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Life is great; life is worth living; life is precious.  For the most part, I can say that my
troubles are not very many or very big.  Blessings far outweigh the blues; good days
outnumber the grey days; providence exceeds all the problems.  BUT – now and then
something comes up that is unsettling and painful and horrible.

Linda’s song is so right:

“You may be down, and feel like God has somehow forgotten.
That you are faced with circumstances you can’t get through.

Right now it seems that there’s no way out and you’re going under,
But God’s proven time and time again He’ll take care of you.”

David wrote, “The LORD is compassionate and gracious, Slow to anger and abounding in
lovingkindness.  He will not always strive with us, Nor will He keep His anger forever.  He
has not dealt with us according to our sins, Nor rewarded us according to our iniquities.  For
as high as the heavens are above the earth, So great is His lovingkindness toward those who
fear Him.  As far as the east is from the west, So far has He removed our transgressions
from us.  Just as a father has compassion on his children, So the LORD has compassion on
those who fear Him.  For He Himself knows our frame; He is mindful that we are but dust.” 
Psalm 103:8-14 (NASB).

Jeremiah knew it and even while in captivity in a foreign land, he wrote, “Remember my
affliction and my wandering, the wormwood and bitterness.  Surely my soul remembers And
is bowed down within me.  This I recall to my mind, Therefore I have hope.  The LORD'S
lovingkindnesses indeed never cease, For His compassions never fail.  They are new every
morning; Great is Your faithfulness.  ‘The LORD is my portion,’ says my soul, ‘Therefore
I have hope in Him.’  The LORD is good to those who wait for Him, To the person who
seeks Him.”  Lamentations 3:19-25 (NASB).

The song Linda sang suggested 3 truths we ought to grasp as we meander through life in this
flesh.

I. CIRCUMSTANCES COME AND GO:
A. Israel had been chosen of God to be His people.  The covenant was that He would

be their God and they would remain faithful to Him.
1. Had Israel remained faithful, they would have enjoyed God’s favor and

blessings.



2. Israel defaulted and went off after Baal, Asherah, Molech, and other detestable
false gods.  That changed things for their worse; they were chastened and
afflicted.

B. While Israel worshiped and served God, the circumstances were good.
1. Their crops flourished.
2. Their herds abounded.
3. Their enemies were held at bay.

C. When they were fickle, faithless and foolish their circumstances went from glad to
sad, from happy to horrid.  That’s the way it works in the end.  I’ll just point out
two examples:
1. Moses discovered that when, because of disobedience, he was forbidden to cross

Jordan and enter Canaan, the Promised Land.
2. King Uzziah learned that when, in arrogance, he entered the temple to perform

the duty allotted to the priests only.  He was ordered out of the temple by the
priests, but “Uzziah, with a censer in his hand for burning incense, was enraged;
and while he was enraged with the priests, the leprosy broke out on his forehead
before the priests in the house of the LORD, beside the altar of incense.  Azariah
the chief priest and all the priests looked at him, and behold, he was leprous on
his forehead; and they hurried him out of there, and he himself also hastened to
get out because the LORD had smitten him.  King Uzziah was a leper to the day
of his death; and he lived in a separate house, being a leper, for he was cut off
from the house of the LORD. And Jotham his son was over the king's house
judging the people of the land.”  2 Chronicles 26:19-21 (NASB).

3. I’m a long way from saying that if you have lousy circumstances you have been
unfaithful to God; but if we are unfaithful, sooner or later circumstances will be
lousy.

D. What is today will pass away; for the worst of 1c]ircumstances we can say,”This,
too, will pass.”  The song said, 

“God knows the things, you're going through; And He knows how your hurting.
You see, He knows, just how your heart has been broken in two.

But He's the God of1he stars, of the sun, and the seas, And He is your Father 
He can calm the storm, and He'll find some way to fix it for you.”

E. One man’s hope depended on circumstances changing.  Sentenced to death he
obtained a reprieve by assuring the king he would teach his majesty's horse to fly
within the year--on the condition that if he didn't succeed, he would be put to death
at the end of the year. "Within a year," the man explained later, "the king may die,
or I may die, or the horse may die. Furthermore, in a year, who knows? Maybe the
horse will learn to fly." 

For the worst stuff, believe, “This, too, shall pass.”  Circumstances change.  Only God
knows what tomorrow will bring? Que sera, sera.  But in the midst of flux there is a firm
foundation.



II. JESUS CHRIST REMAINS THE SAME:
A. “The LORD'S lovingkindnesses indeed never cease, For His compassions never fail. 

They are new every morning; Great is Your faithfulness.”
1. James said, “Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above,

coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or
shifting shadow.”  James 1:17 (NASB).

2. The Father said to the Son, “You, Lord, in the beginning laid the foundation of
the earth, and the heavens are the works of Your hands; they will perish, but
You remain; and they all will become old like a garment, and like a mantle You
will roll them up; like a garment they will also be changed. But You are the
same, and Your years will not come to an end." Hebrews 1:10-12 (NASB).

