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Life is full of things to learn.  Some of life’s lessons are harsh and difficult – some are easy
and sweet.  You learn really fast that a stove is hot if you back into it – not so sweet!  But
you learn that a milkshake is nice and cold when you take a swig.  It’s of the sweet lessons
I want to speak today.  Life lessons from a little girl.

It was on a Friday, at mid-afternoon, when a family came to the barn to pick raspberries and
one of the sweetest things that ever happened to me, happened to me!

It was in Childers’ Berry barn and while Marlene was taking care of some u-pickers, I sat
behind her feeling really tired.  The little girl did something kind and gentle that I will never
forget!

She was so little and so quiet that if I had not seen her enter and walk directly over to where
sat, I would not have known she was next to me until she put her little hand on my shoulder
and smiled at me.  It was a warm and precious grandpa-grandchild moment.

I smiled at her and asked, “Do you need anything?”  She softly said, “No,” and after a
moment or two returned to her parents.  Together they went into the field to pick berries. 
More about her later.

She suggests to me the way in which we ought to respond to others we meet along the way. 
Paul put it this way:

“Therefore if there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any consolation of love, if
there is any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and compassion,  make my joy
complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on
one purpose.  Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind
regard one another as more important than yourselves; do not merely look out for your own
personal interests, but also for the interests of others.” Philippians 2:1-4 (NASB).

“Bear one another's burdens, and thereby fulfill the law of Christ.”

“Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we will reap if we do not grow weary. 
So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially to those
who are of the household of the faith.”  Galatians 6:1-10 (NASB).

So how did this wee one give a huge heaven sent blessing?  



I. SHE CARED:
A. She showed the consolation of love; affection and compassion!

1. Obviously she thought I needed a comfort, a touch of kindness.
2. What an example of gentle kindness – and how true it is that a child shall lead us.

B. To follow her example:
1. Look around you: You don’t have to look far to see broken, lonely, discouraged

people who need a hand on their shoulder.  It might be someone in your
neighborhood or someone here in this room with you.

2. Look within you.  What are you feeling toward that needy person?  Can you find
any fellowship of the Spirit, any affection and compassion?

3. Look beyond you.  “Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with
humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves; do not
merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of
others.”

4. Look above you.  Take your cue from God on high whose caring is infinite ad
tender!

C. And when we have surveyed the situation and recognize the need “while we have
opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially to those who are of the
household of the faith.”

D. It is like
1. The good Samaritan who inconvenienced himself, exposed himself to danger, and

indebted himself for a stranger beaten and left dead.
2. The lad who offered his 5 loaves and 2 fish to Jesus who fed the multitude.

E. I want to illustrate really caring.  One day an old lady with white hair, starved
features, and tottering steps, leaning upon a cane came to see her pastor.  She sank
heavily into a chair and told her heartbroken story. Her utterly debauched and
worthless son, who for thirty years had brought nothing but sorrow to the heart of his
mother, had been arrested for an assault from which his victim had died. He was
lying in jail awaiting trial.  The bruised heart of the aged mother yearned for her boy,
for he was still a boy to her.  In a moment of indignation the pastor asked,  "Why do
you not leave him where he is and forget about him?  He does not care for you."  Her
eyes filled afresh with tears, her head sank lower, as she answered with infinite
tenderness, "No, I know he does not care for me, but I care for him, and nothing will
ever change that."

Like that mother, I felt that the little girl cared. And also

II. SHE DARED;
A. She was not afraid to do what her heart led her to do.  She was “intent on one

purpose” – and that purpose was simply to console an old guy who looked like he
needed an encouraging touch!
1. It still amazes me – she walked right up to me, put her little hand on my shoulder

as though we had known one another for a lifetime.
2. No fear, no hesitation, no shyness kept her from doing what she thought was the

right thing to do.



B. Sometimes we adults hold back on reaching out for some sort of fear or hesitation.
1. Maybe we fear being rejected or rebuffed.  I once bought a lunch combo for a

homeless guy in McDonald only to be rejected: “I don’t eat meat!”  That taught
me to ask, “Can I buy you lunch?”

2. Maybe we fear being taken advantage of if we reach out.  There are givers and
takers in the world and we dread those takers!

3. Maybe we fear doing the wrong thing and end up making things worse.  If we
give them money will it go to alcohol, tobacco or drugs?  Will it further their
indolence?  Will it encourage them to keep using others?

C. John Ortberg said, "The decision to grow always involves a choice between risk and
comfort.  This means that to be a follower of Jesus, you must renounce comfort as
the ultimate value of your life. And that’s sobering news to most of us, because
we’re into comfort..”  So step out of your comfort zone, forego convenience, set
aside fear and hesitation and care actively for someone in need!  Dare to care!

