
“HOW CAN GOD BLESS AMERICA?”/PSALM 32:12/2 CHRONICLES 7:13-14/07-05-15

David P. Nolte

I love America but I don’t like what it is becoming.  

• We err if we expect politicians to fix it.  
• We are mistaken if we think education is the answer.

• We can’t depend on economists for a solution.
• We are off-track if we believe that social

programs are the cure.
• WHO THEN?  WHAT THEN?

God supplies the answer.  “If I shut up the heavens so that there is no
rain, or if I command the locust to devour the land, or if I send
pestilence among My people, and My people who are called by My
name humble themselves and pray and seek My face and turn from
their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, will forgive their sin
and will heal their land.”  2 Chronicles 7:13-14 (NASB).

Linda sang, “God Bless America” and I am sure all of us echo that
prayer.  The Psalm makes it clear, however, that to be blessed, the Lord
must be our God.  “Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, The
people whom He has chosen for His own inheritance.”  Psalm 33:12
(NASB).

The opportunity to make a change in this great nation is in the hands
of God’s people.  God not only said who but how.  This holds true for
every nation wherein are God’s people. 

How do God’s people gain God’s blessing?  What did God prescribe
for our healing?  Who does He bless?



I. GOD BLESSES THE HUMBLE:
A. He has called for the humbling of His people.  

1. The word translated “humble” can also mean “to be bowed
down and submissive.”

2. Contextually, it means to lower ourselves before God and
to submit to Him.

B. We ought to do that because:
1. He made us and the creator has ascendancy over the created.

a. I know, I know; there is a small group of folk who worry
that robots are going to develop a conscious will and will
choose to rebel and rule the universe.  Not gonna happen;
God has that job and isn’t about to retire.

b. “Know that the LORD Himself is God; It is He who has
made us, and not we ourselves; We are His people and the
sheep of His pasture.”  Psalm 100:3 (NASB).

2. He owns us, having purchased us at Calvary.
a. “Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy

Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that
you are not your own?  For you have been bought with a
price: therefore glorify God in your body.”  1 Corinthians
6:19-20 (NASB).

b. Peter wrote, “If you address as Father the One who
impartially judges according to each one's work, conduct
yourselves in fear during the time of your stay on earth;
knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things
like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited
from your forefathers, but with precious blood, as of a
lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.” 
1 Peter 1:17-19 (NASB).

3. We owe it to Him for paying such a price.  Like a Roman
slave sold at auction.  He despised the purchaser until the
man said, “I have known you from boyhood and I purchased
you to set you free.”  Whereupon the freedman fell on his
knees and said, “I devote myself to your service for the rest
of my life!”



4. We want to please Him and He hates pride in every form:
conceit, arrogance, haughtiness, egotism.

5. We want His grace and He gives grace to the humble.
C. The point is, to bless America, God needs to see His people

humble before Him.
1. Honoring Him.
2. Obeying Him.
3. Worshiping Him.

D. The Bible says
1. “Therefore, putting aside all filthiness and all that remains

of wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted,
which is able to save your souls.”  James 1:21 (NASB).

2. “Who is wise and understanding among you?  Let him show
it by his good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes
from wisdom.”  James 3:13 (NIV).

3. The more we get into the word and the word gets into us,
the wiser we will be and the greater the impact we will have
on the DNA and character of America.

E. A poor man managed to save the life of the young son of a rich
man as ruffians sought to kidnap him for ransom.  A poor man
managed to save the life of a young boy as ruffians sought to
kidnap him for ransom.  To express his gratitude the boy’s
father gave a high position to the man in his household.

Other servants with seniority were jealous of this intruder so
they sought to ensnare him.  Noticing that once a week he
would surreptitiously sneak off to one room which was always
locked, and to which he alone had the key.  

He would enter, lock the door, and remain half an hour, then
come out, locking the door behind him.  The servants decided
that he must be stealing things and hiding them in that room. 
They went to the rich man with their accusation.



