
“On Eagle’s Wings”

Isaiah 40:27-30

David P. Nolte

Sometimes we are grounded like turkeys instead of flying like eagles.  We are earthbound
instead of heaven bound.  To such individuals Isaiah has well written a very encouraging
passage of Scripture.  The prophet wrote:

“Why do you say, O Jacob, and assert, O Israel, ‘My way is hidden from the Lord, And the
justice due me escapes the notice of my God’?  Do you not know?  Have you not heard? 
The Everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth Does not become weary
or tired.  His understanding is inscrutable. He gives strength to the weary, And to him who
lacks might He increases power.  Though youths grow weary and tired, And vigorous young
men stumble badly, Yet those who wait for the Lord Will gain new strength; They will
mount up with wings like eagles,  They will run and not get tired, They will walk and not
become weary.”  Isaiah 40:27-31 (NASB).

The song said:  
There’s a resting place, where you can go

On silver wings from the world below.
When troubles come, lift your voice and sing

You’ll be lifted up, on silver wings.
On silver wings you’ll take your flight 

From your longest days, from your darkest nights

We could fly – but what might keep us earthbound?  Check the Scripture again:

I. WE MAY BE EARTHBOUND BY DOUBT:
A. Obviously Israel doubted God.  Isaiah asked, “Why do you say, O Jacob, and assert,

O Israel, ‘My way is hidden from the Lord, And the justice due me escapes the notice
of my God’?”

B. You and I may once in a while experience similar doubt:
1. We may think God is unaware of our difficulty, or that if He knows, He isn’t

paying any attention or He just doesn’t care.
2. We may be looking at the circumstances and believing  that things will never be

better.
3. We may feel we have fallen out of favor with God.
4. We may believe that His promises are for everybody else, but not for us.

C. The fact is that God is quite aware of all the stuff happening in our lives, and
moreover He cares.
1. Job, in the midst of his sufferings, declared, “But He knows the way I take; When



He has tried me, I shall come forth as gold.”  Job 23:10 (NASB).
2. David wrote, “As a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has

compassion on those who fear Him; for He knows how we are formed, He
remembers that we are dust.”  Psalms 103:13-14 (NIV).

3. Jesus said, “What is the price of two sparrows – one copper coin?  But not a
single sparrow can fall to the ground without your Father knowing it.  And the
very hairs on your head are all numbered.  So don’t be afraid; you are more
valuable to God than a whole flock of sparrows.”  Matthew 10:29-31 (NLT).

D. Jesus was often mystified by the doubt of those closest to Him.
1. When Peter saw Jesus walking on the water, he got down out of the boat, walked

on the water and came toward Jesus.  “But when he saw the wind, he was afraid
and, beginning to sink, cried out, ‘Lord, save me!’  Immediately Jesus reached
out his hand and caught him.  ‘You of little faith,’ He said, ‘why did you
doubt?’”  Matthew 14:29-31 (NIV).

2. After He was resurrected Jesus appeared to the disciples.  We read in the Bible,
“They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost.  He said to them,
‘Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds?  Look at my hands
and my feet.  It is I Myself!  Touch Me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and
bones, as you see I have.’”  Luke 24:37-39 (NIV).

E. A daddy took his little girl to a public pool to teach her how to dive off the diving
board.  But as she climbed the tall ladder, and as she inched her way out to the end
of the diving board and looked down, the fear of the unknown gripped her and she
just stood there at the end of the board staring down at the water and then at her
father.  Her father urged with her to jump, and he told her it would be okay, but she
just stood there paralyzed with fear and doubt, unable to trust her father enough to
jump. 

Finally with a burst of courage, the little girl took a leap of faith.  And when she
came up out of the water, she said, “Let’s do that again Daddy.”  Confidence in her
daddy overcame her doubt. 

Many times as we stand looking into the unknown, wanting to go forward in faith, wanting
to jump, but fear seizes us, and doubts grip us.  And that is when we must trust in the Living
God, the All knowing God. 

We may be earthbound by doubt.  But confidence in our Father God will overcome our
doubt.

II. WE MAY BE EARTHBOUND BY WEARINESS:
A. “He gives strength to the weary, And to him who lacks might He increases power. 

Though youths grow weary and tired, And vigorous young men stumble badly.”
B. We may be weary physically or mentally, or spiritually.

1. Worry wears us out trying to take responsibility for things we can’t control.
2. Sickness wears us out with pain and weakness.
3. Dissension in the home or another relationship makes us tired.



