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One of the joys of Christmas is visiting, and being visited by, friends and family.  Sadly, people often
only see one another on special occasions like the one we celebrate this month.  

Visits from those we love revive warm memories, deepen attachments, and strengthen our
connections.  But wouldn’t it be surprising, shocking, startling, even stunning to have a visit from
an angel?  I’ve never experienced that, but Mary did.

Think about Gabriel’s visit to Mary.  Consider his message and Mary’s response as we read the text.

“Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city in Galilee called Nazareth,
to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the descendants of David; and the virgin's
name was Mary.  And coming in, he said to her, ‘Greetings, favored one!  The Lord is with you.’ 
But she was very perplexed at this statement, and kept pondering what kind of salutation this was. 
The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favor with God.  And behold, you
will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus.  He will be great and will
be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David;
and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no end.’  Mary said
to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’  The angel answered and said to her, ‘The Holy
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; and for that reason
the holy Child shall be called the Son of God.  And behold, even your relative Elizabeth has also
conceived a son in her old age; and she who was called barren is now in her sixth month.  For
nothing will be impossible with God.’  And Mary said, ‘Behold, the bondslave of the Lord; may it
be done to me according to your word.’  And the angel departed from her.”  Luke 1:26-38 (NASB). 

Listen in on the conversation when Gabriel went calling.

I. WE HEAR WORDS OF COMFORT:
A. “Greetings, favored one!  The Lord is with you.  . . . .  Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have

found favor with God.”  What specific comfort did Gabriel give?  He said,
1. “Greetings favored one. . . . .  You have found favor with God.”  The word for favor

means, “indued with special honor; made acceptable, to be endowed with grace.”
2. “The Lord is with you.”  He is near, not far removed; involved, not disconnected.
3. “Do not be afraid.”  

a. While fear of God is a healthy thing, Gabriel soothes her panic and  alarm and stark
fright. 

b. We need not fear perfect love which drives out fear.
B. God is still a God of comfort to those who have faith in Jesus Christ.

1. He still imparts grace and makes us acceptable to Himself.



2. His is still with us, working in, and through, and for our good.
3. He wants our awe and reverent fear, but He wants us not to cringe in terror.
4. No wonder Isaiah wrote, “‘Comfort, comfort my people,’ says your God.”  Isaiah 40:1

(NLT).
5. No wonder Paul could write, “All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

God is our merciful Father and the source of all comfort.  He comforts us in all our
troubles so that we can comfort others. When they are troubled, we will be able to give
them the same comfort God has given us.”  2 Corinthians 1:3-4 (NLT).

6. By the sick bed He imparts grace and comfort.
7. By the grave He says, “Don’t be afraid.” and gives comfort.
8. Through our tears about an errant child He is with us and gives comfort.
9. When relationships fail, marriages break up, friends forsake, He still gives comfort.

C. God is not our antagonist, He is our ally; He is not against us, He is for us.  We should take
great comfort in what He desires to do in our lives through Jesus.  He sent Jesus to send
Heavenly Comfort.

D. Jesus came to bring us God’s love and peace and comfort.  Let me show how that works in
real life.  You will remember praying for Chance Rodgers, the Klamath Falls boy who died
of cancer.  His mother, Jennifeer, wrote this week, “Grief is a tricky thing.  I'll be sailing
along in life and then a tidal wave of sadness will overtake me and I will be tossed and
battered, sinking in an ocean of despair.  It is a physical emotion - taking what is left of my
strength and hope and leaving me exhausted. I cry out to God and He picks me up,
comforting me.  No, I do not feel this with my physical being but with my soul.  I don't know
how He renews my hope. But I am able to face each day, getting out of bed and being mom
and wife. My logical mind cannot fathom how I can even still trust God after having my
worst fear come true. . . . . I thank God for giving me the strength to endure each tidal wave
of grief as it comes.  I thank Him for rescuing me each time that I am knocked over and feel
like I cannot do this again.  Knowing that I have a lifetime to live before seeing my son again
is discouraging, but I also have the knowledge and hope that I WILL see Chance again.
Keeping that hope gives me courage to face each day and to just keep swimming.”  That’s
comfort from God through Jesus.  But let’s keep eavesdropping on Gabriel’s visit.

