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“Sublime Gracia,” “Geweldig’ g’na,” “Ein schöner Tag” or just plain old English, “Amazing
Grace!”

Doesn’t matter in what language you express it – it’s amazing and it’s grace.

Grace: a word that can express many things.  It can refer to “beauty in movement (like a
figure skater), or speech (as in a gentle word).”  It can be used of “a sense of gratitude
(hence, ‘Let’s say grace before we eat’).”  But the meaning in the song, and the meaning I
want to emphasize is “unearned favor; undeserved kindness; unmerited love.”

The song said, “This is amazing grace; This is unfailing love; That You would take my
place, That You would bear my cross.  You lay down Your life, That I would be set free. 
Oh, Jesus, I sing for All that You've done for me” [Phil Wickham].

What makes grace so amazing?  Let’s read the Scripture text and consider that.

“Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that He may lift you up in due
time.  Cast all your anxiety on Him because He cares for you.  Be self-controlled and alert. 
Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 
Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the
world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.  And the God of all grace, Who called
you to His eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will Himself restore
you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.  To Him be the power for ever and ever.
Amen.  With the help of Silas, whom I regard as a faithful brother, I have written to you
briefly, encouraging you and testifying that this is the true grace of God.  Stand fast in it.” 
1 Peter 5:6-12 (NIV).

We know that we are saved by grace through faith.  But what does grace do in our lives once
it has saved us?

I. GRACE FREES US:
A. Peter alludes to some of the things that put us in bondage saying, “Cast all your

anxiety on Him ... Be self-controlled and alert.  Your enemy the devil prowls around
like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.  Resist him, standing firm in the
faith, .... And the God of all grace, Who called you to His eternal glory in Christ,
after you have suffered a little while, will Himself restore you and make you strong,
firm and steadfast..”  We are freed from
1. All our anxieties



2. The devious deception of Satan’s wiles.
3. Being defeated by suffering.
4. Weakness and brokenness.

B. Grace and freedom go hand in hand.  The Bible says, 
1. “For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law but under grace.” 

Romans 6:14 (NASB).  Free from sin’s dominion!
2. “What then?  Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace?  May

it never be!”  Romans 6:15 (NASB).
3. “Act as free men, and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but use it

as bondslaves of God.”  1 Peter 2:16 (NASB).
4. “For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an

opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.”  Galatians 5:13
(NASB).

C. Grace frees us, not to sin but, from sin.  Freedom is liberty but not license; and we
are responsible for how we use freedom.  

D. Keri’s song said,
“This is amazing grace
This is unfailing love

That You would take my place
That You would bear my cross

You lay down Your life
That I would be set free

Oh, Jesus, I sing for
All that You've done for me.”

E. You may recall the story of a boy walking down a sidewalk carrying a cage with wild
birds inside.  A minister saw him and asked what he had in the cage.  “Birds!  Just
some old wild birds I caught.”  The minister asked, “Why do you want wild birds?” 
The boy said, “Oh, I’ll play with them for awhile and then feed them to my cat.”

The minister said, “Would you sell me that cage and those birds for $5.00?”  The boy
eagerly agreed and then said, “Say, mister – why do you want them old birds?”

Smiling, the minister said, “To set them free!”  And he opened the cage allowing the
birds to fly away happy to be free. 

GRACE FREES US!

II. GRACE FIXES US:
A. “And the God of all grace, Who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, after you

have suffered a little while, will Himself restore you.”
B. The word for “restore” means to “mend, make whole, repair, to fix what is broken.” 

When we sinned something was broken:
1. Innocence was fractured.
2. Integrity was crushed.



3. Intimacy with God was destroyed.
4. Inner peace was demolished.

C. God is in the restoration business; as the song says, God “brings our chaos back into
order.”  He fixes what we break.
1. David said, “He restores my soul.”  Psalm 23:3.
2. He restores our joy in salvation.  Psalm 51:1.
3. He restores our relationship to Himself, “Therefore, having been justified by

faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also
we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and
we exult in hope of the glory of God.”  Romans 5:1-2 (NASB).

D. Speaking of fixing something by restoration, I love watching the TV show,
“Overhaulin’” on which an old clunker is basically rebuilt from stem to stern.  The
rusty hulk is dismantled, sand blasted, straightened out, painted, upholstered and
Voila!!  The car is restored to show-room condition.  Man can fix some things: cars,
computers, furniture and other tangible items.  But God does better than that – He
fixes:
1. Broken marriages.
2. Broken hearts.
3. Broken spirits.
4. Broken dreams.
5. Broken hope.
6. Broken lives.

