
“WHAT WAS, WAS; WHAT IS, IS; WHAT WILL BE, WILL BE!”/PROVERBS 31-8:

We often get stuck in the past.  
• Regret.
• Grudges.
• Shame.
• Yearning.

Well, we can’t change the past; what was, what happened, happened.

On the other end of the timeline, sometimes we dread the future:
• Sick?
• Lose money?
• Alone?
• Terrorists?

And worse, we often are prodigal with the present; we waste the here and now:
• Sometimes we are discontented. 
• Sometimes we miss opportunities.
• Sometimes we don’t appreciate blessings.
• Sometimes we neglect those nearest and dearest to us – and one day it will be too late.
• Sometimes we invest in temporal fleeting things and leave God out of our plans.
• Sometimes we fall into the “If only this or that were different!” trap.

We can’t change the past.

We can’t control the future.  

But we can seize the day and make it good.  It is the now that is important and it impacts the
future.

For our past, present and future, here’s God’s advice, “My son, do not forget my teaching,
But let your heart keep my commandments; For length of days and years of life And peace
they will add to you.  Do not let kindness and truth leave you; Bind them around your neck,
Write them on the tablet of your heart.  So you will find favor and good repute In the sight
of God and man.  Trust in the LORD with all your heart And do not lean on your own
understanding.  In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He will make your paths straight.
Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear the LORD and turn away from evil.  It will be healing
to your body And refreshment to your bones.  Honor the LORD from your wealth And from
the first of all your produce;  So your barns will be filled with plenty And your vats will
overflow with new wine.  My son, do not reject the discipline of the LORD Or loathe His
reproof, For whom the LORD loves He reproves, Even as a father corrects the son in whom
he delights.”  Proverbs 3:1-12 (NASB).

TRUST HIM!



I. WE NEED TO TRUST HIM BECAUSE WE LACK WISDOM:
A. “Do not be wise in your own eyes.”

1. “Don't assume that you know it all.  MSG
2. “Put no high value on your wisdom.”  BBE.
3. The song by the Gaithers expresses our limited knowledge and wisdom:

“Don’t ask me to explain to you how one could start again,
How hardened hearts could soften like a child.

Don’t ask me how to reason out the mysteries of life,
Or how to face its problems with a smile.”

B. We don’t fully understand:
1. How to untangle the mess we’ve made that still might entangle us.
2. How to live with confidence in a world gone whacko.
3. How to quit fretting about the future.

C. I suggest that the answer to all those concerns is: “Trust in the LORD with all
your heart And do not lean on your own understanding.  In all your ways
acknowledge Him, And He will make your paths straight.”  He knows all there
is to know about everything there is and is all wise!  There are 4 key words to
note:
1. The first word is Trust

a. Have confidence and hope in His capability to take care of the
past, present and future.

b. Be secure in His love for you for now, for always.
2. The second word is Lord

a. He has all authority and reigns over all.
b. If we obey Him, we will come out okay.

3. The third word is Acknowledge
a. Admit to knowing Him.
b. Be aware of and pay attention to Him.

4. The fourth word is All
a. All your heart – your inner being.
b. All your ways; the paths and directions you choose in life.
c. Not just some of your heart some of the time in some parts of

your life in some of your ways.
D. The past is gone, tomorrow has not come and now is all we have – and Jesus

is Lord of all three.  What was, was; what is, is; and what will be, will be
–trust Him for it all.

E. Even though we don’t know what to do about the failures and problems of life,
there is no sin or complication of our past, present or future that God cannot
take care of.  Let me illustrate.
A man was learning to fly and the instructor told him to go into a steep dive.
What was about to happen was chilling.  The engine stalled, and the plane
began to plunge downward at a terrific rate.  After a few seconds, which
seemed like an hour, the student pilot froze in panic.  He was inexperienced
and didn’t know what to do!  Boy – I’d have had a lightning fast impromptu



prayer meeting.  Like Peter sinking in the sea I’d holler, “Lord!  Save me!” 
The guy in back could do his own praying – he got us into this!

