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People all over the world are preparing for Christmas.  For many it is just a secular
holiday celebrated with trees, lights, mistletoe, parties and of course, gifts!  Here are
some extreme examples of secularization:

Retailers are busy, too.  

Families prepare guest rooms and special menus for anticipated guests.  Celebrating
with loved ones is an important element of special occasions like Christmas.

But how are you – how am I – preparing for Christmas?   How should we prepare for
Christmas?   Let’s check the text for some insights.

“Now in those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, that a census be taken
of all the inhabited earth.  This was the first census taken while Quirinius was
governor of Syria.  And everyone was on his way to register for the census, each to
his own city.  Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea,
to the city of David which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and
family of David,  in order to register along with Mary, who was engaged to him, and
was with child.  While they were there, the days were completed for her to give birth. 
And she gave birth to her firstborn son; and she wrapped Him in cloths, and laid Him
in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.”  Luke 2:1-7 (NASB)

There are just two insights I draw from the inn keeper which will help us prepare for
Christmas.



But let’s not confine these insights to just Christmas.  They are good principles for
every day as we seek to serve and honor the Lord Jesus Christ.

I. TO PREPARE FOR CHRISTMAS: MAKE ROOM FOR JESUS!
A. “And she gave birth to her firstborn son; and she wrapped Him in cloths, and

laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.”
1. Let’s not tar and feather the inn keeper.  He was not Shreck’s grandpa. He

was not cousin to the Grinch.  
2. The text does not say, “And she gave birth to her firstborn son; and she

wrapped Him in cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because the inn keeper
was being a jerk because he was a cranky old buzzard.”

3. There was no room at the inn – people from far and wide had come in
obedience to Caesar’s decree – the town was brim full and running over
with travelers.

B. In a way, the inn keeper made room for Jesus.  This speaks well of him.  
1. He had no idea this was the Messiah about to be born.
2. But he gave what room he had – I suspect had he known he would have

offered his own bed.
C. Sometimes our lives are overflowing with stuff that crowds out Jesus.

1. Personal pursuits take over and Jesus is put in the barn.
2. We become so busy with good things we don’t have time or energy left for

excellent things;.
3. The desire to acquire things overrides the attention we ought to pay to

acquiring Jesus. 
a. Bill Gilson wrote, “my mailbox is stuffed and overflowing with

Holiday Catalogs from stores I have never purchased anything from.
Everything they sell is “the best ever” and at reduced, seasonal
prices.  How can I resist?  Oh, wait!  Focus!  It is about Jesus!”

b. Paul wrote, “ Yes, everything else is worthless when compared with
the infinite value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.  For His sake I
have discarded everything else, counting it all as garbage, so that I
could gain Christ.” Philippians 3:8 (NLT).

D. Let’s make room for Jesus year round.  Let’s include Him in everything we do.
1. Let us, in our values, make room for His values.
2. Let us, in our plans, make room for His plans.
3. Let us, in our thoughts, make room for His thoughts,
4. Let us, in our activities, make room for His activities.

E. Make room for Jesus as did a little fellow who was portraying the inn keeper
in a pageant.  His line was, “I’m sorry, but there is no room in the inn, but I can
let you stay in my stable.”  He said it and as the couple turned to go to the
stable, the tender hearted boy called out, “Wait, Mary and Joseph.  You can



have my room!”  Like him, make room for Jesus – don’t let Santa or secularism
of any kind send Him to the stable.

II. TO PREPARE FOR CHRISTMAS: DO WHAT YOU CAN WITH WHAT
YOU HAVE!

A. I see the inn keeper as a man whose inn was full but still he wanted to be
gracious to this young couple.  
1. Mary was in obvious distress and nearing her delivery.
2. He didn’t growl, “No Room!” in a surly snarl.
3. It was more like, “I’ll do what I can for you!”
4. He did what he could with what he had.

