
“The Jesus Touch”

John 9:1-11

David P. Nolte

You are probably aware of the story of The Midas touch.  Not Midas Total Car Care
Centers, but the mythical King Midas.  He was granted the power that whatever he touched
would turn to gold.  In his greed he didn’t think about ramifications of such a power, so he
ran around the palace turning things to gold.  The joy quickly faded when his food turned
to gold – and worse, when he gilded his daughter.  He sought the mythical god Dionysus
who had given him the power and was told to bathe in the river Pactolus.  He does, the
power is rescinded and everything he turned to gold was back to normal.  His touch was
anything but beneficial

There is another king – Jesus.  And there is power in His touch.  There are some glaring
differences between King Midas and King Jesus.  Midas wanted to enrich self; Jesus wanted
to bless others.  Midas was greedy, Jesus was giving.  Midas’ touch brought grief; Jesus’
touch brought relief.  Midas was mythical, Jesus was, is, and shall always be real  WHEN
MIDAS WASHED IN THE RIVER HE LOST POWER; WHEN WE ARE WASHED IN
JESUS BLOOD THROUGH BAPTISM, WE GAIN POWER.  Everything He touches turns
to GOOD, AND THERE IS NO REGRET ABOUT THAT!  

In the song and in the Scripture we can see what can happen with the Jesus Touch.

“As He passed by, He saw a man blind from birth.  And His disciples asked Him, ‘Rabbi,
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he would be born blind?’  Jesus answered, ‘It was
neither that this man sinned, nor his parents; but it was so that the works of God might be
displayed in him.  ‘We must work the works of Him who sent Me as long as it is day; night
is coming when no one can work.  ‘While I am in the world, I am the Light of the world.’ 
When He had said this, He spat on the ground, and made clay of the spittle, and applied the
clay to his eyes,  and said to him, ‘Go, wash in the pool of Siloam’ (which is translated,
Sent). So he went away and washed, and came back seeing.  Therefore the neighbors, and
those who previously saw him as a beggar, were saying, ‘Is not this the one who used to sit
and beg?’  Others were saying, ‘This is he,’ still others were saying, ‘No, but he is like
him.’ He kept saying, ‘I am the one.’  So they were saying to him, ‘How then were your eyes
opened?’  He answered, ‘The man who is called Jesus made clay, and anointed my eyes, and
said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash’; so I went away and washed, and I received sight.’” 
John 9:1-11 (NASB),  CONSIDER “The Jesus Touch” today.

I. HIS TOUCH OPENED THE MAN’S BLIND EYES:
A. Jesus told the blind man, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam.’  So he went away and

washed, and came back seeing.”
1. There are four kinds of blindness:



a. Physical blindness where one’s eyes fail to perceive the sights all around and to
transmit those sights to the brain.

b. Color blindness where it is difficult to distinguish between hues.
c. Mental blindness where the mind is closed to all but its own ideas and opinions. 

It says, “My mind is made up – don’t bother me with facts!”
d. Spiritual blindness where we don’t recognize temptation as such and don’t see

how sin is such a terrible thing and are unaware that we have even sinned.
2. None are so blind as those who refuse to see!  And strangely enough:

a. The religious leaders were the blind and Jesus said about the Pharisees, “Let them
alone; they are blind guides of the blind.  And if a blind man guides a blind man,
both will fall into a pit.”  Matthew 15:14 (NASB). 

b. The “sinners” were the seeing and went to Jesus with eyes wide open.  “ But when
the teachers of religious law who were Pharisees saw Him eating with tax
collectors and other sinners, they asked His disciples, ‘Why does He eat with such
scum?’  When Jesus heard this, He told them, ‘Healthy people don’t need a
doctor—sick people do.  I have come to call not those who think they are
righteous, but those who know they are sinners.’”  Mark 2:16-17 (NLT).

B. When Jesus touches anyone, their blindness is replaced by sight.
1. The blindness of pride is replaced with clear vision of humility.
2. The blindness of prejudice is replaced by sight to see justly.
3. The blindness of perpetuating a grudge is replaced by seeing our own wrongs and

beholding the benefit of forgiving.
4. The blindness of putting too much value on this world is replaced with sight that

perceives the value of the eternal.
5. The blindness of pandering to our physical passions is replaced with seeing the need

for self discipline.
6. The blindness of placing all blame on our spouse for marital problems is replacedd

by a clear vision of our own contribution.
C. He came to touch and open our eyes and the eyes of this world with His healing

power.  Isaiah prophesied 740 years before Christ, and Jesus applied his words to
Himself, saying “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because he anointed Me to
preach the gospel to the poor.  He has sent Me to proclaim release to the captives,
and recovery of sight to the blind, to set free those who are oppressed,”  Luke 4:18
(NASB).  His coming was benevolent and His touch healing and liberating.

D. Pete spent a few years trying to cope with his blindness.  Then one day he was
informed that there was a new cure for certain types of blindness, and he resolved to
get some more information.