D. Compassion is courageous. 
1. It puts rescue workers, firefighters, police officers, and military personnel in

danger to help someone else.
2. It requires folk in the medical profession to expose themselves to deadly virus to

treat someone afflicted by it.
3. It motivates the strong to defend the weak who cannot defend themselves.
4. It enables missionaries to venture into hostile areas to proclaim Christ though

they know it might cost their lives..
5. The little girl was emboldened by compassion to offer me a comforting touch.

E. One day a man had just arrived by train from a trip.  He was anxious to go home and
be with his wife and children.   He was hurrying along the streets, when he saw on
the bank of the river a lot of excited men.  "What is the matter?" he shouted.  They
replied, "A boy's in the water."  "Why don't you save him?" he asked.  In a moment,
throwing down his bag and pulling off his coat, he jumped into the stream, grasped
the boy in his arms, struggled with him to the shore, and, as he wiped the water from
his dripping face and brushed back the hair, he exclaimed: "Oh, it is my own little
boy!"  He dared to  plunged in for the boy of somebody else and saved his own.

As that father dared to risk his life to save the boy, this little girl dared risk rejection by
putting her small hand on my shoulder – compassion is courageous compassion dares to do
good!  The little girl dared and:

III. SHE SHARED:
A. “Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we will reap if we do not grow

weary.  So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, and
especially to those who are of the household of the faith.” 

B. In a non-material way the little girl gifted me with a precious commodity:
1. She gave me joy.
2. She gave me comfort.
3. She gave me compassion.
4. She gave me a refreshed spirit.



5. She gave me a small, warm memory that time cannot efface.
C. What can you share with another person?

1. Can you help a single mother by providing child care, or an outing,  once in
awhile?

2. Can you assist a senior citizen with transportation occasionally?
3. Can you serve at Helping Hands, FISH or Adult and Teen Challenge from time

to time?
4. Can you be of some encouragement to someone in grief?
5. Can you provide hospitality for newcomers to Crabtree Christian Church?

D. “Do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of
others.”  Not being a Nosy Parker or buttinski or Peeping Tom, just wholesome,
unselfish concern.

E. Let me illustrate looking at the interests of others and sharing.  When a man named
Paul came out of his office, a boy about 10 years old  was walking around a shiny
new car, admiring it. "Is this your car, mister?" he asked.

Paul nodded. "My brother gave it to me for Christmas."  The boy looked astounded.
"You mean your brother gave it to you, and it didn't cost you nothing? Boy, I wish
..."  He hesitated, and Paul knew what he was going to wish. He was going to wish
he had a brother like that.  But what the lad said jarred Paul all the way down to his
heels, "I wish," the boy went on, "that I could be a brother like that."

Paul looked at the boy in astonishment, then impulsively asked, "Would you like to
ride in my car?"  After a short ride the boy asked, "Mister, would you mind driving
in front of my house?"  Paul smiled , thinking the boy wanted to show his neighbors
that he could ride in a big automobile.  But Paul was wrong again.

"Will you stop right where those two steps are?" the boy asked.  He ran up the steps.
Then, in a little while, he came back carrying his little polio-crippled brother. He sat
him down on the bottom step, and pointed to the car.

"There she is, Buddy, just like I told you upstairs. His brother gave it to him for
Christmas, and it didn't cost him a cent. And someday I'm gonna give you one just
like it. Then you can see for yourself all the pretty things in the Christmas windows
that I've been trying to tell you about."

Paul got out and lifted the little lad to the front seat of his car. The shining-eyed
older brother climbed in beside him and the three of them took a pleasant   ride.

The little girl cared, dared and shared.  When the family came back to the barn to pay for
the berries, I gave the little girl an Otter Pop and asked, “”How old are you?”  She said she
was three.  I asked, “What is your name/’ and she said, “Grace!”  And to this day I declare
it is a fitting name for one who so small knows how to show grace to a tired old man.   I
believe it was a divine moment when God used a little girl to bless me with fresh grace.



He waits to use you to bless someone, too.  You can be the instrument of His New Grace. 

(SONG: NEW GRACE) 

“Therefore if there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any consolation of love, if
there is any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and compassion,  make my joy
complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on
one purpose.  Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind
regard one another as more important than yourselves; do not merely look out for your own
personal interests, but also for the interests of others.”  Philippians 2:1-4 (NASB).

“Bear one another's burdens, and thereby fulfill the law of Christ.”

“Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we will reap if we do not grow weary. 
So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially to those
who are of the household of the faith.”  Galatians 6:1-10 (NASB). 

The little girl taught that  by action and this old man’s spirit was lifted up.  Jesus wants to
lift you, too – let Him do that as we stand to sing.


