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There are what may be called “fair-weather friends” and “foul-weather friends.”  The former
are your friends when things are going good and you are no burden or inconvenience to them
but they leave you like a leper when trouble comes.  The latter become your friends when
things are bad for them and they need your help but when things get good again, you are
history.

The Bible says, “A friend is always loyal, and a brother is born to help in time of need.” 
Proverbs 17:17 (NLT) and, “There are ‘friends’ who destroy each other, but a real friend
sticks closer than a brother.”  Proverbs 18:24 (NLT).

WHAT KIND OF FRIEND DO WE HAVE IN JESUS?  Let’s see what Isaiah said about that
some 700 years BC.

“Who believes what we've heard and seen?  Who would have thought God's saving power
would look like this?  The Servant grew up before God—a scrawny seedling, a scrubby plant
in a parched field.  There was nothing attractive about Him, nothing to cause us to take a
second look.  He was looked down on and passed over, a man Who suffered, Who knew pain
firsthand.  One look at Him and people turned away.  We looked down on Him, thought He
was scum.  But the fact is, it was our pains He carried— our disfigurements, all the things
wrong with us.  We thought He brought it on Himself, that God was punishing Him for His
own failures.  But it was our sins that did that to Him, that ripped and tore and crushed
Him—our sins! He took the punishment, and that made us whole.  Through His bruises we
get Healed.  We're all like sheep who've wandered off and gotten lost.  We've all done our
own thing, gone our own way.  And God has piled all our sins, everything we've done wrong,
on Him, on Him.  He was beaten, He was tortured, but He didn't say a word.  Like a lamb
taken to be slaughtered and like a sheep being sheared, He took it all in silence.  Justice
miscarried, and He was led off— and did anyone really know what was happening?  He died
without a thought for His own welfare, beaten bloody for the sins of my people.  They buried
Him with the wicked, threw Him in a grave with a rich man, Even though He'd never hurt a
soul or said one word that wasn't true.  Still, it's what God had in mind all along, to crush
Him with pain.  The plan was that He give Himself as an offering for sin so that He'd see life
come from it—life, life, and more life.  And God's plan will deeply prosper through Him. 
Out of that terrible travail of soul, He'll see that it's worth it and be glad He did it.  Through
what He experienced, my righteous one, my Servant, will make many ‘righteous ones,’ as He
Himself carries the burden of their sins.  Therefore I'll reward Him extravagantly— the best
of everything, the highest honors— Because He looked death in the face and didn't flinch,
because He embraced the company of the lowest.  He took on His own shoulders the sin of
the many, He took up the cause of all the black sheep.”  Isaiah 53:1-12 (MSG).



WHAT A FRIEND WE HAVE IN JESUS!  BUT WHAT KIND OF FRIEND?

I. HE IS A SIN-BEARING FRIEND:
A. “We're all like sheep who've wandered off and gotten lost.  We've all done our own

thing, gone our own way.  And God has piled all our sins, everything we've done
wrong, on Him.”

1. Peter confirms that, “He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we
might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.  For
you were continually straying like sheep, but now you have returned to the Shepherd
and Guardian of your souls.”  1 Peter 2:24-25 (NASB).

2. The text says, “Through what He experienced, My righteous one, My Servant, will
make many ‘righteous ones,’ as He Himself carries the burden of their sins.”

B. Although you may be weighted down and tired of carrying the load, there is a sin –
bearing friend: Jesus.  You can safely roll onto Him all the burdens of your guilt and
long after you’ve expended your strength carrying it, He’s capable of carrying it  on
Himself.

C. The modern world has scoffed at and ignored and minimized and rationalized and
denied sin.  John speaks to that error, saying, “If we say that we have no sin, we are
deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and
righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  1 John
1:8-9 (NASB).

1. Sin can be internal:  corrupt attitudes, unworthy thoughts, lusts and covetousness and
desires for illicit things.

2. Sin can be verbal:  a lie, slander, profanity abusive speech or blasphemy.
3. Sin can be actions: stealing, cheating, or mean and violent and abusive deeds.
4. Sin can be what we fail to do as James said, “Remember, it is sin to know what you

ought to do and then not do it.” James 4:17 (NLT).
D. Sin is real and the song is right: “what a friend we have in Jesus ALL OUR SINS TO

BEAR!”  All, not some, ALL!
E. Let me illustrate how this works.   Jimmy was a little ragged,  starved, emaciated boy

who attended a country school.  There were strict rules, one of which was that anyone
caught stealing would be struck with a stick thirty times on his naked back. One day,
Tom’s lunch was stolen, and the teacher found out it was Jimmy.  So he was accused,
and he admitted that because he was starved, he stole Tom’s lunch.  The rule was:
thirty stripes. Well, when he bared his back for the beating, Tom, whose lunch the boy
had stolen, said to the teacher, “Teacher, let me take the punishment for him.” The
teacher agreed, so he bent over above the poor, starved, emaciated Jimmy, and the
stripes that should have fallen upon the little boy fell upon him. (WA Criswell)

That’s exactly what Jesus did!  So, Jesus is not only a sin-bearing friend but He is also:

II. A SORROW-SHARING FRIEND:
A. “He was looked down on and passed over, a man Who suffered, Who knew pain

firsthand.  ....  But the fact is, it  was our pains He carried— our disfigurements, all
the things wrong with us.”



1. Another version says, “He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and
familiar with suffering. Like one from Whom men hide their faces He was despised,
and we esteemed Him not.   Surely He took up our infirmities and carried our
sorrows, yet we considered Him stricken by God, smitten by Him, and afflicted.” 
Isaiah 53:3-4 (NIV).

