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A man boarded a bus and after riding for an hour or so, asked the person next to him, “Do
,you have any idea when this bus will get to Salem?”  “Salem?  This bus isn’t going to
Salem – it’s going to Medford!”

Now, the man sincerely but mistakenly, thought he was on a Northbound bus when indeed
he was Southbound – and no amount of reasoning or sincerity would alter that fact.  Getting
on the wrong bus gets you to the wrong destination.  

So in life: believing in and trusting the wrong things won’t get you to the right eternal
destination.  The Bible teaches that by faith in Christ alone we have life that leads to
heaven.  The Colossians had that kind of faith.

Paul heard from Epaphras of the faith in Christ Jesus and the love the Colossians had for
others, so he wrote, “For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased
to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all
spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord,
to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the
knowledge of God;  strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, for the
attaining of all steadfastness and patience; joyously giving thanks to the Father, who has
qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in Light.  For He rescued us from the
domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we
have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  You will He is the image of the invisible God,
the firstborn of all creation.  For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things
have been created through Him and for Him.  He is before all things, and in Him all things
hold together.  He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the
firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself will come to have first place in everything.  For
it was the Father's good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him, and through Him to
reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross; through
Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in heaven. And although you were formerly
alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds, yet He has now reconciled you in His
fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him holy and blameless and
beyond reproach— if indeed you continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast, and
not moved away from the hope of the gospel that you have heard, which was proclaimed in
all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, was made a minister.”  Colossians 1:3-23
(NASB)



Linda sang, “In Christ alone my hope is found;  He is my light, my strength, my song.  This
Cornerstone, this solid ground Firm through the fiercest drought and storm.  What heights
of love, what depths of peace; When fears are stilled, when strivings cease; My Comforter,
my All in All.  Here in the love of Christ I stand.”

Jesus is at once both exclusive and inclusive: that is, He is the only way to know God and
receive eternal life; that’s exclusive; but anyone and everyone is welcome to come to Him
to be saved; that’s inclusive.  There are some significant facts that pertain to Christ alone:

I. IN CHRIST ALONE WE HAVE THE TRUE REVELATION OF GOD:
A. “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.”  The Bible is

clear on that point:
1. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was

God. ....  And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory,
glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.”  John 1:1, 14
NASB).

2. The Hebrew letter says, “And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact
representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. 
When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the
Majesty on high,”  Hebrews 1:3 (NASB).

3. “For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form.”  Colossians 2:9
(NASB).

4. “The god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might
not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”  2
Corinthians 4:4 (NASB).

B. We may have all sorts of ideas about God from various sources;
1. Some see Him as some impersonal force or energy or power without feelings,

intelligence or will.
2. Some see Him as apathetic and indifferent.
3. Some see Him as impetuous, unpredictable and vacillating.
4. Some see Him as a grinch-like bogey who is a major kill-joy.
5. Some see Him as an angry and wrathful God who takes great delight in frying

another sinner.
6. Some see Him as a tolerant, soft-headed Heavenly Grandparent who never says

“No!”
C. Jesus had been with His disciples for about 3 years when he said, “If you had known

Me, you would have known My Father also; from now on you know Him, and have
seen Him.  Philip said to Him, "Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us." 
Jesus said to him, "Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to
know Me, Philip?  He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how can you say, 'Show
us the Father?’”  John 14:7-9 (NASB).

1. If you want to know God, know Jesus.
2. If you want to know what God desires, find out what Jesus desired.
3. If you want to know what God would do, see what Jesus did.



D. Now and then you will see someone with such a distinctive appearance that there
is no doubt as to who his father is.  That’s how it is with Jesus and the Father – the
Son clearly represents the Father.

E. Now, in turn, we need to reveal Jesus in Christlike lives.  We need to be like Him,
but unfortunately that just isn’t our innate ability.  It has to be born into us.  I have
met several Presley brothers and believe me they have a strong family resemblance
– no doubt who they look like!  Jesus shows us what God looks like; may we
faithfully show the world what Jesus looks like.  With His Spirit and Word in us,
we can become like Him – let’s practice that.

The song said, “In Christ alone, who took on flesh; Fullness of God in helpless Babe.  This
gift of love and righteousness.  Scorned by the ones He came to save.”  

IN CHRIST ALONE WE SEE GOD REVEALED AND:

II. IN CHRIST ALONE WE HAVE BEEN RESCUED BY GOD:
A. Again, the Bible speaks clearly about this:

1. “For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom
of His beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”

2. Peter preached it, “For you know that God paid a ransom to save you from the
empty life you inherited from your ancestors.  And the ransom he paid was not mere
gold or silver.  It was the precious blood of Christ, the sinless, spotless Lamb of
God.”  1 Peter 1:18-19 (NLT).

B. We are rescued:
1. From

a. Darkness: untruth, ignorance, superstition, evil, hate.
b. Sin: its power and penalty.
c. An empty, futile life.