4. Burning the candle at both ends trying to do too much because we can never say
“No” wears us out.

5. Trying to please everybody can wear us out.
6. A sense of guilt for unforgiven sin tires us as it saps our strength.
7. Depression is another cause of weariness.

C. When you’re so tired you feel like you died and they forgot to bury you, remember
these words:
1. “God has told His people, ‘Here is a place of rest; let the weary rest here.  This

is a place of quiet rest.’”  Isaiah 28:12 (NLT).
2. We read in Jeremiah, “I will refresh the weary and satisfy the faint.”  Jeremiah

31:25 (NIV).
3. Jesus said, “Come to Me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy burdens, and

I will give you rest.  Take My yoke upon you.  Let Me teach you, because I am
humble and gentle at heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For My yoke
is easy to bear, and the burden I give you is light.”  Matthew 11:28-30 (NLT). 

D. Most of us
1. Could have written this little poem, “But I’m tired, Lord I’m tired.  Life is

wearin’ me smooth down to the bone.  No rest for the weary, ya just move on. 
Tired, Lord I’m tired.”  (Toby Keith).

2. Should remember this:  

On silver wings there’s a resting place
where you can look on the Master’s face. 

Where you can bathe in the healing stream,
there’s perfect peace, on silver wings.

E. "A man was struggling with a large chest of drawers at the back edge of his truck. 
A passing neighbor saw his plight and came over to help him. He put his shoulder
to the chest of drawers. After a few tiring moments the neighbor exclaimed, "What’s
in that chest of drawers anyway? I don’t think we will ever get it on the truck." "Get
it on?" the exasperated man shouted, "I’m trying to get it off!"  That is the very
reason that we sometimes are weary and worn –  we are trying to put the chest of
drawers on the truck when God wants the chest of drawers off the truck.  Working
at cross purposes with God, toiling for what God opposes or does not approve or
trying to do things our own way without consulting God is tiring and futile.

We may be earthbound by weariness.  But resting in our Father’s love will refresh us.

III. WE MAY BE EARTHBOUND BY IMPATIENCE:
A. “Yet those who wait for the Lord Will gain new strength; They will mount up with

wings like eagles,  They will run and not get tired, They will walk and not become
weary.”

B. Waiting on the Lord is one of the hardest things in life.
1. We sit on the edge of our seat tapping our toes, twiddling our thumbs, hoping to

hurry God up.



2. What we need to remember is that 
a. God’s timing is not our timing.
b. Delay is not denial. 

3. We may need to cry out with David, “Please, God, rescue me!  Come quickly,
LORD, and help me.” and “I am poor and needy; please hurry to my aid, O God. 
You are my helper and my savior; O LORD, do not delay.”  Psalm 70:5 (NLT).

C. While we hate to wait,
1. Waiting teaches us that while God is never early, He is also never late.
2. Waiting teaches us that we won’t get an answer before we need it.
3. Waiting teaches us that we need to trust.
4. Waiting teaches us to exercise patience.
5. Waiting teaches us that God is in charge.
6. Waiting matures and strengthens us.

D. You may have seen the bumper sticker that says, “Lord, give me patience RIGHT
NOW!”
1. Patience comes from enduring hardship with God’s help. 
2. Patience comes from waiting for the Lord to do what is right to do when He’s

ready to do it.
E. Phillips Brooks, a preacher, was noted for his poise and quiet manner.  Even so, at

times,  he suffered moments of frustration and irritability.  One day a friend saw him
pacing the floor like a caged lion.  “What’s the trouble, Dr. Brooks?” asked the
friend.  “The trouble is that I am in a hurry.” said Brooks. “but God isn’t.”  He, like
all of us, had to wait.  But the promise is sure, “those who wait for the Lord Will
gain new strength; They will mount up with wings like eagles,  They will run and not
get tired, They will walk and not become weary.”

There’s sweet release from temp’ral things
when He lifts you up on silver wings.

On silver wings you’ll be lifted up
Renew your strength refill your cup.

Lift up your heart, raise your voice and sing
You’ll be lifted up on silver wings.

It is God’s love that reaches us, God’s love that embraces us, God’s love that saves us and
God’s love that has lifted us higher than we have ever been. 

Doubt your doubts, find rest in Jesus, and learn to wait patiently on the Lord.  Then you
won’t be grounded with the turkeys – you will fly with the eagles.  PRAY

Just as we don’t enjoy waiting for what we most desire, so it is with God.  He desires that
we all give our hearts and lives to Jesus Christ – He’s patient – but don’t keep Him waiting
– His time for you to choose is now.


