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When you see somebody do something weird or crazy — or stupid — you

may ask, “What was he thinking?”

When you see your spouse in a deep, meditative or pensive mood – sort of

in “La-La-Land,” with everything, and everybody, tuned out, – you may

wonder, “What was she thinking?”

You may read an article or book, with which you disagree, and wonder

about the author, “What was he thinking?”

When you make a promise, or say something rash you wish you could take

back, you may slap your forehead and say, “What was I thinking?”

Linda sang the song by Ronnie Hinson and Mike Payne that says:

“When He was on the cross, I was on His mind.”

So, the question is, “When I was on His mind, what was He thinking?”

Jeremiah records God’s answer,“‘For I know the thoughts that I think

toward you,’ saith the LORD, ‘thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give

you an expected end.’”  Jeremiah 29:11 (KJV).

The BBE expresses that in these words, “‘For I am conscious of my

thoughts about you,’ says the Lord, ‘thoughts of peace and not of evil, to

give you hope at the end.’” 

The word translated “know” or “conscious” means to be “completely

aware of,” or to “ponder closely.” 



The setting for this verse is the captivity of the Jews in Babylon.  They

were carried there by Nebuchadnezzer.  They were going to be there 70

years.  Many were bitter, pessimistic, angry and discouraged.  

The words God gave Jeremiah are tantamount to, “I have not forgotten

you and my thoughts about you are kind and constant!”

The Lord has always had us on His mind and He carefully considers the

plans He has for His people.  We are not vague and fleeting mental

impressions; we are the focal point of His thinking and planning.

Now it is true that these words were spoken to ancient Israel – but God’s

people are God’s people whenever and wherever they are found.

As God was mindful of Israel, so Jesus is mindful of us.  When He was on

the cross, we were on His mind.  So, what was He thinking?

I. HE WAS THINKING OF OUR PEACE:

A. “‘For I know the thoughts that I think toward you,’ saith the

LORD, ‘thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an

expected end.’”

1. The word translated “peace” is the Hebrew “Shalom.” 

According to Strong's Concordance, Shalom means

wholeness, health, welfare, safety, soundness, tranquility,

prosperity, perfectness, fullness, rest, harmony, the

absence of agitation or discord.  

2. I am opting for the word “peace” because all of those

things add up to peace.

a. Peace involves the absence of, or mastery over, that

which disrupts our lives.

(1) Strife.

(2) Inner turmoil, worry and anxieties.

(3) Envy, covetousness and greed.

(4) Guilt, shame and a sense of failure.

(5) Lust and illicit desires.



b. Peace involves the presence of those things that add

serenity to our lives.

(1) The assurance that we are His and He is ours.

(2) The confidence to approach Him boldly.

(3) The knowledge that He has forgiven us.

(4) Sharing life and love with other believers.

(5) A sense of belonging.

(6) Assurance that He will adequately provide.

3. There are differing levels and areas of peace.

a. Peace between nations, which is often like two pit-

bulls so chained that the other is just out of reach.

b. Peace between individuals.

c. Peace within ourselves; the peace of God that passes

understanding.  Calm serenity even in sorrow and

suffering.

d. Peace with God, which I believe was a primary

consideration at Calvary.

(1) He prayed, “Father, forgive them, they don’t

know what they are doing!”

(2) To the penitent thief, He said, “Today you will

be with Me in Paradise.”

(3) And, “Therefore, since we have been justified

through faith, we have peace with God through

our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have

gained access by faith into this grace in which

we now stand.”  Romans 5:1-2 (NIV).

4. No Jesus, no peace.  Know Jesus, know peace.

B. When He was on the cross, Jesus thought of our peace; His plan

was to give us peace – not as the world gives, but only as He

can.

C. Because we can experience peace with God and, therefore, the

peace of God:

1. We know that weeping may last for the night but Joy

comes in the morning!



2. We are convinced that God causes all things to work

together for good to those who love Him and are called

according to His purpose.

3. We are assured that our light momentary afflictions

are working to produce an eternal weight of glory.

D. I want to illustrate howpeace can displace dark despair in our

lives.  One of the former pastors of a large church in Portland

told about a dark time in his life.  He suddenly felt abandoned

by God and believed he was a total failure.

He ended up in a mental hospital undergoing various treatments

thought to be appropriate to a nervous breakdown.  There was

no obvious improvement and he remained agitated and restless

day and night.

Then, an aide he had not seen before sat with him and said,

“You are going to get through this.”  What psychotherapy and

medicine didn’t accomplish, those words of hope did.  They

engendered peace.

He began to tell himself, “I’m going to get through this!  I am

going to get through this!”  And that hope gave him a new peace

– in a few months he was restored and back in ministry.

If something breaks you down, the hope and peace God offers

picks you up.

When He was on the cross, we were on His mind and He was thinking of

our peace.  Further:

II. HE WAS THINKING OF OUR BENEFIT:

A. “‘For I know the thoughts that I think toward you,’ saith the

LORD, ‘thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an

expected end.’”  



1. His thoughts about us are not for evil.  The word

translated “Evil” means affliction, calamity, harm, and

disaster, not just wickedness or sin.

2. His thoughts about us are positive, compassionate and

for our welfare, not our calamity.

B. This does not mean that He puts a shield around us; His people

also suffer and are afflicted, sometimes by disasters, sometimes

by disease, sometimes by deliberate hostility.

1. Constant ease and pleasure is not the greatest good and

is not promised to us.