II. WE HEAR WORDS ABOUT THE CHILD:
A. “And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus. 

He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give
Him the throne of His father David; and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and
His kingdom will have no end.”
1. “Jesus.”  That name

a. Is the Greek form of the Hebrew, "Joshua," and it means, "Jehovah is salvation," or
"is the Savior."

b. Is the highest name in the universe or even in Heaven, “God elevated Him to the
place of highest honor and gave Him the name above all other names, that at the
name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 
Philippians 2:9-11 (NLT).  Above all names means superior, more important than,
and more revered than any other name.

2. “Son of the Most High” not the product of a human father, but directly from Almighty



God.
3. King of all earth and heaven and of every potentate or king or emperor or ruler ever to

reign.
B. The song asks, “What child is this?”

1. “This, this is Christ the King Whom shepherds guard and angels sing.  Haste, haste to
bring Him laud, The Babe, the Son of Mary.”

2. The Bible declares Him the Son of God, the perfect man, the Savior, the Regent of
Heaven.  

3. The Babe of Bethlehem became the Sinless Servant, the Christ of Calvary, the Risen
Redeemer, the soon Returning Rescuer of His own.

C. This Child grew to be the Man
1. Who brought light and life, peace and joy, grace and mercy, redemption and salvation,

hope and anticipation from heaven to earth.  
2. Who is the one mediator between God and man, our Great High Priest.
3. Who became the Lamb of God Who takes away the sins of the world.
4. Jesus, Who is God’s Peace Child.

D. Let me illustrate.  In New Guinea tribes at war with each other will sometimes strike a peace
treaty in a unique way.  One father will take his newborn son and transfer that child to the
chief of the other tribe saying, “Plead the peace child.  I give you my son.”  Then a man from
the other tribe will do the same, placing his son in the hands of the other chief.  As long as
those boy children live, the tribes are bound to peace.  God sent His Son to bring peace
between us and Himself; Jesus is that Peace Child, God’s gift.  Let’s listen in again to that
time when Gabriel visited Mary.

III. WE HEAR WORDS OF COMPLIANCE:
A. “Behold, the bondslave of the Lord; may it be done to me according to your word.”

1. She didn’t fully understand because she said, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?”
2. But transcending the need for understanding was her desire to obey.  She believed,

trusted and complied.  That is what faith is; that is how faith responds; that is what faith
does.

B. This was no easy or cheap compliance.  Think of the possible, and even probable, cost and
consequences:
1. Her reputation could be in tatters.
2. Her parents could be furious; maybe even kick her out.
3. She might face an angry mob demanding she be stoned.
4. Joseph might terminate their engagement.
5. She might have to raise Jesus alone, a single parent, with no WIC or other social

assistance programs.
C. Yet, by faith, she obeyed.  

1. Faith is learning to obey Him.
2. Faith is essential to finding favor with God.
3. Faith that obeys is the response of a believing and trusting heart.  
4. Someone said, “The first desire in the child of God who wants to enjoy the favor of God

in his life is to die to self and surrender to the will of God in his life. The key word here
"servant" or "bondslave" means that Mary belonged totally to the Lord and gave Him full
permission to work His will in and through her life. This heart attitude enabled Mary to



worship the Lord in soul and spirit.”  She complied with the angel’s words.
D. To illustrate compliance, here’s a story about a boy we all know and love.  When he was in

first grade he went to the school nurse and she told him to sit in a chair and wait until she
could see him.  For some reason she left and he still sat on that chair.  When he didn’t come
home after school, his parents phoned the school and they said he’d gone home with another
student.  Dad and mom knew better than that, knowing their son. Before a search could be
undertaken, the school phoned that the boy had been found still waiting in the nurse’s office
as he had been told to do.  He started banging his foot on the floor and finally attracted the
janitor’s attention.  Told to sit and wait, our son John complied.

God sent Jesus to comfort save us.  That should motivate us to trust and obedience.  Like Mary let
us in humble faith surrender life and will to Him Who surrendered His Son for us.  Do so as we stand
to sing.