Being a just man he summoned the accused and made him
aware of the suspicion of the servants.

He replied: “Come with me and I will show you what I have
concealed.”  They all went and he showed them a tattered shirt,
patched pants and shoes with holes in the soles.  Then he said,
“These are my old clothes.  I kept them, and revisit them and
ask God to remind me of how blessed I am so that I do not yield
to the temptation to pride.”

May we never forget from whence Jesus has brought us and let that
humble us!

We as a nation need to remember how far God has taken us from the
days of the colonies.  We have been blessed; but for America to
continue to be blessed, we who believe need to humble ourselves. 
God blesses the humble.  And:

II. GOD BLESSES THE SEEKER:
A. He calls His people to pray and seek His face.”

1. This happens when we humble ourselves before Him.
2. It is antecedent to Him blessing us individually and

nationally.
B. Prayer is essentially seeking God’s face.

1. Like a little girl who wanted those to whom she was
speaking to be facing her and if they looked away for a
moment, she would take their face in her hands and gently
move it toward her.  She wanted a face to face dialogue and
full attention to what she was saying.

2. God wants a face to face with us, too.
3. It’s difficult to communicate meaningfully when our

attention is distracted to someone or something else.  We
can’t converse well if one party is engaged in some other
activity.

a. So, lay down whatever you are reading.



b. Turn off the media: TV, radio, I-Pod, I-Pad, cell phone.
c. Get into a quiet place alone if possible.
d. Shut out earthy things, cares and responsibilities, except to

pray about them.
e. Spend time getting prepared:

(1) Read a Psalm.
(2) Get focused on God by thinking of a hymn or chorus

that praises Him.-
C. Two significant truths to believe:

1. The First:  God urges us to seek and keep seeking
a. “When You said, "Seek My face," my heart said to You,

"Your face, O LORD, I shall seek.”  Psalm 27:8 (NASB).
b. “Seek the LORD and His strength; Seek His face

continually.”  1 Chronicles 16:11 (NASB). 
2. The Second: God is more than eager for us to find Him 

promises to let us find Him at any time and from any place:
a. “You will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me

with all your heart.” Jeremiah 29:13 (NASB).
b. King David testified, “In my distress I called upon the

LORD, Yes, I cried to my God; And from His temple He
heard my voice, And my cry for help came into His ears.” 
2 Samuel 22:7 (NASB).  I just have to share another
version, “A hostile world!  I called to GOD, to my God I
cried out.  From His palace He heard me call; my cry
brought me right into His presence — a private audience!” 
2 Samuel 22:7 (MSG).

D. For God to bless America, we, His people, who are called by
His Name, need to humble ourselves and pray and seek His
face.

E. Isn’t it strange that what we seek is often already near?  For
example.  When Keri was 3 I promised her a tricycle.  I went
first to the stores in Molalla – none to be found.  I drove 18
miles to Oregon City – zero.  I drove to Woodburn – nope! 
Silverton was fruitless.  I had driven 1 plus miles and got zip



– zero – nada!  One of my elders dropped by and I told him
about it.

He said, “Over on Cole Street there’s an old guy who fixes up
bicycles.  Maybe he has one!”  Voila!  Less than half mile from
home I found the perfect trike and got it for 50 cents!  It was
close by all the time.

We may look for God in some emotional experience or some
vision or overwhelming charismatic event – but it is when we
seek HIM – in prayer – not feelings, visions or experiences. 
Seek His face and find that He is not far away!  

As Paul said to the philosophers at Athens, “He made from one
man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the
earth, having determined their appointed times and the
boundaries of their habitation, that they would seek God, if
perhaps they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is
not far from each one of us; for in Him we live and move and
exist, as even some of your own poets have said, 'For we also
are His children.'”  Acts 17:26-28 (NASB).

