C These walkie-talkies reach someone working in the back field. 
C The tongs are for reaching into the cook pot to see if the spaghetti is done.

The cross also reaches where our reach is too short.  Let’s look at the Scripture for today
to see where the cross reaches.

“When they came to the place called The Skull, there they crucified Him and the criminals,
one on the right and the other on the left.  But Jesus was saying, ‘Father, forgive them; for
they do not know what they are doing.’ And they cast lots, dividing up His garments among
themselves.  And the people stood by, looking on. And even the rulers were sneering at
Him, saying, ‘He saved others; let Him save Himself if this is the Christ of God, His Chosen
One.’  The soldiers also mocked Him, coming up to Him, offering Him sour wine, and
saying, ‘If You are the King of the Jews, save Yourself!’  Now there was also an inscription
above Him, ‘THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.’  One of the criminals who were hanged
there was hurling abuse at Him, saying, ‘Are You not the Christ? Save Yourself and us!’ 
But the other answered, and rebuking him said, ‘Do you not even fear God, since you are
under the same sentence of condemnation?  ‘And we indeed are suffering justly, for we are
receiving what we deserve for our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.’  And he
was saying, ‘Jesus, remember me when You come in Your kingdom!’  And He said to him,
‘Truly I say to you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise.’”  Luke 23:33-43 (NASB).  I
want to add Matthew’s record which says that both criminals mocked Him for awhile.  “The
robbers who had been crucified with Him were also insulting Him with the same words.”
Matthew 27:44 (NASB) 

WHEN I SPEAK TODAY ABOUT THE CROSS, I AM NOT REFERRING ONLY TO THE
WOODEN OBJECT ITSELF.  I AM REFERRING TO THE ACTION OF GOD IN JESUS
ON THAT WOODEN OBJECT.  I’M TALKING ABOUT THE SAVING WORK DONE BY
GOD THROUGH HIS ONLY SON ON THAT CROSS.  What does this NARRATIVE tell
us about the reach of the cross?

I. THE CROSS REACHES UP TO THE  HIGHEST HEAVEN:
A. “Jesus was saying, ‘Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are

doing.’”
1. Suffering unjustly, He did not suffer ungraciously.
2. As He prayed for His malefactors the cross reached all the way  to heaven



B. Think about this:
1. It is as if the upright beam was an antenna sending out the signal pleading for

hope, salvation and freedom from sin.
2. It is as if the upright beam was a direct connection between the Holy God and

sinful man.
3. Long before that cross reached up to heaven, heaven reached down to that cross. 

a. Jesus came from there to here specifically for the cross.
b. We are told that, “although He existed in the form of God, did not regard

equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the
form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.  Being found
in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the
point of death, even death on a cross.”  Philippians 2:5-8 (NASB).

C. Despite opposition by foes and neglect by friends, the cross still- reaches from earth
to heaven and back.

D. The cross. Reaching up to heaven, it opened the door for our access.
1. “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our

Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have obtained our introduction by
faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of
God.”  Romans 5:1-2 (NASB).

2. “And He came and preached peace to you who were far away, and peace to those
who were near; for through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to the
Father.”  Ephesians 2:17-18 (NASB).

3. “This was in accordance with the eternal purpose which He carried out in Christ
Jesus our Lord, in whom we have boldness and confident access through faith
in Him.”  Ephesians 3:11-12 (NASB).

E. A little boy, about 5 years old, was out in the back yard jumping up and down as
hard and high as he could.  As he jumped, he reached above himself as if to grasp
some unseen thing.  His mother noticed that he was getting frustrated coming down
with empty hands.  She called out, “Jimmy, what are you doing?”  He said, “I am
trying to get that frisbee on the garage roof.”  She looked up and saw the disk about
10 feet up.  “Oh Jimmy, you can never jump high enough to get the frisbee.”  Jimmy
replied, “Maybe I can if I try hard and jump higher.”  But he had to wait until Dad
got home and could get on the roof with the help of a ladder.  Dad did that and
brought the frisbee down to Jimmy.

Jimmy was no more deceived than those well-meaning individuals who think that
if they try hard enough they can reach heaven.  But it takes Jesus going up on the
cross to reach heaven and to bring it down to us.

NOT ONLY DOES THE CROSS REACH UP TO THE HIGHEST HEAVEN BUT AT THE
SAME TIME



II. THE CROSS REACHES DOWN TO THE LOWEST SINNER:
A. “And we indeed are suffering justly, for we are receiving what we deserve for our

deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.’  “ And he was saying, ‘Jesus,
remember me when You come in Your kingdom!’  And He said to him, ‘Truly I say
to you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise.’”

