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Have you ever hoped for something?  I mean really, truly, earnestly, deep-down, in the
cockles of your heart hoped for something?  Most of us have.  And most of the time our
“hoping” is really just “wishful thinking!”  That is, we hope for what we want to
happen, or to have, but there is no basis for believing that the hope will be realized.  

My wife says silly things like, “I hope it snows four feet this year!”  I say, “You have
two feet, why do you want four more?”  It might do that some year; but for the most part
her “hope” is “wishful thinking!”  Most of the time we could substitute “I wish” for “I
hope!”  

But there is a hope that is truly hope!  It is not mere wishful thinking!  It is not merely
an expression of what we’d like to have!  The Bible word for hope speaks of a good and
confident expectation based on God’s promise!  

We hope, not because we merely wish something to happen but we hope because God
said it would happen!  Not wishful thinking; assured confidence; that’s God-guaranteed
expectation.  It is hope that affects our past, present and future. Consider three reasons
for this kind of hope!

“Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ,  through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this
grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God.  And not only this,
but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance; 
and perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope;  and hope does not
disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the
Holy Spirit who was given to us.  For while we were still helpless, at the right time
Christ died for the ungodly.  For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps
for the good man someone would dare even to die.  But God demonstrates His own love
toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.  Much more then,
having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God
through Him.  For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the
death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 
And not only this, but we also exult in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through
whom we have now received the reconciliation.”  Romans 5:1-11 (NASB).

So, why should we hope?

I. FORGIVENESS FOR SINS OF THE PAST:
A. “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our

Lord Jesus Christ, ....”   Justified!  Forgiven!  And how we all, every one of us,



need forgiveness for the past!  Note our former three-fold lost, hopeless 
condition:
1. We were godless.  Not that we didn’t have some false gods in our lives, but

that with respect to the Living God we were without reverence and awe and
were separated from Him by our sins.

2. We were sinners.  The word “sinners” refers to those who have fallen short of
obedience to God and who have not lived up to His holy standards.

3. We were enemies.  We were at enmity with God; hostile to Him and His ways;
we were at odds with God.

B. Before we came to Jesus we were guilty.  The best of us, before God, are sinners,
enemies, and stubborn rebels.  But the good news is that when we receive Christ
as our Lord and Savior, we also receive forgiveness of sin.  He takes our guilt
away. He paid the penalty of all our guilt.  Jesus Christ made peace with God for
us!  Yet some people cling to the idea that:
1. “I don’t need to be forgiven!  I haven’t sinned!”  But if we say we have no sin

we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
2. “I can’t even forgive myself!”  A guilty conscience is a terrible thing with

which to live.  Sometimes we establish standards for ourselves that are
unreasonably demanding and are impossible to live up to.  As a result we feel
guilty, self accused, because we haven't measured up to our own human
standards.  But the Bible says that even when our own hearts condemn us, God
is greater than our hearts and knows all things.

3. “Even God can’t forgive me!”  But if we confess our sins, He is faithful and
just to forgive us and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  He casts our
sins into the depths of the sea; He remembers our sins no more; He removes
them as far as the east is from the west.

C. If we cannot come to grips with the sin issue, if we cannot realize the free and
full forgiveness Jesus Christ brings, we suffer needlessly in many ways.
1. Relationships suffer because we become defensive, withdrawn and cranky. 

We may even try to put some of the blame for our guilt on others to alleviate
our own sense of blameworthiness!

2. Our relationship with God suffers because we view Him as an angry,
forbidding ogre.  You hide from Him rather than flee to Him.

3. Our physical, emotional and mental health suffers.  There are many diseases
that are caused, or attenuated, by a guilty conscience.

D. But Jesus Christ offers hope of a forgiven past.  A little boy disobeyed his mother
and wanted to be forgiven.  She told him not to wade in the pond at the park. 
But, he waded!  His conscience smote him and he wrote on chalk board in the
kitchen, “I’m sorry, Mama.  I disobeyed you.  If you forgive me, please erase this
note.”  He hid and watched.  Mama came into the kitchen, read that simple little
note and she didn’t just erase the message, she washed the entire board free of
any dust.  The boy got the message.  He was forgiven and his wrong was washed
away!  Just so Jesus Christ cleanses us.

So why should we hope?  Forgiveness for the past.  But there is another reason for hope.



II. HELP FOR SITUATIONS OF THE PRESENT:
A. “We have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand;

and we exult in hope of the glory of God.  And not only this, but we also exult in
our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance;  and
perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope;”  We all suffer and
have afflictions.  Many, therefore, long for the time to hasten by, and because of
that they wish their lives away:
1. “I wish it were still the good old days!”
2. “I wish tomorrow would come!”
3. We look back too much and we look forward too much and we fail to look

around us enough!
B. But the plain and simple fact is: whatever the date on the calendar, however much

we long for the past or yearn for the future, it is always the present!  We can’t
escape that.  Marty McFly may travel through time in a Delorean with Dr. Emmet
Brown, but we don’t!

C. Consider this:
1. It is in the present that we face difficulties and suffer pain and hardship.  And

our hope rests on the truth that God is there to help us.
2. It is in the present that we take on new challenges.  And our hope is the

presence of God to help.
3. It is in the present that we win victories.  And we are more than conquerors

with God’s help.
4. It is in the present that we need God to be a faithful and capable Helper.  And

He is there!
5. Lois sang,

Everything rides on hope now
Everything rides on faith somehow.

