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It’s not every day that someone deliberately dies for you.  I’m not referring to those brave souls who
serve in the military, or police forces or fire fighters and rescue teams WHO MAY WELL DIE FOR
YOU IN THE LINE OF DUTY.  But I’m talking about someone who would purposely, intentionally,
deliberately die for you.

Paul agreed.  He wrote, “Now, most people would not be willing to die for an upright person, though
someone might perhaps be willing to die for a person who is especially good.  But God showed His
great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners.”  Romans 5:7-8 (NLT).

In that vein, Isaiah said, “Who has believed what we have heard? And to whom has the arm of the
LORD been revealed?  For He grew up before Him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry
ground; He had no form or comeliness that we should look at  Him, and no beauty that we should
desire Him.  He was despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and
as one from whom men hide their faces He was despised, and we esteemed Him not.  Surely He has
borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed Him stricken, smitten by God, and
afflicted.  But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; upon Him
was the chastisement that made us whole, and with His stripes we are healed.  All we like sheep have
gone astray; we have turned every one to His own way; and the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity
of us all.  He was oppressed, and He was afflicted, yet He opened not His mouth; like a lamb that
is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is dumb, so He opened not His mouth. 
By oppression and judgment He was taken away; and as for His generation, who considered that He
was cut off out of the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my people?  And they made
His grave with the wicked and with a rich man in His death, although He had done no violence, and
there was no deceit in His mouth.  Yet it was the will of the LORD to bruise Him; He has put Him
to grief; when He makes Himself an offering for sin, He shall see His offspring, He shall prolong His
days; the will of the LORD shall prosper in His hand; He shall see the fruit of the travail of His soul
and be satisfied; by His knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted
righteous; and He shall bear their iniquities.”  Isaiah 53:1-11 (RSV).  

That was fulfilled 700 years later in the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus.  Matthew tells us this
part of the event: “Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the
whole Roman cohort around Him.  They stripped Him and put a scarlet robe on Him.  And after
twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on His head, and a reed in His right hand; and they
knelt down before Him and mocked Him, saying, ‘Hail, King of the Jews!’  They spat on Him, and
took the reed and began to beat Him on the head.”  Matthew 27:27-30 (NASB).

Linda sang the song by Sandi Patti,



“The city was Jerusalem
The time was long ago

The people called Him Jesus
The crime was the love He showed

And I’m the one to blame
I caused all the pain

He gave Himself, the day He wore my crown.”

Not only did He wear your crown and my crown – the crown of thorns – but let’s revisit the text to
see what else He bore for us the day He wore our crown.

I. HE BORE OUR WRETCHEDNESS:
A. Isaiah put it like this: “Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we

esteemed Him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted.”
1. The word translated “grief” also means “sickness or affliction.”
2. The word translated “sorrows” also means, “anguish, pain and suffering.”
3. Both words describe a wretched, depressed, miserable state of mind.

B. He had enough grief and sorrow of His own:
1. Rejection and ridicule by the religious leaders.
2. Being forsaken by many who found His teachings too hard.
3. Having one apostle betray Him for 30 pieces of silver.
4. Having another apostle deny Him three times.
5. Being deserted by all twelve apostles.
6. Facing the agony of Calvary.

C. Yet,
“He took my sins and my sorrows,

He made them His very own;
He bore the burden to Calvary,
And suffered and died alone.”

D. What is it
1. That breaks your heart?  It also breaks His.
2. That makes you sad?  He shares your sadness.
3. That brings ears to your eyes?  He who wept at the tomb of Lazarus weeps with you.

E. So be assured that He knows and cares:
1. “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God

of all comfort, who comforts us in all our affliction so that we will be able to comfort
those who are in any affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted
by God.”  2 Corinthians 1:3-4 (NASB).

2. “For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One
who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.  Therefore let us draw near
with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to
help in time of need.”  Hebrews 4:15-16 (NASB).

F. We are often like the old man walking with a heavy load.  A farmer stopped his buckboard
to offer the man a ride, which was gladly accepted.  But the farmer noted that the man still
clung to his heavy load and said, “Sir, why don’t you put your load on the floor?”  The man



said, “Oh, it’s good enough of you to give me a ride – I couldn’t ask you to carry my load as
well.” thinking that by clinging to his load he was making it easier on his benefactor.  Like
him we often needlessly hang onto what Jesus would gladly, and capably, carry! 

He bore our wretchedness and

II. HE BORE OUR WRONGDOING:
A. Isaiah wrote, “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to His own way;

and the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.”
1. Iniquity means “perversity, or wickedness.”  It is doing wrong.
2. Onto Jesus was placed the burden of our guilt, the blame for our sins; and the weight of

our wrongs.
B. We may react to the concept of being guilty of iniquity or sin.

1. But the Bible lays us all open to the charge of iniquity. Because John wrote, “If we say
that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us.  If we confess
our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.  If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar and His word
is not in us.”  1 John 1:8-10 (NASB).