B. Here is a man who
1. Was a lowlife, guilty by his own admission.
2. Was a mocker right along with the mob.
3. Was totally undeserving of being remembered in any positive way.
4. Was unworthy of a place in Paradise.
5. Asked to be remembered and in that moment the cross reached him at his lowest

point in life and lifted him to his highest.
C. It is as if the upright beam was a lightning rod, attracting both the justice and

judgment of God for sins and the grace and mercy of God for sinners.
1. God reached down in Jesus on the cross to a broken, sinful, godless world.
2. Jesus, God in flesh, nailed to the cross brought down heaven to earth and

reached down into the lowest pit to save the worst.
D. The Pharisees and their scribes began grumbling at His disciples, saying, "Why do

you eat and drink with the tax collectors and sinners?"  And Jesus answered and
said to them, "It is not those who are well who need a physician, but those who are
sick.  I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance." Luke 5:30-32
(NASB).
1. Guess which group was on the short list and who on the long!
2. Guess which group has zero in it and which has us all.
3. Guess Who reaches the lowest sinners to make them righteous.

E. Let me illustrate reaching the lowest.  Imagine being submerged up to your chin in
the most vile, most disgusting, most foul smelling pond.  It has thousands of odor
units per cubic inch.  It has been infected with bacteria, virus, Mad Cow disease,
leprosy, cancer, and other awful diseases, and decayed clams.  Picture yourself
being submerged in it, tasting it, breathing it, having it get in your eyes, nose,
mouth and ears.

Then picture Jesus jumping into that pond of degradation to carry you out, to clean
you up and to give you hope and joy.  

That doesn’t even come close to what it was like for Jesus to be submerged into the filth and
death of sin to rescue us from it.

THE CROSS REACHES UP TO THE HIGHEST HEAVEN, DOWN TO THE LOWEST
SINNER AND, LASTLY

III. THE CROSS REACHES OUT TO THE ENTIRE WORLD:
A. There at the cross was a cross section of humanity: priests, peasants, Christians,

criminals, friend, foe, male, female, Jew, Gentile, righteous and unrighteous,
stubborn and penitent. 



1. Jesus included all of them!  Every last one of his tormentors was included in
His request of forgiveness.

2. The way to heaven is as narrow as the cross but as wide as whosoever will.
B. Hear what God says:

1. “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.”  John 3:16 (NASB).

2. “My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin.
And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous; and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only,
but also for those of the whole world.”  1 John 2:1-2 (NASB).

C. With arms wide open the cross invites, welcomes, embraces all who come, provided
that we come in faith with sincere hearts.

D. Two extreme points of view hinder many being one of the “whosoever will.”
1. There is the view: “I’m good enough and I don’t need saving!”
2. “There is the flip-side view, “I am so sinful and bad I can’t be saved.”
3. But beyond those extremes is the extreme of grace that says, to good and bad,

“The Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come.’ And let the one who hears say, ‘Come.’
And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who wishes take the water of
life without cost.” Revelation 22:17 (NASB).

4. Jesus is the friend of sinners but the enemy of sin!  He loves one as He loves
all.  He loves all as He loves one.  And He does not forget even one – not a
single one!

E. That reminds me of a story.  Dale Galloway told it in Chicken Soup For The Soul. 
I want to quote it because it is so well written:

“Little Chad was a shy, quiet young man. One day he came home and told his
mother that he’d like to make a valentine for everyone in his class. Her heart sank.
She thought, ‘I wish he wouldn’t do that!’ because she had watched the children
when they walked home from school. Her Chad was always behind them. They
laughed and hung on to each other and talked to each other. But Chad was never
included. Nevertheless, she decided she would go along with her son. So she
purchased the paper and glue and crayons. 

For three weeks, night after night, Chad painstakingly made 35 valentines.
Valentine’s Day dawned, and Chad was beside himself with excitement. He
carefully stacked them up, put them in a bag, and bolted out the door. His mother
decided to bake him his favorite cookies and serve them nice and warm with a cool
glass of milk when he came home from school. She just knew he would be
disappointed and maybe that would ease the pain a little. It hurt her to think that he
wouldn’t get many valentines – maybe none at all. 

That afternoon she had the cookies and milk on the table. When she heard the
children outside, she looked out the window. Sure enough, there they came,
laughing and having the best time. And, as always, there was Chad in the rear. He
walked a little faster than usual. She fully expected him to burst into tears as soon



as he got inside. His arms were empty, she noticed, and when the door opened she
choked back the tears. ‘Honey, I have some cookies and milk for you,’ she said. But
he hardly heard her words. He just marched right on by, his face glowing, and all
he could say was: ‘Not a one. Not a one.’ 

His mother’s heart sank at first, but then she noticed the huge smile on his face as
he added, ‘I didn’t forget a one, not a single one!’” 

Jesus didn’t forget a single one, either.  Not a single one!  He didn’t forget you – he didn’t
forget your sin and need of grace, mercy and forgiveness.  

Jesus has not forgotten a single promise He made to those who trust and obey Him.

He promised cheer, hope, peace, reconciliation, forgiveness, acceptance and a home eternal
in heaven.

You will never get to those promises until you come by the way of Jesus and the cross.  The


