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Yogi Berra was gifted with an ability to put things in a strange way, called “Yogi-isms.” 
Examples:  “It ain't over till its over” and "A nickel ain't worth a dime” and “If you come
to a fork in the road, take it.” But one I particularly like is, “If you don't know where you're
going, you might not get there.”

I told you recently about a man who got on the wrong plane thinking he was going to Los
Angeles, California but he ended up in Dallas, Texas.  He learned that to get where you
want to be, you have to be going in the right direction. 

Though, as it used to be said, “All roads lead to Rome,” all roads do not lead to heaven. 
Jesus said, “Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad that
leads to destruction, and there are many who enter through it.  For the gate is small and the
way is narrow that leads to life, and there are few who find it.  Beware of the false prophets,
who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves.”  Matthew 7:13-15
(NASB).  

Brenda sang, 

“When Jesus was on earth He healed the sick and raised the dead,
And one day after teachin' them, five thousand folks He fed;

But even though the things He did were wonderful to see,
The only way I could be saved was when He died for me.”

We need to understand that Jesus sets a way before that is both narrow and wide: it is as
narrow as “No one comes to theFather but by Me,” and as wide as “Whosoever will may
come!” 

In the Scipture for the sermon today Jesus says, “Do not let your heart be troubled; believe
in God, believe also in Me.  In My Father's house are many dwelling places; if it were not
so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you.  If I go and prepare a place for
you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also. 
And you know the way where I am going.”  Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not know
where You are going, how do we know the way?”  Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the
truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.” John 14:1-6 (NASB).

Many people seek a way to eternal life in some other way, but the way is not to be found
except in Jesus Christ.



I. THE WAY IS NOT FOUND IN RELIGION:
A. Religion is “an institution based on certain beliefs, practices, and rituals designed

to appease a deity or to reach personal peace and perfection.”
1. Some say, “All religions are the same.
2. But all religions are not the same.

a. They have different rituals ranging from handling poisonous snakes to
falling into a trance.

b. Some worship idols, or ancestors or a human leader and some worship
Jehovah God and his Son Jesus.

c. Religions have different sacrifices ranging from human sacrifices like
tossing a virgin into a volcano or leaving one of a set of twins in the jungle
to cutting and maiming themselves to show devotion, to offering an
unblemished animal.

d. They have different promised destinies ranging from Nirvana to life
eternal in Heaven.

e. They are different in theology: some are atheistic, some believe in
multiple gods, some are monotheistic, some believe we will also become
gods.

B. But religion cannot save us.  Look at the Israelites.   They were very religious
and disciplined in rule keeping and maintaining traditions.  But Jesus said, 
1. “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill

and cummin, and have neglected the weightier provisions of the law: justice
and mercy and faithfulness; but these are the things you should have done
without neglecting the others.”  Matthew 23:23 (NASB).

2. “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside of
the cup and of the dish, but inside they are full of robbery and self-indulgence.” 
Matthew 23:25 (NASB).

3. If religion itself can save us the Israelites would have been  at the top of
the list of saints.  But Jesus said, that “unless your righteousness surpasses
that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven.”
Matthew 5:20 (NASB).    The surpassing righteousness is that which only God
can give.

C. Religion cannot save because
1. Religion is all about what we do for self:  self-righteousness, self-attainment,

self-sufficiency.  It all depends on the success of my performance.  And we can
never be sure we have performed well enough!  Jesus alone is sufficient.

2. Religion can be nothing more than external rituals, ceremonies, and acts
of worship.  Jesus requires more than that.

3. Religion puffs us up with pride, smugness and complacency.  Jesus blesses
the humble.

4. Religion does not possess the power to change our hearts and to renew us
on the inside.  Jesus gives us new birth.

D. Being a follower of Jesus means more than being religious
1. We benefit by His righteousness and attainment.
2. We worship and serve Him from the heart.



3. We gladly humble ourselves and bow down before Him.
4. We are being renewed by His Spirit on the inside.
5. We depend on the sufficiency of Jesus’ work and grace.

E. A man spoke to a pastor and said, “I think I could start a religion like Jesus
did.”  The pastor said, “To do that you’d have to perform His kind of miracles, get
the crowd so  het up that they’d demand that you be crucified, and after you were
on the cross for 6 hours, they’d poke a spear into you.  You’d be put into a
borrowed tomb, unattended for 3 days and nights.  Then you’d have to get yourself
resurrected and appear to many people.”  The man might start a new religion, but
he would never be able to do what Jesus did.

The way is not religion, and Jesus still says, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no
one comes to the Father but through Me.”  And again,

II. THE WAY IS NOT FOUND IN SINCERITY:
A. By “sincerity” I mean genuine, unfeigned belief in something whether or not it is

true; it is un-dissimulated speech and/or actions.  It means we are not trying to
snow or deceive or bluff anybody about who we are, where we stand, or the things
we believe.
1. But subjective sincerity does not create objective truth.
2. We can believe that red is green and get “t-boned” when we run the stop

signal.
3. We can, as did one guy I know, take a peanut can and thinking we will shake

some nuts out into our mouth only to find dish soap in the can.
4. We can think that one marital indiscretion won’t matter and end up

wrecking an entire family’s lives.
B. Belief in a lie does not somehow mysteriously remove the falsehood.  A lie

universally believed is still a lie.
C. Paul wrote about the Israelites’ sincerity, “Brethren, my heart's desire and my

prayer to God for them is for their salvation.  For I testify about them that they have
a zeal for God, but not in accordance with knowledge.  For not knowing about
God's righteousness and seeking to establish their own, they did not subject
themselves to the righteousness of God.”  Romans 10:1-3 (NASB).  Sincere but
without knowledge of the truth.

