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Just about any male can be a biological father but it takes a special

man to be a dad.  

This is Father’s Day so the sermon centers on Dads – but the points

I hope to make are non-gender-specific so ladies, don’t go off into

La-La-Land hoping hubby will catch it right between the eyes.

As we consider Fatherhood, there are Dads that are just Duds and

Dads that are Just Dandy!  My own Dad was one of the good ones. 

He was my kind of Dad.

Time was when I didn’t think he knew much and as the song said, 

“I didn’t wanna listen to what you were sayin’!

I thought that I knew all I need to know.

I didn’t realize that somewhere inside me

I knew you were right but I couldn’t say so.”

Well, I’ll say so now.  And the principles I want to share are ones

Dad taught by word and deed.  

They are simple ideas; nothing profound or earth-shaking.  But they

form the character of my kind of Dad.

Hear Solomon’s words as a basis for the sermon today  

“He who speaks truth tells what is right, But a false witness, deceit. 

There is one who speaks rashly like the thrusts of a sword, But the

tongue of the wise brings healing.  Truthful lips will be established

forever, But a lying tongue is only for a moment.  Deceit is in the



heart of those who devise evil, But counselors of peace have joy.  No

harm befalls. the righteous, But the wicked are filled with trouble. 

Lying lips are an abomination to the LORD, But those who deal

faithfully are His delight.”  Proverbs 12:17-22 (NASB).

So, here’s my kind of Dad:

I. HE’S A TRUTHFUL MAN:

A. “He who speaks truth tells what is right, But a false

witness, deceit.”

1. Dad always said:

a. “If you ask me a question I won’t tell you a lie. 

I may tell you ‘It’s none of your business!’ but I

won’t tell you a lie.”

b. “Never tell me a lie about anything and

everything will be okay.”

2. Dad, like God, hated a lie or a deception of any sort. 

Solomon said,  “There are six things which the LORD

hates, Yes, seven which are an abomination to Him: 

Haughty eyes, a lying tongue, And hands that shed

innocent blood,  A heart that devises wicked plans,

Feet that run rapidly to evil,  A false witness who

utters lies, And one who spreads strife among

brothers.”  Proverbs 6:16-19 (NASB).

B. Note these traits of a man of truth:

1. A man of truth honors his commitments:

a. Unless he is actually unable to do so for a true

and conscientious reason.

b. And will find a way to compensate for the

unfulfilled promise as quickly as possible.

2. A man of truth will not mislead with deceptive words. 

For example: “Two men worked on a large



ocean-going vessel.  One day the mate, who normally

did not drink, became intoxicated. 

The captain, who hated him, entered in the daily log:

“Mate drunk today.” He knew this was his first

offense, but he wanted to get him fired.  The mate was

aware of his evil intent and begged him to change the

record.  The captain, however, replied, “It’s a fact,

and into the log it goes!” 

A few days later the mate was keeping the log, and

concluded it with: “Captain sober today.” Realizing

the implications of this statement, the captain asked

that it be removed.  In reply the mate said, “It’s a fact,

and in the log it stays!”

3. A man of truth speaks the whole truth but in kindness

and love.  More about this later.

4. A man of truth is sincere in compliment, never a vain

flatterer who butters up others for personal benefit.

5. A man of truth owns his flaws and failures and does

not blame others.

6. A man of truth gives credit where credit is due and

does claim it for himself.

7. A man of truth walks his talk.

C. Well, you catch the drift: be a man (woman) of integrity

and truth.

D. Two brothers were getting ready to boil some eggs to color

for Easter. 

“I’ll give you five dollars if you let me break three of these

on your head,” said the older one.  “Promise?” asked the



younger.  “Promise!”  Gleefully, the older boy broke two

eggs over his brother’s head. 

Standing stiff for fear the gooey mess would get all over

him, the little boy asked, “When is the third egg coming?” 

“It’s not,” replied the brother. “That would cost me

five dollars.”  The yolk was on the little guy to is

dismay!

The older boy misled his brother – that is not being truthful.

My kind of Dad is a TRUTHFUL MAN.  Furthermore:

II. HE’S A TENDER SPEAKING MAN: 

A. “There is one who speaks rashly like the thrusts of a

sword, But the tongue of the wise brings healing.”  

1. The word translated as “rashly,” or, “reckless

words,” or, “piercing” means, “to speak ill-

advisedly, or angrily.”

2. The NLT says it like this “Some people make

cutting remarks, but the words of the wise bring

healing.”

B. The Bible has something to say about our manner of

speaking to or about others:

1. Jesus warned against malicious, insulting, hateful

words.

2. Paul wrote, “Make a clean break with all cutting,

backbiting, profane talk.  Be gentle with one

another, sensitive.  Forgive one another as quickly

and thoroughly as God in Christ forgave you.” 

Ephesians 4:31-32 (MSG).