2. The Bible’s assessment of our nature is clear:
a. “Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that

every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.”  Genesis 6:5
(NASB).

b. “The heart is more deceitful than all else And is desperately sick; Who can
understand it?”  Jeremiah 17:9 (NASB).

C. We did the wrongs but He bore the weight of the blame for those wrongs!
1. “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the

righteousness of God in Him.”  2 Corinthians 5:21 (NASB).
2. “He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live

to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.”  1 Peter 2:24 (NASB). 
D. We have a tendency to 1. deny culpability and 2. to pass blame to someone else:

1. “The devil made me do it!”
2. “It was all her fault!”
3. The M&M commercial shows the red one being dragged away by security.  He bit a kid

and is hollering, ‘He bit me first!  He bit me first!”
E. But denying or displacing guilt for wrongdoing doesn’t alter the fact of guilt.
F. Let me illustrate shifting blame:  John Killinger tells about the manager of a minor league

baseball team who was so disgusted with his center fielder’s performance that he ordered
him to the dugout and assumed the position himself. The first ball that came into center field
took a bad hop and hit the manager in the mouth. The next one was a high fly ball, which he
lost in the glare of the sun--until it bounced off his forehead. The third was a hard line drive
that he charged with outstretched arms; unfortunately, it flew between his hands and smacked
his eye. Furious, he ran back to the dugout, grabbed the center fielder by the uniform, and
shouted. ‘You idiot! You’ve got center field so messed up that even I can’t do a thing with
it!’”  He placed on another the blame for his own failure, but Jesus willingly took the blame
for our wrongs!



He bore our wrongdoing and

III. HE BORE OUR WRATH:
A. Isaiah tells us, “But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our

iniquities; upon Him was the chastisement that made us whole, and with His stripes we are
healed.”

B. When I say “He bore our wrath” I do not mean wrath issuing from us, but wrath due to us
issuing from God.
1. God is gracious and merciful but His wrath is real.
2. In grace and mercy He aimed that wrath at Jesus on the cross.

C. Consider His suffering for us:
1. His most intense suffering commenced in the Garden: He said, “‘My soul is deeply

grieved to the point of death; remain here and keep watch.’  And He went a little beyond
them, and fell to the ground and began to pray that if it were possible, the hour might
pass Him by.  And He was saying, ‘Abba! Father! All things are possible for You;
remove this cup from Me; yet not what I will, but what You will.’”  Mark 14:33-36
(NASB).

2. It continued as the soldiers whipped and mocked Him and crowned Him with thorns.
3. It came to climax on the cross where He cried out,

a. “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”
b. “Today you will be with me in paradise.”
c. “Behold your son: behold your mother.”  
d. “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”
e. “I thirst.”
f. “It is finished.”
g. “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.”

D. For the brief moment when God forsook Jesus, Jesus experienced hell for us.  Though Jesus
was forsaken, if we remain faithful, God will never forsake us and His abandonment brought
our acceptance because Jesus bore the wrath.

E. Linda sang, 

“He could have called His holy Father, and said,
‘Take Me away, please, take Me away.’

He could have said, ‘I’m not guilty.
And I’m not going to stay;

I’m not going to pay.’
But He walked right through the gate

And then on up the hill
And as He fell beneath the weight

He cried, ‘Father, not My will.’
And I’m the one to blame

I caused all His pain
He gave Himself, the day He wore my crown.”

F. A tribal King was known for his justice and wisdom.  In order to help his people live safely



and peacefully, he carefully put laws into place.  He enforced those laws strictly, impartially
and uncompromisingly.

An informer told the King that someone in the village was a thief.  He called the people
together.  “This stealing must stop.  The penalty has been increased from ten to twenty lashes
for the thief.”  But the thief continued to take things, so the King called all the people
together again.  “The penalty has been increased to forty lashes.”  Still, the stealing
continued.

Finally, the thief was caught.  As the thief arrived between two guards, the King’s face fell
in shock and grief.  The thief was his very own mother.  The people wondered: “Would he
uphold the law or would his love for his mother win over it?” The people waited.

Finally he spoke. “My beloved people.” His voice broke.  “There must be forty lashes.”  The
guards led his mother forward.  One gently removed her robe to expose a bony and crooked
back. Another stepped forward and began to unwind the whip.  At the same moment, the
King stepped forward and removed his robe, exposing his broad shoulders.  Tenderly, he
wrapped his arms around his mother, shielding her with his own body.  He nodded once
more, and the whip came down again and again. In that moment, love, mercy and justice
found an eternal harmony.  

And the day He wore my crown, Divine love, mercy and justice found an eternal harmony.

Are you haunted by the memory of some selfish, mean, dishonest, immoral or shameful words,
thoughts or deeds?  Jesus took the lashes for all our sins. Now He invites us to accept His
forgiveness and devote the rest of our lives to Him. He wants us to know the greatness of His
Father’s love. 

PRAY / INVITE: CONFESS, BAPTISM, RENEW, TRANSFER, NEED PRAYER.


