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The story is told about a little boy and his older sister who lived in the forest.  Their home
was a hovel, a shack, an abandoned hunter cabin they found and occupied when their parents
died.  The boy was blind and he and his sister were destitute.  The girl earned a little doing
chores in town, washing laundry, cleaning house and so on.  She did what she could with
a small garden and a goat and a couple of hens, but it barely kept body and soul together. 
Their first winter in the shack was coming and she worried about the cold.

They were bound by poverty and enslaved to a meager existence and at the mercy of the
elements.

THOSE CHILDREN REPRESENT US.  ON OUR OWN WE ARE BLIND, POOR,
HELPLESS ORPHANS.  

But God had a plan of which we now read, “What I am saying is that as long as the heir is
a child, he is no different from a slave, although he owns the whole estate.  He is subject
to guardians and trustees until the time set by his father.  So also, when we were children,
we were in slavery under the basic principles of the world.  But when the time had fully
come, God sent His Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under law, that
we might receive the full rights of sons.  Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of His
Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, ‘Abba, Father.’  So you are no longer a slave,
but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir.”  Galatians 4:1-7 (NIV).

HOW ARE WE LIKE THOSE CHILDREN? 

I. LIKE THOSE CHILDREN WE WERE HELPLESS AND ENSLAVED:
A. The text said, “We were in slavery under the basic principles of the world.”
B. We didn’t have a chance of freeing ourselves from spiritual blindness and bondage. 

We were helpless.
C. But there are some parts of our lives where we are not helpless and for which we are

responsible.
1. We are responsible to take reasonable care of this body, the Temple of the Holy

Spirit.
2. We are responsible to maintain our own devotional life of prayer and Bible study

and worship.
3. We are responsible to exercise self-control when attracted to illicit things or

relationships.
4. We are responsible to repent of our own sins; nobody can do that for us.
5. We are responsible to step up into service for Christ, the church and other people.



D. We can do something about those areas of life but, but apart from Christ, we are
enslaved to sin and totally helpless:
1. When it comes to purifying our own hearts.  We may change some behavior, but

only God can change our hearts.
2. When it comes to saving ourselves or deserving salvation; that’s God’s work and

God’s gift.
3. When it comes to measuring up to God’s perfect standard; that’s the work of

God’s grace and indwelling Spirit.
E. Jesus is the hope of the hopeless; the help of the helpless.  He’s helped others and

He’ll help you!

Being blind and orphaned, with only a sister to care for him, left the boy depressed and
helpless.  Though his sister did what she could, she was still just a child herself.  They had
been orphaned for just a few months and winter would be coming on.  She hardly knew what
they would do to survive.  

One day the boy heard a strange voice in the forest.  It was a man’s voice, speaking in a
hushed tone.  It was a hunter, come to bag some game.  Suddenly the voice was louder.  The
man had seen the boy and, noting his ragged clothing, called to him, “Boy, are you alright? 
Do you need help?”  The timid boy retreated into the shack.  Wisely the man left him alone. 
But the boy’s obvious need tugged his heart strings.

For the next few days the man returned, but not to hunt animals; he was seeking those
children.  He spoke gently and tenderly to the boy and his sister and gradually won both his
and the sister’s trust.  He convinced them that he meant them no harm and would like to
provide a home for them.  Reluctantly, out of desperation, the girl agreed and persuaded the
boy to agree.  

The hunter became the redeemer, the rescuer.  He proceeded to adopt the children who had
touched his heart with their plight.

II. LIKE THOSE CHILDREN WE HAVE SOMEONE TO RESCUE US: 
A. Paul wrote, 

1. “But when the time had fully come, God sent His Son, born of a woman, born
under law, to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of
sons.”

2. “For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 
For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man
someone would dare even to die.  But God demonstrates His own love toward us,
in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”  Romans 5:6-8 (NASB).

B. We read in the Gospels about a Jesus Who cares for the helpless.
1. Lepers, scorned and rejected even by their families, found help with Jesus
2. Blind beggars found compassion with Jesus.
3. The woman caught in adultery was given another chance when He said, “I do not

condemn you.  Go and sin no more!”



4. Tax collectors like Zacchaeus and Matthew found acceptance and grace with
Jesus.

C. Because He cares for us, He rescued us from
1. Futility and emptiness of life: Peter wrote,  “For you know that it was not with

perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty
way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, but with the precious blood
of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.”  1 Peter 1:18-19 (NIV).  Before that
we may have felt aimless and pointless and without purpose.