3. James adds, “But the tongue may not be

controlled by man; it is an unresting evil, it is full

of the poison of death.  With it we give praise to

our Lord and Father; and with it we put a curse on

men who are made in God’s image.  Out of the

same mouth comes blessing and cursing.  My

brothers, it is not right for these things to be so.”

James 3:8-10 (BBE).

4. You know the old saying:

“Sticks and stones may break my bones;

But words will never hurt me!”

a. What a lie!

b. People are hurt every day by

(1) Slander and gossip.

(2) Lies and scams which they believe to

their loss.

(3) Harsh, cruel, mean words which break

the heart and spirit. 

(4) Discouraging, negative words that let

the wind out of the sails.  “I knew you

couldn’t do it!  You’ll never succeed.”

(5) Calling others demeaning names:

“Loser!”  “Useless!”  

C. Being tender in speech does not imply timidity nor

does it preclude correction, criticism or rebuke.

1. It means that when we have to do rebuke or

criticize, it is gentle, kind and merciful in intent

and tone.

2. It means returning a soft answer for a harsh word.



3. It means answering questions patiently without

implying that the asker is a nincompoop.

4. It means saying soothing words of comfort to a

heavy heart.

5. It means speaking words of conciliation:

a. When you offend: God has convicted me that

I was wrong and I apologize; will you

forgive me?”

b. When you are offended:”I forgive you.”

D. Instead of speaking kindly and tenderly, a man was in

the habit of criticizing others bluntly.  He was as

subtle as a sledge hammer.

He came to his pastor after church and said, “For your

information, your tie is way too long; it distracted my

attention away from your sermon – which by the way

was boring!”

The pastor said, “I don’t want to be offensive so get

some scissors to cut my tie off to the right length.”

When that had been accomplished the pastor said

“Now, Ben, sometimes your tongue is too long, so

stick it out so I can trim it a bit.”  Ben got the point. 

Did you?

My kind of Dad is a TRUTHFUL MAN, A TENDER SPEAKING

MAN AND FINALLY:



III. HE’S A TRUSTWORTHY MAN:

A. “Those who deal faithfully are His delight.”

1. The word translated “faithfully” means, “worthy

of trust.”

2. It refers to one who is dependable and upon whom

you can rely.

B. We trust all sorts of untrustworthy stuff:

1. Some people won’t get out of bed if they have a

bad horoscope or a bad psychic reading.

2. We listen to the slick delivery of the infomercials,

buy the product only to discover that the painless

hair remover makes you feel like a live chicken

being plucked.

C. But there is that which is reliable, dependable and

TRUSTWORTHY:

1. A person of integrity whose walk is integrated

with and the same as his talk.

2. The word of God.

3. The unfailing love and mercy of the unchanging

God.

4. A Dad who looks carefully at the welfare of his

family and whose word is his bond.

D. James Bryan told the story about taking his six year

old son to an amusement park.  While at the park, he

and his son got on a ride.  They were securely buckled

into their seats and then started the ride. 

The entire time during the ride, James felt a panic that

his son would fly out of the ride. 

He said:  “With white knuckles and gritted teeth I

prayed the entire ninety seconds for the ride to end. I



looked over at Jacob, who was laughing and having a

great time “

After the ride was over, he and his son sat down on a

nearby park bench, and Smith asked his son, “Weren’t

you scared?  That ride was pretty wild.  Why did you

get on a ride like that?” 

His son answered with childlike honesty, “Because you

did, Dad.”

He implied, “I was safe with you there.  I trusted you to be with

me and you were!”

This is the kind of trust we should have in our Heavenly Father.

He wants to be near you – to bless and save you.  

• He is Truth and you can believe Him.

• He is Tender toward you and you can approach Him.

• He is Trustworthy and you can depend on Him.

PRAYER

We come to Jesus by faith — but faith is always action not

merely academic.  Abraham was the model of faith in the Bible;

and we read of that faith in Paul’s letter

“Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as

righteousness.”  Romans 4:3 (NASB).

“By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by going out

to a place which he was to receive for an inheritance; and he



went out, not knowing where he was going.”  Hebrews 11:8

(NASB).

“By faith Abraham made an offering of Isaac, when he was

tested: and he with whom the agreement had been made gave up

as an offering the only son of his body, Of whom it had been

said, ‘From Isaac will your seed take their name,’ Judging that

God was able to give life even to the dead; and because of this

he did get him back as if from death.”  Hebrews 11:17-19

(BBE).  (Abraham figured that if God wanted to, he could

raise the dead. In a sense, that's what happened when he

received Isaac back, alive from off the altar.  MSG) 

Abraham acted on what he believed.

You can clearly see that faith is comprised of 3 elements:

• Belief  –  specifically in God’s Son.

• Trusting  –  specifically in God’s Son.

• Obeying  –  specifically God’s Son.

Do that in response to the hymn.  Softly and tenderly.