2. Jesus said there would be troubles.  He said, “I've told

you all this so that trusting Me, you will be unshakable

and assured, deeply at peace.  In this godless world you

will continue to experience difficulties.  But take heart! 

I've conquered the world."  John 16:33 (MSG).

3. But God should not be blamed for those difficulties –

it is part of living in a broken world.

4. His ultimate plan for us is good in spite of temporary

pain.

C. Maybe we think that good must mean an absence of distress or

problems.  But God uses what seems bad to us for our good.

1. James said, “Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you

encounter various trials, knowing that the testing of your

faith produces endurance.  And let endurance have its

perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete,

lacking in nothing.”  James 1:2-4 (NASB).

2. “Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once

he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life

which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.”

James 1:12 (NASB).

3. Paul wrote, “We exult in our tribulations, knowing that

tribulation brings about perseverance;  and perseverance,

proven character; and proven character, hope.”  Romans

5:3-4 (NASB).



4. David wrote, “My suffering was good for me, for it taught

me to pay attention to Your decrees.”  Psalm 119:71

(NLT).

D. Abraham Lincoln discovered that God was interested in

benefitting him.  Abe and Berry, his partner, stood on the front

porch of his little country store in Illinois.  Business was all

gone, and Berry asked, "How much longer can we keep this

going?"  Lincoln answered, "It looks as if our business has just

about winked out."  Then he continued, "You know, I wouldn't

mind so much if I could just do what I want to do. I want to

study law.  I wouldn't mind so much if we could sell everything

we've got and pay all our bills and have just enough left over to

buy one book--Blackstone's Commentary on English Law, but

I guess I can't." 

A wagon was coming up the road.  The driver angled it up close

to the store porch, then looked at Lincoln and said, "I'm trying

to move my family out west, and I'm out of money. I've got a

good barrel here that I could sell for fifty cents." Abraham

Lincoln's eyes went along the wagon and came to the wife

looking at him pleadingly, face thin and emaciated. 

Lincoln reached into his pocket and took out his last fifty cents

and bought the barrel.  All day long the barrel sat on the porch. 

In the evening Lincoln walked out and looked down into the

barrel.  He saw something in the bottom of it that he hadn't

noticed before.  He pulled out a book and stood amazed! It was

Blackstone's Commentary on English Law. 

Lincoln later wrote, "I stood there holding the book and looking

up toward the heavens.  There came a deep impression on me

that God had something for me to do and He was showing me

now that I had to get ready for it.  Why this miracle otherwise?" 

He saw that as part of God’s benefit to him.



When He was on the cross, we were on His mind and He was thinking of

our peace and our benefit.  Further:

III. HE WAS THINKING OF OUR HOPE:

A. “‘For I know the thoughts that I think toward you,’ saith the

LORD, ‘thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an

expected end.’”

1. “Expected end” in other versions is:

a. “A future and a hope.”  NLT, NASB, 

b. “Hope at the end.”  BBE.

c. “Hope and a future.”  NIV.

2. The fundamental meaning is that He has planned an

ultimate, eternal destiny of hope for us.

a. Garield illustrates the world’s kind of hope.

b. Bible hope is assured confidence, based on God’s

promise, not wishful thinking based on our desire.

c. What we hope for in our own desires may fail or be

wrong for us – the hope God gives does not

disappoint.

d. The hope He has stored up or us defies definition

because, “No one's ever seen or heard anything like



this, Never so much as imagined anything quite like

it— What God has arranged for those who love

Him.”  1 Corinthians 2:9 (MSG).

B. On the basis of God’s promise, for what do we hope?

1. We hope for eternal glory following momentary trials.

2. We hope for eternal life in the presence of the Living

God.

3. We hope for immortal bodies in place of these ones of

frail flesh.

4. We hope for a new heavens and new earth where there

is only righteousness, instead of this one subject to

corruption.

5. We hope for fulness of knowledge to displace our great

lack thereof.

C. Hope is always preferable to despair and God’s thoughts to us

are hope.

D. This week I read the story of self-made millionaire Eugene

Lang, who had been asked to speak to a class of 59

sixth-graders in East Harlem. 

What could he say to inspire these students, most of whom

would drop out of school?  

Scrapping his notes, he decided to speak to them from his heart.

"Stay in school, and I'll help pay the college tuition for every

one of you."  

At that moment the lives of these students changed.  For the

first time they had hope. 

Said one student, "I had something to look forward to,

something waiting for me.  It was a golden feeling."

In 1981, he said: "I asked the principal of the school how many

of these kids would go to college, and he told me maybe one."



Thanks to Eugene Lang's impulsive promise at a grade-school

graduation, 90% of the Class of 1981 at East Harlem's P.S. 121

graduated from high school.  Half have gone on to various

universities.

The hope Lang offered those young people encouraged them to hang in

there; to keep on keeping on; to look forward with optimism and hope

based on a promise!

The hope God offers encourages us to remain faithful and to look forward

with optimism and hope based on His promise.  That will make it all

worthwhile.

PRAY

INVITATION  

A look of love was on His face

The thorns were on His head

The blood was on that scarlet robe

And stained a crimson red

Though His eyes were on the crowd that day

He looked ahead in time

Cause when He was on the cross

I was on His mind

He knew me, yet He loved me

He whose glory makes the Heaven shine

So unworthy of such mercy

Yet when He was on the cross

I was on His mind

• Is He on your mind?  



• Have you given a conscious thought to what He did on the

cross? 

 

What He did then can change what we are now and makes what is to come

assured confidence of heaven.  

That will make whatever we go through worth it all.


