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We talk about so many things.  Some of those things are not important at all except as an
item of interest, like how the Cowboys should have a super draft pick and who they might
pick; some are significant topics like how to help someone in need; some topics of
conversation should be eliminated all together such as gossip or slander toward someone
else.

It is always nice to reminisce and to talk about sweet memories; it is refreshing to discuss
how God has blessed us.

And, as that song suggested, “Let’s talk about Jesus.”  That is always a good topic for
discussion.

Let’s talk about Jesus – and to begin we will read the Scripture: “ At that time the Roman
emperor, Augustus, decreed that a census should be taken throughout the Roman Empire. 
(This was the first census taken when Quirinius was governor of Syria.)  All returned to
their own ancestral towns to register for this census.  And because Joseph was a descendant
of King David, he had to go to Bethlehem in Judea, David’s ancient home. He traveled there
from the village of Nazareth in Galilee.  He took with him Mary, his fiancée, who was now
obviously pregnant.  And while they were there, the time came for her baby to be born.  She
gave birth to her first child, a son. She wrapped him snugly in strips of cloth and laid him
in a manger, because there was no lodging available for them.  That night there were
shepherds staying in the fields nearby, guarding their flocks of sheep.  Suddenly, an angel
of the Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of the Lord’s glory surrounded them.
They were terrified, but the angel reassured them. ‘Don’t be afraid!’ he said. ‘I bring you
good news that will bring great joy to all people.  The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the
Lord—has been born today in Bethlehem, the city of David!  And you will recognize him
by this sign: You will find a baby wrapped snugly in strips of cloth, lying in a manger.’ 
Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others—the armies of heaven—praising
God and saying, ‘’Glory to God in highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with whom
God is pleased.”  Luke 2:1-14 (NLT).

I. LET’S TALK ABOUT HIS LOWLINESS:
A. The angel said, “You will find a baby wrapped snugly in strips of cloth, lying in a

manger.”
1. Not wrapped in fine linens or soft blankets– just plain strips of cloth. 
2. Not a palace with servants and attendants.
3. Not a nice house with warmth and comfort.
4. Not a birthing center with trained nurses and aides.
5. A manger – basically a trough for feeding farm animals.



B. That's just God's way!  He always chooses the unchosen; brings in the left out; sees
the overlooked; remembers the forgotten!
1. Because Jesus Christ was born in a manger, He has a heart to identify with us,

whoever we are, wherever we are, whatever we experience, whenever we hurt!
a. He feels with and heals our broken hearts.
b. He understands the downtrodden and abused.
c. He sympathizes with the poor and the needy.
d. He is touched by the feeling of our infirmities!

2. So, “Why the manger?”  So He could identify with the lowly of earth and they
with Him.

C. Remember:
1. Jesus, “who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with

God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a
bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.  Being found in appearance
as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even
death on a cross.”  Philippians 2:6-8 (NASB).

2. He said, “Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble
in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.”  Matthew 11:29 (NASB).

D. In His lowliness He lost none of his Godliness – all the fullness of deity dwelt in
Him in human form.
1. In His lowliness He revealed the heart and will and love of God the Father.
2. In His lowliness He showed us what a perfect man is.

E. Let me illustrate His lowliness:  At a reception honoring musician Sir Robert Mayer
on his 100th birthday, elderly British socialite Lady Diana Cooper fell into
conversation with a friendly woman who seemed to know her well.  Lady Diana's
failing eyesight prevented her from recognizing her fellow guest, until she peered
more closely at the magnificent diamonds and realized she was talking to Queen
Elizabeth!  Lady Diana curtsied and stammered, "Ma'am, oh, ma'am, I'm sorry
ma'am. I didn't recognize you without your crown!"

"It was so much Sir Robert's evening," the queen replied, "that I decided to leave it
behind."  But she did wear that crown again.  When the Jews saw Jesus they did not
recognize Him because He had left His crown behind when He was born to Mary–
but He put it on again when He arose from the dead.

II. LET’S TALK ABOUT HIS LOVE:
A. “‘Don’t be afraid!’ he said. ‘I bring you good news that will bring great joy to all

people.  The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in
Bethlehem.’”
1. Love casts out cringing fear!  We must fear (stand in awe) of God, but we need

not be afraid of Him!
2. Love brings joy – genuine gladness in spite of circumstances.
3. Love comes to the rescue – and Jesus rescues us when He saves us!