B. Find a need and fill it!  Find a load and lift it!  Find a hurt and soothe it!  Find
a sorrow and share it!  Find a tear and dry it! Do what you can with what you
have.
1. Maybe invest some time and money in Helping Hands or FISH or Adult and

Teen Challenge ministries.
2. Maybe you know a family living on the margin or below it – find a way to

make Christmas a bit more merry.
3. Maybe you will decide to pick a card or two from one of the giving trees

around town and supply a gift for a couple of children.
4. Maybe you could pay off someone’s lay-away debt.
5. Maybe you could discreetly pay for someone’s groceries as they check out.

C. You might say, “Hah!  I don’t have the means to do that!”  So
1. Render a service to someone as a free gift.
2. Have someone new over for a meal.
3. Go down to the soup kitchen or Helping Hands and serve during mealtime.

D. Do what you can with what you have.  
1. To the Galatians, Paul wrote, “Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in

due time we will reap if we do not grow weary.  So then, while we have
opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially to those who are of
the household of the faith.”  Galatians 6:9-10 (NASB).

2. As Paul wrote about the Macedonian (Greek) Christians: “Now, brethren,
we wish to make known to you the grace of God which has been given in
the churches of Macedonia, that in a great ordeal of affliction their
abundance of joy and their deep poverty overflowed in the wealth of their
liberality.  For I testify that according to their ability, and beyond their
ability, they gave of their own accord, begging us with much urging for the
favor of participation in the support of the saints,  and this, not as we had
expected, but they first gave themselves to the Lord and to us by the will of
God.”  2 Corinthians 8:1-5 (NASB).

3. To those who demean the smallness of what they can do or give, Paul
concludes, “For if the readiness is present, it is acceptable according to



what a person has, not according to what he does not have.”  2 Corinthians
8:12 (NASB).

E. Hayden Carlo, 25, was pulled over by Plano police because he had an expired
registration.  He said he told the police officer that he was struggling
financially. He said he had to choose between updating his registration and
feeding his kids.

He honestly said he didn't have an excuse for the expired registration except he
couldn't afford a new one.  "I don’t have the money," he told the officer. "It was
either feed my kids or get this registration done."

The police officer then handed the driver a citation, but when Carlo unfolded the
paper, he saw a crisp $100 bill..  Carlo said he "broke down" in his car. “What else
can you do?” he asked.

Carlo took the money and was able to update both his and his wife's registration with
the money.  The officer does not want to be identified.  But apparently he has a
reputation of doing good deeds.  Carlo's grandfather was moved to contact the
department about the gesture.  That policeman gave more than $100.00.  He delivered
a message of love and compassion.  HE DID WHAT HE COULD WITH WHAT HE
HAD.

We are to share the message of God’s love and we can easily send the wrong message
if we fail to do what we can with what we have to benefit others in need.  To
illustrate: An elderly widow decided it was too difficult to get all of her kids and
grandkids Christmas presents, so she decided to send them a check with a card.  A
few days after she mailed all the cards, she discovered she forgot to include the
checks in the cards.  Imagine all those kids opening a card from grandma with a note
inside that says, “Buy your own presents.”  That’s the message we send if we do not
use what we have to benefit others.

Don’t worry if no one observes or acknowledges your deeds and gifts of kindness
because, “God doesn't miss anything. He knows perfectly well all the love you've
shown him by helping needy Christians, and that you keep at it.  And now I want each
of you to extend that same intensity toward a full-bodied hope, and keep at it till the
finish.  Don't drag your feet. Be like those who stay the course with committed faith
and then get everything promised to them.”  Hebrews 6:10-12 (MSG).

Even though that inn keeper had no room in the inn, through no fault of his own, he
made room in the stable.  And he did what he could with what he had.  Go and do
likewise.  PRAY.



To prepare for Christmas, be willing to eliminate anything that denies Him room:
attitudes, relationships, possessions, pride, or whatever – make room for Jesus.

To prepare for Christmas, be willing do what you can with what you have to help
someone else even if it is just some of your time and love.

That is the way to prepare for Christmas.  And it is the way to prove the reality of our
commitment hymn, “My Jesus, I Love Thee.”  Come to Him Who loves you EVEN
MORE THAN YOU COULD EVER LOVE HIM as we sing.