When the world has broken me down
This love sets me free

When my life is like a storm
Rising waters all I want is the shore.

You say I'll be ok
And make it through the rain.

You are my shelter from the storm.”
D. With Jesus, we have hope for help in the present.  In her book ‘the Hiding Place,"

Corrie Ten Boom told the following story about   her  imprisonment at
Ravensbruk.  “It grew harder and harder. Even within these four walls there was
too much misery, too much seemingly pointless suffering. Everyday something
else failed to make sense, something else grew too heavy."  

Yet, in the midst of the suffering, the women prisoners around Corrie and Betsie
found comfort in the little Bible studies they held in the barracks. Corrie writes
they gathered around the Bible "like waifs clustered around a blazing fire…The
blacker the night around us grew, the brighter and truer and more beautiful
burned the Word of God."



When they were moved to Barracks 28, Corrie was horrified by the fact that their
reeking, straw-bed platforms swarmed with fleas. How could they live in such a
place?   It was Betsie who discovered God's answer:  "Rejoice always, pray
constantly, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ
Jesus."  Betsie said, “That's it, Corrie! That's His answer.  ‘Give thanks in all
circumstances!’ That's what we can do. We can start right now to thank God for
every single thing about this new barracks!'”

They thanked God for the fact they were together. They thanked God they had a
Bible. They even thanked God for the horrible crowds of prisoners, that more
people would be able to hear God's Word.  And then, Betsie thanked God for the
fleas.

This was too much.  “Betsie, there's no way even God can make me grateful for
a flea.”  “Give thanks in all circumstances,"  she quoted. “It doesn't say, ‘in
pleasant circumstances.’  Fleas are part of this place where God has put us.”

And so they gave thanks for fleas.  It turned out that Betsie was not wrong; the
fleas were a nuisance, but a blessing after all. The women were able to have Bible
studies in the barracks with a great deal of freedom, never bothered by
supervisors coming in and harassing them. They finally discovered that it was the
fleas that kept those supervisors out.  Through those fleas, God protected the
women from abuse and harassment. Dozens of desperate women were free to hear
the comforting, hope-giving Word of God. Through those fleas, God protected the
women from much worse things and made sure they had their deepest, truest
needs met.

We all have "fleas" in our lives. We all have those things that we can see no use for,
things that are obviously horrible, unpleasant, painful things that we want gone. No life
is free of "fleas", but if Corrie and Betsie can be our examples, God can use even these
nasty insects for our protection and blessing.

Are you facing a great time of trouble and turmoil?  There is always hope!  Put yourself
completely in God's hands.  Wait for His timing.  He will give you a hope that will not
disappoint.  

So, why should we hope?  Forgiveness for the past and help for the present!  But there
is another reason for hope.

III. ASSURANCE FOR THE SECURITY OF THE FUTURE:
A. “God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners,

Christ died for us.  Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we
shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him.”  
1. We are saved now, but heaven is still in the offing where salvation will be

consummate.  



2. Now, let’s be careful here.  I’m not talking about pie in the sky bye and bye. 
I’m not talking about pipe dreams. 

3. I’m talking about looking forward to the future with anticipation and hope
while still all the while being productive and faithful in the here and now.

B. Everybody has a future; everybody will exist eternally – some in the presence of
God and some banished from Him.  The former is eternal life and the latter is
eternal death.  But in Christ we have an assurance of eternal life because we have
been reconciled to God through Him.

C. In regard to our hope for life in the future, Peter wrote, “Blessed be the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us
to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead, to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not
fade away, reserved in heaven for you, who are protected by the power of God
through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.”  1 Peter 1:3-5
(NASB).

D. For some, the future is a dim, foggy, mystery.  For some, it holds a grim
foreboding of bad things to come.  For some, the future holds no interest at all. 
But if we trust Jesus, the future is a wonderful promise yet to be received.
1. Corrie Ten Boom said, “Never be afraid to trust the unknown future to a

known God.”
2. William Carey, missionary, said, “The future is as bright as the promises of

God.”
3. A young man was talking to an older man.  The conversation got around to life

work.  The boy said he didn’t know what he’d be doing, but he wanted to go
wherever Jesus led him.  The man asked, “What if He leads you to Africa?” 
The boy said,”I’ll go.”  “What if He leads you through poverty?”  “I’ll go.” 
“What if He leads you to die?”  “I’ll still go!”  “Well, what if He leads you to
hell?”  The boy smiled and said, “But, sir, there is no hell where Jesus is!” 
Richard Baxter expresses the thought in these lines: “My knowledge of that
life is small, The eye of faith is dim, But it's enough that Christ knows all,
And I shall be with Him.”  That’s hope for the future!  That’s eternal life! 
You see, without Christ the future is a hopeless end – but with Jesus it is
endless hope!

Paul said, “Therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ, through Whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith
into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God.”  Romans
5:1-2 (NASB).  
The writer of the Hebrew letter spoke of the unchanging promises of God.  Those
promises are our hope.  We read, “We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and
secure.”  Hebrews 6:17-20 (NIV).  
We can say with Isaac Watts, “O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come,
Our shelter from the stormy blast, And our eternal home!”  



With that kind of God on our side, loving us, saving us, keeping us, guiding us – we
have every reason for hope!  You see there is forgiveness for the past; there is help for
the present; and there is assurance for the future.  Good reasons for hope.  So hope in
Him today – you won’t be disappointed.  He calls you to that hope, so answer Him by
surrendering to His will for today and FOREVER.