D. Simply believing something does not make it true.  One boy illustrates that.  He
went to a Christian School that taught that if you have faith and believe something
sincerely it will be true.  He got his Mathematics test back in got D -.  He asked the
teacher why and she said “Because you got mostly wrong answers.”  He said “Well
I believed they were right answers. isn’t that good enough?”  Apparently their
theology didn’t extend to mathematics any more than it extends to truth!

E. Still Satan lies, “Believe whatever you want, just be sincere and you will be
okay.”

The way to God is not mere sincerity.  Furthermore,



III. THE WAY IS NOT FOUND IN GOOD INTENTIONS:
A. Most people I know mean well.  Most of us know a better ethic, or moral, or

standard than we actually live 24/7/365.25.  Our intentions often exceed our reality.
B. Our goal ought to be perfection – but as good as is that intention it doesn’t get

us there!
1. “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” Romans 3:23

(NASB).
2. Solomon said, “Indeed, there is not a righteous man on earth who

continually does good and who never sins.” Ecclesiastes 7:20 (NASB).
3. John joins the chorus, “If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving

ourselves and the truth is not in us.’  1 John 1:8 (NASB).
C. So, in order to be saved, we must rely on something, or rather Someone, other

than the mere fact that we intend better than we do .
D. Someone said “The road to hell is paved with good intentions.”  
E. An old man became a Christian and promised to sell one of his calves and to

give the money to the church’s missionary project.  He intended to sell it, too
but procrastinated.  One day he was late for church and as he walked the pathway,
he heard the congregation singing, “The Half has never been told.”  Due to some
hearing loss, he thought they were singing, “The Calf Has Never Been Sold!” 
Believe me, his good intention was made good action that week.

Satan doesn’t care what you intend but when you put it into action for Jesus he quakes in
his boots.  The way is not in good intentions, and finally:

IV. THE WAY IS NOT FOUND IN WORKS;
A. There is a deep-seated sense of entitlement in our culture.  People seem to think

that they already deserve what they want or need.  “I deserve it” “I have a right to
it.”  “I have it coming to me.”  “The world owes it to me.”  “If someone else has
it, I should have it!”

B. And the same applies to salvation.  Many are like the Pharisee Jesus pointed
out who thought his works would save him.  He said, “Two men went up into the
temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.  The Pharisee stood and
was praying this to himself: 'God, I thank You that I am not like other people:
swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector.  I fast twice a week;
I pay tithes of all that I get.'  But the tax collector, standing some distance away,
was even unwilling to lift up his eyes to heaven, but was beating his breast, saying,
'God, be merciful to me, the sinner!'  I tell you, this man went to his house justified
rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who
humbles himself will be exalted." Luke 18:10-14 (NASB).
1. “I am a good person because I don’t cuss and I don’t chew and I don’t run

with those who do!”  
2. And “I’m good enough because I pray, go to church, avoid performing road

rage!  And, what’s more, I’m sure a better person than that guy over there!”
C. If we had 10,000 lives of 10,000 years each and every set of 10,000 years we got

better, we’d still far short of enough good works to pay for salvation.  The



Psalmist wrote, “Truly, no man may get back his soul for a price, or give to God
the payment for himself;  (Because it takes a great price to keep his soul from
death, and man is not able to give it.)  So that he might have eternal life, and never
see the underworld.”  Psalm 49:7-9 (BBE).

D. But the good news is that “by grace you have been saved through faith; and that
not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;  not as a result of works, so that no one may
boast.  For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which
God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.”  Ephesians 2:8-10
(NASB).
1. Works are not the cause of salvation, they are the consequence of salvation.
2. Works are not the root of salvation, they are the fruit of salvation.
3. Works are not the payment for salvation, they are the product of salvation.

E. There is a difference between “works so that ,...” and “works because of ...” 
For instance, a mother asked her son to do a few chores around the house and the
boy asked, “Will you still love me if I don’t want to?”  She said, “Of course I will
still love you, but I would be disappointed.  I hope you will do it because you love
me.”  He thought about it and smiled and said, “All right, Momma, I will do it
because I love you.”  Jesus loves us without earning it with good works – but if we
love Him, we will work,

Brenda’s song said, 

“No other way could I have such peace within my heart, 
And know the joy of eternal life someday; 

It took the cross and the death of God's own perfect Son, 
He took my place, for there was no other way.”

The way is as narrow as Jesus and as wide as whosoever will.  The way is open, don’t
try to sneak in on some other basis.

You may ask, “But, what if Jesus IS NOT the only way to be saved?”  I have said it
before and say it gain – that’s the wrong question because if there are other ways it
doesn’t matter and we are all on equal footing.  

The right question is, “What if Jesus IS the only way to be saved?”  And the answer
is, “What you decide about Jesus makes all the difference in your eternal destiny,
heaven or hell.”  Decide .....
Pray and invite

ACCEPT / RENEW / TRANSFER / PRAYER