2. The power of sin.  Paul wrote, “Thank God! Once you were slaves of sin, but now
you wholeheartedly obey this teaching we have given you.  Now you are free from
your slavery to sin, and you have become slaves to righteous living.”  Romans
6:17-18 (NLT).

3. The penalty for sin.  Paul also wrote, “And since we have been made right in
God’s sight by the blood of Christ, He will certainly save us from God’s
condemnation.”  Romans 5:9 (NLT).

4. Darkness and evil.  He said further, “He has rescued us from the kingdom of
darkness and transferred us into the Kingdom of His dear Son, who purchased our
freedom and forgave our sins.”  Colossians 1:11-14 (NLT).

5. Fear and anxiety about death, “Therefore, since the children share in flesh and
blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might
render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, and might
free those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives.” 
Hebrews 2:14 (NASB). 

D. When I was a boy I had two main heroes:
1. I loved Superman ,movies.  No matter who or what the danger, Superman always

showed up to rescue the endangered.
2. But Gene Autry was even better.  He rode up in the nick of time to thwart the

villain and rescue the oppressed.
E. But the real Hero is Jesus who rescued us at the cost of His life here on earth.  He did

what was necessary for our rescue. 

When the boy was older, his adoptive father found a surgeon who had successfully
performed a new and delicate eye surgery on several people.  He arranged for the surgery
for the boy.  The surgeon operated on his eyes, and for the first time in his life he was able
to see.  This beloved son, who was once a starving orphan, could now see.

When the bandages were removed, and she realized that he could see, his sister said, “I am
so anxious to show you around so you can see what a lovely home and garden we have!” 

But the boy didn't care to look at the wealth or gardens or any other thing.  Instead he only
wanted to see the face of his redeemer who became his father--the rich man who saved him,
adopted him, and loved him.



III. LIKE THOSE CHILDREN WE SHOULD EXALT OUR RESCUER:
A. There is nothing wrong with enjoying the beautiful and good things of earth as long

as they don’t quench our desire to see God’s face.  But when we realize where He
brought us from and where He is taking us, we ought to give Him the attention and
gratitude He deserves.
1. Paul praises God, “This is a trustworthy saying, and everyone should accept it:

‘Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners’ – and I am the worst of them
all.  But God had mercy on me so that Christ Jesus could use me as a prime
example of His great patience with even the worst sinners.  Then others will
realize that they, too, can believe in Him and receive eternal life.  All honor and
glory to God forever and ever!  He is the eternal King, the unseen one who never
dies; He alone is God.  Amen.”  1 Timothy 1:15-17 (NLT).

2. “All glory to Him who alone is God, our Savior through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All glory, majesty, power, and authority are His before all time, and in the present,
and beyond all time! Amen.”  Jude 1:25 (NLT).

3. The Psalmist said,
a. “Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good!  His faithful love endures forever. 

Has the LORD redeemed you?  Then speak out!  Tell others He has redeemed
you from your enemies.”  Psalm 107:1-2 (NLT).

b. “Shout joyful praises to God, all the earth!  Sing about the glory of His name! 
Tell the world how glorious He is.  Say to God, ‘How awesome are Your
deeds!  Everything on earth will worship You; they will sing Your praises,
shouting Your name in glorious songs.’”  Psalm 66:1-4 (NLT).

B. And the song said, “Redeeming love, a love that knows no limit; redeeming love, a
love that never dies; My soul shall sing throughout the endless ages the adoration of
this great love on high.”

C. For what He has done and is doing praise Him, thank Him, honor Him!
D. We were all poor, blind, wretched orphans, and not just a rich man but the King of

Kings has adopted us into His family. 
E. When our faith finally turns to sight, it won’t be a pearly gate, or streets of gold, that

will excite us.  We'll only want to look upon the face of Him who redeemed us and
rescued us and saved us! 

For those who have been rescued, a great promise is found in God’s word:  “For our present
troubles are small and won’t last very long.  Yet they produce for us a glory that vastly
outweighs them and will last forever!  So we don’t look at the troubles we can see now;
rather, we fix our gaze on things that cannot be seen.  For the things we see now will soon
be gone, but the things we cannot see will last forever.”  2 Corinthians 4:17-18 (NLT). 
THAT WAS TRUE FOR THE CHILDREN AND FOR ALL WHO BELONG TO JESUS
CHRIST OUR REDEEMER.

Pray  invitation DON’T HIDE FROM HIM WHEN HE CALLS  – HE MEANS GOOD FOR
YOU!  COME, BE PART OF GOD’S FAMILY.