B. The Bible speaks of His love:
1. “Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you; abide in My love.”  John

15:9 (NASB).



2. “Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends.” 
John 15:13 (NASB).

3. “We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay
down our lives for the brethren.”  1 John 3:16 (NASB)

C. His love for us is not based on anything loveable or desirable in us, as much as we
would like to believe otherwise.
1. Magnets attract iron because it is their nature to do so; the sun gives off light and

heat because it is its nature to do so; salmon spawn upstream because it is their
nature to do so.

2. He loves us because it is His nature to do so: God IS love.
3. “In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to

be the propitiation for our sins.”  1 John 4:10 (NASB).  That would apply to
Jesus, God the Son.

D. Not many would die for an enemy – most of us have few loved ones for whom we
would die.  What Paul wrote is true, “For while we were still helpless, at the right
time Christ died for the ungodly.  For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though
perhaps for the good man someone would dare even to die.  But God demonstrates
His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.  Much
more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath
of God through Him.  For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God
through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved
by His life.  And not only this, but we also exult in God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation.”  Romans 5:6-11
(NASB).

E. Here is a story of redeeming love.  Stephen Olford tells of  Peter Miller, a Baptist
pastor during the American Revolution, who lived in Ephrata, Pennsylvania, and
enjoyed the friendship of George Washington.  In Ephrata also lived Michael
Wittman, an evil-minded sort who did all he could to oppose and humiliate the
pastor.  One day Michael Wittman was arrested for treason and sentenced to die.
Peter Miller traveled seventy miles on foot to Philadelphia to plead for the life of the
traitor.

"No, Peter," General Washington said. "I cannot grant you the life of your friend." 
"My friend!" exclaimed the old preacher. "He's the bitterest enemy I have."  "What?"
cried Washington. "You've walked seventy miles to save the life of an enemy?  That
puts the matter in different light. I'll grant your pardon." And he did.

Peter Miller took Michael Wittman back home to Ephrata--no longer an enemy but
a friend.  Because He loved us enough to die for us, Jesus brings us back to God not
as enemies but as His children.

III. LET’S TALK ABOUT HIS LORDSHIP:
A. “‘The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in Bethlehem, the

city of David!’”
B. The word for “Lord” in this text means “having power or authority as the master or

owner.” (Vines).
1. This implies that He orders, we obey.



2. It means that He sends, we submit.
3. It says that He commands, we comply.

C. No one can rightly call Him Savior who has not yielded to Him as Lord.  When you
read the New Testament you will note that when “Lord” and “Savior” are used
together as a title, it is always “Lord and Savior” not “”Savior and Lord.”
1. Lord first – obey Him.
2. Savior next – trust Him.

D. Jesus said, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him,
and We will come to him and make Our abode with him.  He who does not love Me
does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine, but the Father's
who sent Me.”  John 14:23-24 (NASB).

E. We need to recognize and comply with the authority of our Lord.  To illustrate:  The
captain of a battleship looked into the dark night and saw faint lights in the distance.
Immediately he told his signalman to send a message" "Alter your course 10 degrees
south."  Promptly a return message was received: "Alter your course 10 degrees
north."  

The captain was angered; his command had been ignored.  So he sent a second
message: "Alter your course 10 degrees south--I am the captain!"  Soon another
message was received: "Alter your course 10 degrees north--I am seaman third class
Jones."

Immediately the captain sent a third message, knowing the fear it would evoke:
"Alter your course 10 degrees south--I am a battleship."  Then the reply came "Alter
your course 10 degrees north--I am a lighthouse."  The captain would imperil his ship
if he failed to heed those instructions.

We are like that captain and Paul Aiello wrote, “In the midst of our dark and foggy
times, all sorts of voices are shouting orders into the night, telling us what to do,
how to adjust our lives. Out of the darkness, one voice signals something quite
opposite to the rest- -something almost absurd. But the voice happens to be the Light
of the World, and we ignore it at our peril.”

"He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will
not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him."  John 3:36 (NASB).

PRAY

Have you obeyed Jesus command to repent and be baptized?  
Have you obeyed His command to love one another as He loves you?  

Have you obeyed His command to share your faith with others that they might know
Him as Lord and Savior?  

In whatever you need to be obedient, do it now as we sing, “I Surrender All.”