3. “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.”  Hebrews 13:8
(NASB).

4. Linda sang,  

“He’s still God and He will not fail you;
He’s still God and He will not change.”

B. Politicians change; people change; fads change; relationships change; health issues
change.  But Jesus remains the same.

C. That means:
1. We have someone on Whom we can rely.
2. The Lord doesn’t keep changing the rules – we know what He expects from one

day to the next.
3. His promises are a certainty; there is no “date of expiration.”
4. When others put us down, He lifts us up.
5. When others let us down, He shows up.
6. When our lives go bust, we can still trust – He is there.

D. Jesus is always the same, unchanging Lord.
1. His grace is unchanged.
2. His will is unchanged.
3. His moral and ethical standards have not changed.
4. His promise is unchanged.
5. His power is unchanged.
6. His desire to save is unchanged.

E. A pastor in London was called to an old building where a woman lay dying of a
terrible disease. The room was cold and she had nowhere to lie but on a thin pad on
the floor. When the pastor asked if there was anything he could do, she replied, "I
have all I really need; I have Jesus Christ." Deeply moved, the pastor went home
and penned these words:

“In the heart of London City,
Mid the dwellings of the poor,

These bright and golden words were uttered,
‘I have Christ. What want I more?’



Spoken by a lonely woman dying on a garret floor,
Having not one earthly comfort,

‘I have Christ. What want I more?’”

While the whole world around us changes and each day brings some new circumstance,
Jesus is the same.  We have Christ, what want we more?

III. HE NEVER GROWS IMPATIENT WITH US IN OUR FAILURES:
A. He is untiring in His love; untiring in His compassion!  I’m not making this up!  It’s

in the Bible!
1. David affirmed, “For He Himself knows our frame; He is mindful that we are

but dust.”
2. And Jeremiah added “This I recall to my mind, Therefore I have hope.  The

LORD'S lovingkindnesses indeed never cease, For His compassions never fail. 
They are new every morning; Great is Your faithfulness.”

3. Peter wrote, “Bear in mind that our Lord's patience means salvation, just as our
dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that God gave him.”  2 Peter
3:15 (NIV).

4. And Paul said, “I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ
Jesus might display His unlimited patience as an example for those who would
believe on Him and receive eternal life. 1 Timothy 1:16 (NIV).

B. Over and over He extends His patience and forgiveness.  There are things we, too,
seem to have to do over and over:
1. Do you ever get tired of doing the same thing time after time after time after

time?  Especially things that should not need to be done over and over and over
again. 
a. Things like reminding your kids to wash their hands before coming to

the table.
b. Or picking up after someone who‘s a Litter Bug.
c. Or shutting the front door because someone seems to have been born in

a barn.  
2. But there are some things we never tire of.  Things like spending time with

friends and family; or helping someone in need when we are able; or worshiping
together.

C. Do you think the Lord grows weary of loving and forgiving us?  Does He get tired
of us when we try His patience when
1. We ask too much?
2. We sin too much?
3. We praise too little?
4. We neglect our time with Him?

D. He gives and forgives and loves and blesses – and as the song said 10 times, “He’ll
do it again!”  
1. Concerning rebellious Israel, we read, “ The LORD, the God of their fathers,

sent word to them again and again by His messengers, because He had



compassion on His people and on His dwelling place.”  2 Chronicles 36:15
(NASB).

2. “Many times He would deliver them; They, however, were rebellious in their
counsel, And so sank down in their iniquity.”  Psalm 106:43 (NASB).

3. He will chasten and discipline us however many times it takes; and He will
forgive us as many times as we need it.

4. But please do not misconstrue this to believe
a. That it is okay to go on sinning since He never tires of forgiving us.
b. That grace is a license or pretext for sinful living.

E. A man was a woodcarver by hobby.  He bought a very expensive set of wood
carving knives and put them on his table, went to work, and daydreamed about those
fabulous tools. 

Finally it was time to go home to enjoy an hour or so of wood carving.  But
unbeknownst to him, his 5 year old son got into the knife set and somehow chipped
the cutting edge of one of them.  He put it back in the box hoping it would not be
noticed.

Dad opened the box, extracted the knives and – naturally saw that one was damaged. 
He was sure his wife hadn’t shaved her legs with it so the culprit had to be his son.

He had a couple of choices.  He could wave the knife around and shout, “Whooooo
Diiiiid this?”  He opted to do otherwise and, holding the knife up to look at it, he
said, “Hmmm.  Seems that someone had a problem with a project.”  His son ran to
him, threw his arms around dad’s legs and said, “I did it, Daddy, and I’m really
sorry!”  He took the boy up in his arms and using this event to gently teach the boy
and then forgiving that boy, he was so much like Jesus.

ALL things will change in life – but Jesus is the same and His patience with us is infinite. 

PRAY / INVITE

Are your circumstances overwhelming?  Are your burdens heavy?  Reach out to Jesus and
what He’s done for others, He’ll gladly do for you.  He hasn’t changed’ He’s the same;
reach out to Him and find Him reaching out to you!