To the student’s relief, the instructor skillfully and quickly corrected the
situation.  Immediately the student turned to the instructor and verbally
expressed his fear.

The instructor said, "There is no position you can get this airplane into that I
cannot get you out of.  If you want to learn to fly, trust me and go up there and
do it again." 

At our worst moment of regret or failure or anxiety, God wants us to trust Him. 
Remember this:  As you serve Him, there is no situation you have been in or
can ever get yourself into that He cannot get you out of, or help you to endure
until He takes you through. . If you trust Him, you will be all right.

I CAN’T EXPLAIN HOW WE CAN START AGAIN OR HOW TO SOLVE LIFE’S
MYSTERIES.  SO WE NEED TO TRUST HIM BECAUSE WHILE WE DON’T KNOW
EVERYTHING, HE DOES!

II. WHEN WE TRUST HIM WE EXPERIENCE HIS CARE:
A. “Honor the LORD from your wealth And from the first of all your produce;  So

your barns will be filled with plenty And your vats will overflow with new
wine.  My son, do not reject the discipline of the LORD Or loathe His reproof,
For whom the LORD loves He reproves, Even as a father corrects the son in
whom he delights.”
1. Honor God by trusting Him and relying on His care.
2. Honor God by good stewardship of His provence.
3. Honor God by accepting discipline (teaching, training, correcion) as a

sign of His care for, and delight in, us.
B. The song said,

Don’t ask me how to prove to you why I know God is there
And how I know that He could care for you.

Don’t ask my why Someone so great
would choose to walk with me

And trade my broken life for one that’s new.

Go ask the child who’s got a dad
To love away the hurt he had

Before this Man called Jesus touched their lives.

Go ask the one whose fears have fled,
Whose churning heart was quieted

When Someone whispered ‘peace’ to all her strife.



Go ask the man to tell you more
Whose life was just a raging war

Inside himself until the Savior came.”

C. The song suggests that He cares enough for us
1. To walk with us.
2. To touch and change our lives,
3. To give us peace in our fear and strife and inner wars.

D. It doesn’t matter what, or how small or large, our distresses, He cares about us
and we need to trust Him.
1. “Do not worry then, saying, 'What will we eat?' or 'What will we drink?'

or 'What will we wear for clothing?'  For the Gentiles eagerly seek all
these things; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these
things.”  Matthew 6:31-32 (NASB).

2. “Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He
may exalt you at the proper time, casting all your anxiety on Him,
because He cares for you.”  1 Peter 5:6-7 (NASB) .

E. Dwight Morrow, the father of Anne Morrow Lindbergh, once held a dinner
party to which Calvin Coolidge had been invited. After Coolidge left, Morrow
told the remaining guests that Coolidge would make a good president. The
others disagreed. They felt Coolidge was too quiet, that he lacked color and
personality. No one would like him, they said. Anne, then age six, spoke up:
"I like him," she said. Then she displayed a finger with a small bandage around
it. "He was the only one at the party who asked about my sore finger."  "And
that's why he would make a good president," added Morrow.  (Bits & Pieces,
February 4, 1993, pp. 18-19).

WHEN WE TRUST HIM WE EXPERIENCE HIS CARE ABOUT HURTS OF THE PAST
AND PRESENT AND ABOUT WORRIES ABOUT TOMORROW.  SO TRUST HIM!

III. WHEN WE TRUST HIM, WHAT WAS DOESN’T NEED TO BE WHAT IS:
A. “Trust in the LORD with all your heart And do not lean on your own

understanding.  In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He will make your
paths straight.”  The Message says, “Trust GOD from the bottom of your heart;
don't try to figure out everything on your own.  Listen for GOD's voice in
everything you do, everywhere you go; He's the one who will keep you on
track.”
1. Well, we have all been off-track in one way or another, but we don’t

have to stay off.
2. The song said, 

“Go ask the man who’s found the Way
Through tangled roads back home to stay,
When all communications were destroyed.



Go ask the child who’s walking now,
Who once was crippled, then somehow

Her useless legs were made to jump for joy.