2. For
a. Citizenship in God’s kingdom.
b. Light: truth, confidence, goodness, wisdom, true knowledge.
c. Full, rich, abundant life.

C. To be rescued:
1. Implies being in some sort of jeopardy from which we need rescue; and apart

from Jesus the jeopardy is condemnation.  John wrote, “He who believes in the
Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the
wrath of God abides on him.”  John 3:36 (NASB).

2. Means that we are dependant on someone else to get us out of jeopardy: John also
wrote: “For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that
the world might be saved through Him.”  John 3:17 (NASB).

3. Brings a sense of being indebted to the rescuer: Paul wrote, “He died for
everyone so that those who receive his new life will no longer live for
themselves.  Instead, they will live for Christ, who died and was raised for them.” 
2 Corinthians 5:15 (NLT).



D. We were in jeopardy, Jesus rescued us and we owe Him our loyalty and our lives. 
Paul prayed for the Colossians that they would, “walk in a manner worthy of the
Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work.”

E. There is joy when we realized how we have benefitted because He rescued us.  Let
me illustrate that.  A few years ago while roofing the new gym at Eastside, I started
slipping on the gravel from the 3-tab roofing.  Suddenly, I was grasped around the
waist and kept from falling – by a very husky 6th grade boy – to this day I call him
“my hero!”  He surely came to my rescue that day.

IN CHRIST ALONE WE HAVE BEEN RESCUED AND:

III. IN CHRIST ALONE WE HAVE RECONCILIATION TO GOD: 
A. “Although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds,

yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present
you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach.”

1. Alienated: Isaiah wrote, “But your iniquities have made a separation between you
and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you so that He does not
hear.”  Isaiah 59:2 (NASB).

2. But Paul wrote, “For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through
the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His
life.”  Romans 5:10 (NASB).

B. Paul said, “Don’t forget that you Gentiles used to be outsiders.  You were called
‘uncircumcised heathens’ by the Jews, who were proud of their circumcision, even
though it affected only their bodies and not their hearts.  In those days you were
living apart from Christ.  You were excluded from citizenship among the people of
Israel, and you did not know the covenant promises God had made to them.  You
lived in this world without God and without hope.  But now you have been united
with Christ Jesus.  Once you were far away from God, but now you have been
brought near to him through the blood of Christ.”  Ephesians 2:11-13 (NLT).

1. Outsiders.
2. Uncircumcised heathens
3. Excluded.
4. Without God or hope.

C. We were far away
1. Our minds were far away from God.
2. Our hearts were far away from God.
3. Our desires were far away from God.
4. Our lives were far away from God.

D. In our alienated state three voices spoke:
1. Satan’s voice: “You don’t need God; God won’t accept you; life will be boring with

God.”  Don’t listen!
2. The voice of Law: “You don’t deserve God; you are guilty; stay away!”  Don’t

listen!



3. The voice of God: “Let anyone who is thirsty come.  Let anyone who desires drink
freely from the water of life.”  Revelation 22:17 (NLT).  PAY HEED AND BE
RECONCILED.

E. Let me illustrate reconciliation.  Once there were two brothers who shared adjoining
farms.  For over 40 years they worked side by side, sharing equipment and helping
each other out whenever needed.  Then one day a rift developed.  It began with a
small misunderstanding and it grew into a major difference, and finally it exploded
into an exchange of bitter words followed by months of angry silence.

One day the older brother, Pete, was out in his fields when a pick-up truck pulled up.  Out
jumped a man who approached Pete carrying a carpenter’s toolbox.  “I’m looking for a few
days work” he said. “Perhaps you would have a few small jobs I could do for you?”  “Well,
yes I do," said Pete….."See that creek down there, it’s the border between my brother’s farm
and mine.  I want you to take that timber over there by the barn and build me a new fence,
right next to that creek.   Make it a real tall one, so I don’t have to look over at my stinkin’
brother and his farm any more.” 

The carpenter was glad to have the work, “I understand…. I’ll get the job done.”  So the
carpenter set about working. 

Meanwhile, farmer Pete drove into town.  When he returned at sunset he was shocked to see
there was no fence!

Instead the carpenter had built a bridge and walking across it was the younger brother.  He
held out his hand and spoke to Pete, “After all I’ve done to you I can’t believe you’d still
reach out to me…..You’re right….. It’s time to bury the hatchet”. The two brothers met at
the middle of the bridge and embraced and were reconciled to one another.

Even when we were enemies, God was at work to reconcile us to Himself.  He built a
bridge, not a wall – and when we cross over to Him by faith, he welcomes us EVEN AFTER
ALL WE’VE DONE – and we are reconciled.
 
“As Jesus died The wrath of God was satisfied; For every sin on Him was laid.  Here in the
death of Christ I live, I live.  And as He stands in victory Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me. 
For I am His and He is mine Bought with the precious blood of Christ.”
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