The information was found, much to Peter’s joy, that it could possibly work on him,
although there was no guarantee that is would work. But Peter felt that it was well worth
the try, for what would he not do to get his sight back? So he booked an appointment with
the surgeon.



The day finally came for the operation which was a success and Pete had regained most of
his vision.  Soon a nurse takes Pete outside, and he sees the trees, the flowers, the blue sky,
he sees people with smiling faces, and he asked the nurse, "Am I in Heaven?"

JESUS’ TOUCH OPENED BLIND EYES AND IT STILL DOES, AND EVEN MORE:

II. HIS TOUCH CHANGED THE MAN’S LIFE:
A. When his sight was restored, things changed for him.  “Therefore the neighbors, and

those who previously saw him as a beggar, were saying, ‘Is not this the one who used
to sit and beg?’”

1. He used to sit and beg – and in that culture, with no welfare or social services, what
else could he do?

2. But now, he is out of work – and no unemployment checks.
3. Sometimes when Jesus changes a life it becomes more difficult – but always better.

a. It is a life imbued with purpose.
b. It is a life with the responsibility to be productive.
c. It is a life lived with clear conscience.
d. It is a life we can live out in the open without shame.

B. Jesus can take
1. A denier like Peter and make him a bold proclaimer of the Gospel.
2. A greedy crook like Zacchaeus and make him a generous benefactor.
3. An avowed enemy like Saul of Tarsus and make him the apostle to the Gentiles.
4. Your life, my life, and every life and turn things around.  What kind of change has

He made in your life?  What kind of change does He need to make in your life?
a. Do you need an attitude adjustment?
b. Do you need a value re-evaluation?
c. Do you need set free from some habit or addiction?
d. Do you need victory over fear and anxiety?

C. Hear the Scriptures on this:
1. “What shall we say then?  Are we to continue in sin so that grace may increase?  May

it never be! How shall we who died to sin still live in it?  Or do you not know that
all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death? 
Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as
Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk
in newness of life.”  Romans 6:1-4 (NASB).

2. “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passeda w a y ;
behold, new things have come.”  2 Corinthians 5:17 (NASB).

3. “Paul wrote to the Ephesians, “be renewed in the spirit of your mind,  and put on the
new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness
of the truth.”  Ephesians 4:23-24 (NASB).

D. Jesus makes old lives new.  It’s like a man who wanted to sell a warehouse that had
fallen into disrepair with broken windows and leaky roof.  To encourage a
prospective buyer he promised he would fix the windows and roof.  The buyer said,
“Oh, don’t worry about that.  I don’t want the building; I’ll tear it down and build a
new one.  I really want the site.  Jesus wants to do away with the old, not to merely



refurbish it; and He plans to make us new and to change our lives as he did the man
born blind

JESUS’ TOUCH OPENED BLIND EYES AND IT STILL DOES, AND CHANGED HIS
LIFE AND THEN

III. HIS TOUCH CAUSED THE MAN TO GLORIFY GOD:
A. “His disciples asked Him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he would

be born blind?’  Jesus answered, ‘It was neither that this man sinned, nor his parents;
but it was so that the works of God might be displayed in him.’”

1. Seems the disciples, along with the majority of Jews at that time believed::
a. That illness was the result of sin and God’s punishment.
b. That it was possible to sin before birth!  “Did this man sin that he was born

blind?”
2. Jesus put that to rest and said that, at least in this case, the man was born blind so

God’s work could be displayed.
B. The man himself didn’t blame God or show resentment for all those dark years.  No! 

The contentious Pharisees grilled him, “‘What did He do to you?  How did He open
your eyes?’  He answered them, ‘I told you already and you did not listen; why do
you want to hear it again?  You do not want to become His disciples too, do you?’ 
They reviled him and said, ‘You are His disciple, but we are disciples of Moses.  We
know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where He
is from.’  The man answered and said to them, ‘Well, here is an amazing thing, that
you do not know where He is from, and yet He opened my eyes. We know that God
does not hear sinners; but if anyone is God-fearing and does His will, He hears him. 
Since the beginning of time it has never been heard that anyone opened the eyes of
a person born blind.  ‘If this man were not from God, He could do nothing.’”  John
9:24-33 (NASB).

C. We also need to glorify God.  The Psalmist said, “Oh give thanks to the LORD, for
He is good, For His lovingkindness is everlasting.  Let the redeemed of the LORD
say so, Whom He has redeemed from the hand of the adversary.”  Psalm 107:1-2
(NASB).

D. We are eager to share good things with others.  “I found a great mechanic!”  “My new
barber really knows how to cut hair!”  Well, my laptop crashed and it was just about
out of warranty.  I wasn’t having much success with the warranty people so I went
back to Staples.  Manager Alan stepped up, made some phone calls, twisted a couple
of arms and got me a full refund!  I am happy to commend him, just as the blind man
commended Jesus and the God who enabled Him.

Have you experienced the Jesus Touch? He’s ready to open the eyes of your heart, to change
your life and through you to glorify God.

PRAY