Go ask the one whose burned out mind has been restored;
I think you’ll find the questions not important as before.

Don’t ask me if He’s good or bad;
I only know the guilt I had is gone,

And I can’t tell you anymore.”

B. What was doesn’t have to be what is.
1. Just because we were “off-track” doesn’t mean we must stay derailed.
2. Just because we were alienated from home and family and God doesn’t

mean we must stay away.
3. Just because we were crippled spiritually doesn’t mean we can’t walk

steadfastly and straight now.
4. Just because we were burned out doesn’t mean we have to stay that way.
5. Just because we were full of guilt doesn’t mean we can’t be forgiven.

C. When we trust Him, what was doesn’t need to be what is. 
1. He changes things!
2. He changes hearts
3. He changes lives.

D. He is able
1. To blot out all our past sins and sorrows and shames.  Paul wrote,

“Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things
passed away; behold, new things have come.  2 Corinthians 5:17
(NASB).

2. To make life today different from, and better than, yesterday.  “Just as
you used to offer the parts of your body in slavery to impurity and to
ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer them in slavery to
righteousness leading to holiness.  When you were slaves to sin, you
were free from the control of righteousness.  What benefit did you reap
at that time from the things you are now ashamed of?  Those things
result in death!  But now that you have been set free from sin and have
become slaves to God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the
result is eternal life.”  Romans 6:19-22 (NIV) .

3. To prepare for us a wonderful, unimaginable tomorrow.  “No eye has
seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared
for those who love Him.”  1 Corinthians 2:9 (NIV).

E. Let me tell you about some people I know about personally whose past did not
continue to be their present.
1. I had a backyard neighbor who made it clear to me to leave him alone

about church.  He was a drinker and a fighter.  He and his buddies
laughed at Marlene and me because he borrowed the preacher’s picnic
table and was using it for a beer bash.



He broke his ankle and as he recuperated none of his friends visited.  In
lonely desperation he asked his wife to see if we’d come over and play
games.

To make it short, we did, we became friends, Jesus showed up and I
baptized Walt Chamberlain who now preaches at Madras.  His pas was
gone and a new and different today had come.

2. A high school boy from a dysfunctional home began coming to youth
group at Molalla.  He often stole food from a local grocery just to have
something to eat.  One night he accepted Jesus and was baptized.  He
outgrew his peers spiritually, stopped stealing, eventually became an
elder of the Molalla Christian church.

He had a heart attack in his 40's and developed cancer a while later.  His
Christian faith never faltered.  He made sure his family knew Jesus and
peacefully went home at 58.  Dany’s life up to his death was not the
same as his past before Jesus.

• WE NEED TO TRUST HIM BECAUSE THERE IS MUCH WE DON’T KNOW.
• WHEN WE TRUST HIM WE CAN EXPERIENCE HIS CARE.
• WHEN WE TRUST HIM, WHAT WAS DOESN’T NEED TO BE WHAT IS.

PRAY

INVITATION
In an email from Sunday Sermons I got this note: “Jerry Lewis once said that the best
wedding gift he received was a film of his entire wedding ceremony -- start-to-finish.  He
explained that when things get really bad in his marriage, he can go into a room, close the
door, run the film backward, and walk out a free man.

If some of you are feeling that things are really bad in your life right now, Jesus is inviting
you to go into a room, close the door, and run the film of your life backward, so to speak. 
He wants you to go all the way back to the moment you came into this world.  He wants you
to know that from the very beginning your heavenly Father cared for you and cherished you
and loved you because you are you.  He wants you to know that your heavenly Father
brought you into this world for a purpose.  He wants you to know that God's plan for the
fulfillment of all creation cannot be carried out without you.  He wants you to know that
whatever condition your life may be in at present -- with faith, you will overcome.  He
wants you to know that with faith, you will achieve the victory -- because God, your loving
Father is with you.”

Jesus Christ wants to take care of what has been in the past.

He wants to govern what is in the present.

And when He does, what will be in the future will be wonderful.



Ours is to trust  – to put our lives at His disposal knowing that He knows best.  So trust Him
– enough to obey.