Another version says, “Starting from scratch, He made the
entire human race and made the earth hospitable, with plenty
of time and space for living so we could seek after God, and
not just grope around in the dark but actually find Him. He
doesn't play hide-and-seek with us. He's not remote; He's near. 
We live and move in Him, can't get away from Him!”

God blesses the seeker.  Finally:

III. GOD BLESSES THE REPENTANT:
A. God said, “If .... My people, and My people who are called by

My name humble themselves and pray and seek My face and



turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, will
forgive their sin and will heal their land.” 

1. Notice that He didn’t say that if all His enemies turn from
their wicked ways He’d heal the land. 

2. He said specifically, “If My people turn from their wicked
ways ... I will heal the land.”

B. From what should His people repent?
1. One area of needed repentance is Denominational

divisiveness.
a. The plea of Restoration churches, of which we are part, is

unity between Christians not by compromise but by
restoring New Testament norms for the church.  It’s back to
the Bible, and away with man-made regulations.

b. We don’t claim to be the only Christians, but we aim to be
Christian only.

c. We stand for unity in essentials, liberty in opinions and in
all things love.

2. Another area of needed repentance is Apathetic outreach.  
a. When did you mention Jesus to an unbeliever?
b. I am not advocating a “jam-it-down-the-throat, shove-it-

in–the-face” approach.
c. We just need to be unashamed ambassadors for Jesus, -

gently sharing Him by sharing His love then His invitation.
3. Another area of needed repentance is Hyper-materialism:

a. Love of money and material goods.
b. Being consumers of all we get without contributing to the

needs of others.
c. Paul told Timothy: “But those who want to get rich fall

into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful
desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction.  For
the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by
longing for it have wandered away from the faith and
pierced themselves with many griefs.  But flee from these
things, you man of God, and pursue righteousness,



godliness, faith, love, perseverance and gentleness.” 
1 Timothy 6:9-11 (NASB).

d. And, “ Instruct those who are rich in this present world not
to be conceited or to fix their hope on the uncertainty of
riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to
enjoy.”  1 Timothy 6:17 (NASB).

C. Of these things God’s people may need to repent.  To repent
means to think differently so it causes us to act differently.

1. Not divisive – unifying where we can without compromise.
2. Reach out with and for Jesus in a patient, loving way.
3. Love people and use things don’t love things and use

people.
D. Let me just say this:

1. I include myself as one needing repentance – many times
daily.

2. Not even the best among us is excluded.
3. We are responsible for repenting of our own sins.
4. Until we do, we remain guilty and limit God’s bllessing.

E. Let me illustrate repentance as a change of mind that produced
a change of behavior.  Timmy wanted to play with Jimmy’s toy
soldiers but Jimmy told his younger brother to keep his hands
off.

That made Timmy so mad that he seethed with anger – and in
his anger decided that after everyone was asleep, he’d sneak
down and snap the heads off of every soldier – every one!  That
would fix that selfish rat Jimmy

So, everyone was conked out – except Timmy, who crept
surreptitious downstairs.  His angry heart leaping at the
opportunity to do bad to Jimmy.

He picked up one of the soldiers.  Savoring the moment of
sweet revenge, he prepared to snap off its head like a grape.



At the last moment, the thought came “How would you like
Jimmy to break your toys?”  And he changed his mind – he
repented – and instead of breaking the soldiers, he carefully
put them back into the box and went to bed.

Of what do you need to repent?  I’m sure there are not many criminals
present, but what about pride; greed; refusal to forgive; gluttony; lust;
lying; gossip; addictions?  We all fall in there somewhere and need to
change our minds and turn from it .

Pray for America – not that we be the richest or most powerful of all
nations but that we truly be one nation, under God; that “In God we
trust” will be more than words on our currency; that we be a leader in
Biblical righteousness.

America is not an organization, it’s a nation made of people!  And a
nation is changed one person at a time – now is the time for God’s
people to pave the way.  Be one of those who bring God’s blessing –
be humble and prayerful and repentant.