2. How reminiscent of Jesus’ kind words, “Come to me, all of you who are weary and
carry heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.”  Matthew 11:28 (NLT).

3. An old song says, “He’s the healer of broken hearts!”
B. Consider some typical sorrows:

1. When you are out of work and you are doing your best to find employment, but the
weight of worry bogs you down, cast that care on Jesus.

2. When a friend forsakes or betrays you, take that sorrow to the Lord.
3. When the doctor’s prognosis is grim and frightening, carry that burden to Jesus.
4. When you have to say farewell to a loved one by death or moving, let Jesus carry

that for you.
5. When pain and weakness wear you to the nub, Jesus wants that burden.
6. When your marriage is in shambles, and sorrow engulfs you, the arms of Jesus are

open to help you handle that sorrow.
C. But even if God doesn’t remove our problems, pains and sorrows – He comes

alongside of us and He bears them.
D. But He won’t wrest them out of our hands if we prefer to bear them alone.  He

invites, urges, hopes for us to cast our sorrow and every sorrow producing burden
onto Him.  But, “O what peace we often forfeit, O what needless pain we bear, All
because we do not carry Everything to God in prayer!”

E. A man was talking to his pastor about his sorrow and asked how he could cast that
on the Lord since it was not a physical, tangible thing and Jesus is unseen.  The pastor
said, “Envision the throne of grace and see Jesus seated there.  See yourself walking
up to that throne bearing a box loaded with sorrow.  Visualize putting that box down
at the feet of Jesus.  Then see yourself walking away from that box.  And in the
ensuing days should you be tempted to retrieve that box, you are free to do so – but
you are also free to ask Him to help you leave it there.”  He wants to bear all our
sorrows but we must give them up to His control.

Jesus is a sin-bearing, sorrow-sharing friend and further He is:

III. A SACRIFICIALLY-CARING FRIEND:
A. “He was beaten, He was tortured, but He didn't say a word.  Like a lamb taken to be

slaughtered and like a sheep being sheared, He took it all in silence.  Justice miscarried,
and He was led off— and did anyone really know what was happening?  He died
without a thought for His own welfare, beaten bloody for the sins of my people.”   And,
“He looked death in the face and didn't flinch, because He embraced the company of
the lowest.  He took on His own shoulders the sin of the many, He took up the cause
of all the black sheep.” 

B. Why did He do that?
1. Because He cared!



a. He showed His care by facing death and enduring it for our sake. 
b. He cared for the black sheep.

2. Because it was the plan and purpose of God to save mankind through a suffering
Savior.

C. Sometimes our sorrow, along with the negative input of Satan, makes us feel that God
doesn’t c are about us.

1. David lamented, “I look for someone to come and help me, but no one gives me a
passing thought! No one will help me; no one cares a bit what happens to me.”  Psalm
142:4 (NLT).  This same Psalmist wrote, “The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not
want.  He makes me lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside quiet waters.  He
restores my soul; He guides me in the paths of righteousness For His name's sake. 
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil, for You
are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.  You prepare a table before
me in the presence of my enemies; You have anointed my head with oil; My cup
overflows.  Surely goodness and lovingkindness will follow me all the days of my life,
And I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.”  Psalm 23:1-6 (NASB) .  

2. The disciples were on the sea and a storm blew  in.  Jesus was asleep in the boat and
the frightened men woke Him up, shouting, “Teacher, don’t You care that we’re
going to drown?”   Mark 4:38 (NLT).

3. And the poem says, “I traveled down a lonely road, and no one seemed to care.  The
burden on my weary back Had almost bowed me to despair.  And I often complained
to Jesus Just about how folks were treating me.  and then I heard Him say so tenderly,
‘My feet were also weary Upon the Calvary road; The cross became so heavy I fell
beneath the load.  Be faithful weary pilgrim; The morning I can see.  Just lift you
cross And follow close to me.’”

D. Sometimes our confidence is weak and sometimes strong.  Sometimes we are assured
that He cares and other times we feel all alone.  The unvariable factor, however, is the
Lord – He did, does, and always will actively care!

E. Let me tell you about a man who knew sorrow and needed someone to care.  Joseph
Scriven, author of the song What A Friend We Have in Jesus knew firsthand that Jesus
cares.  He was 25 years old and engaged to be married. The day before his wedding his
fiancée drowned.  Heartbroken, Joseph sailed from Ireland to start a new life in
Canada.  While in Canada working as a teacher, he became engaged to Eliza Roche, a
relative of one of his students.  Once again, Joseph's hopes and dreams were shattered
when Eliza became ill and died before the wedding could take place.

We can only imagine the pain and sorrow within this young man, but his faith in God
sustained him.  Soon after Eliza's death Joseph became a pastor.  He never married, but spent
the remainder of his life giving all his time, money and even the clothes off his own back to
help the less fortunate and to spread the love and compassion of Jesus wherever he went.

Around the same time Joseph received word from Ireland that his mother was ill.  He could
not go to be with her, so he wrote a letter of comfort and enclosed one of his poems entitled
What a Friend We Have in Jesus.



God wrote us a letter of comfort in the Bible and He wants us to know what a friend we have
in Jesus.  PRAY / INVITE

He is our friend and said that we would be His friends if we obey Him.  He commanded
believers to repent and be baptized and He enables us to live obedient lives thereafter.  

He is your friend – are you His?  Confirm that by giving Him your sin and sorrow and
steadfast surrender.  I SURRENDER ALL.