E. Too often we try to do a FIYS plan.  Bob Mumford says about that, “When God fixes
a fix to fix you, and you fix the fix before it fixes you, God has to fix another fix to
fix you.”  It’s like the time I was filling in a trench which had been dug to improve
drainage in the back yard of our house on Hill Street.  It was muddy clay and I began
shoveling the pile of dirt into the trench.  However, I quickly sank into the soft soil
to about mid calf.

“No biggee” thunk I. “I’ll just pull them out and keep working.”  WRONG!  My
boots were hopelessly stuck and getting even stucker!  I couldn’t pull my feet  out
of the boots so I tried digging myself out and quickly fell over backward with my
legs bent in a painful twist.  As I laid there on my back, glaring at the sky, being the
self-controlled fellow I am, no profanity was uttered – or thought.  That is unless you
consider “DAGNABBIT!” profane.

I hollered for Marlene to come help me – big mistake – because she came out with
a video camera which fortunately she didn’t know how to operate.  To add insult to
injury she made me stand on the patio to be hosed off with water no hotter than 33
degrees – and hiding behind a beach towel, I had to strip off the muddy clothing
before heading for the shower.  We hired somebody to fill the trench and fix and
restore the messed up yard for us.

We can’t fix ourselves or restore ourselves – but God can.  So as the song says, 



“Who brings our chaos back into order?
Who makes the orphan a son and daughter?

The King of Glory, the King of Glory!”

GRACE FIXES US!

III. GRACE FORTIFIES US:
A. “And the God of all grace, Who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, after you

have suffered a little while, will Himself restore you and make you strong, firm and
steadfast.”

B. The song said,

“Who breaks the power of sin and darkness
Whose love is mighty and so much stronger

The King of Glory, the King above all kings.”

C. The power He has to break the power of sin and darkness is imparted to us via the
indwelling Holy Spirit.
1. He strengthens us with power in the inner man.
2. He gives us sufficient grace and perfects His power in our weakness.
3. He is at work in us to will and to work for His pleasure.

D. Always remember:
1. The power within you is greater than the problems around you.
2. That He “is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think,

according to the power that works within us.”  Ephesians 3:21 (NASB).
3. And that “God is working in you, giving you the desire and the power to do what

pleases Him.”  Philippians 2:13 (NLT).
E. In 1994 there were dark and horrible days for Rwanda, a small country in central

Africa.  For the next hundred days, up to 800,000 Tutsis were killed by Hutu militia
— mostly using clubs and machetes. 

A young Christian named Benyoni lived there.  He went to college and became a
school principal.  But educated people were suspect and routinely executed in
Rwanda.  Sometimes just wearing a tie could get you killed. 

One day soldiers came and took Benyoni and the teachers out of the school.  As they
stood together Benyoni asked the soldiers if he could pray for them.  He prayed for
his friends and for their families, but he spent the most time praying for the soldiers. 
They even considered freeing them, but they had their orders and knew they would
pay with their lives for failing in their mission.  They continued their march outside
the town, and when they stopped, Benyoni asked the soldiers if he could sing for
them.  He began to sing a hymn you may know:

“Out of my bondage, sorrow and night,
Jesus, I come; Jesus I come.



Into Thy freedom, gladness and light,
Jesus, I come to Thee.”

All the young men began to sing with him the last verse of that great hymn:

“Out of the fear and dread of the tomb,
Jesus, I come; Jesus, I come.

Into the joy and light of Thy home,
Jesus, I come to Thee.

Out of the depths of ruin untold,
Into the peace of Thy sheltering fold,

Ever Thy glorious face to behold,
Jesus, I come to Thee.”

When the last note was sung, the soldiers raised their rifles and shot all of them to
death.  But the grace of God had fortified the believers so they faced death with
courage.

Those soldiers went out to get drunk that night — all except one.  He sought out a
missionary he had met.  He asked her, "What kind of God do you serve who could
give that kind of life to those who follow Him?"  She led him to Christ, and soon he
was telling anyone who would listen about Jesus.  So, it was not long until they shot
him as well.  God’s grace had fortified him to die with courage, as did Benyoni and
the teachers.

GRACE FORTIFIES US.

Grace is amazing
because of its scope.

because of its power.
because of its freeness.

because of its freshness.
because there is no sin it can’t cover.

because there is no need it cannot supply.
because there is no weakness it cannot overcome.

Grace is abundant
because there is no limit to grace.

because there is no shortage of grace.
because there is no one to whom grace is unavailable.

There is grace for you – do you have faith for it?  

Grace is God’s “Yes!” to us and faith is our “Yes!” to God!  Today, by grace He says,
“Yes!” To you –  WHAT SAY YOU TO HIM BY FAITH?  

Don’t waste this moment – and above all, don’t miss His grace!


