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Do you ever enter the sweepstake surveys that show up on store receipts?  I send in so many
you’d think eventually one entry would hit paydirt!  I’ll just keep trying.

I am a Dallas Cowboys fan and win or lose I cheer them on.  One day they will win another
Superbowl!  

We like game shows: Jeopardy, Wheel of Fortune, Family Feud, Idiot test, the Match Game
and others.  We usually pick one of the contestants we want to win.

BUT THERE IS A BETTER KIND OF WINNING WITH MUCH MORE AT STAKE AND
A FAR MORE VALUABLE PRIZE!

“The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, And he who is wise wins souls.”  Proverbs 11:30
(NASB).

"Those who have insight will shine brightly like the brightness of the expanse of heaven,
and those who lead the many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.”  Daniel 12:3
(NASB).

I. IT IS THE BEST WORK:
A. We’ve all had some jobs that were good, some bad and some indifferent:

1. Some bummers for me:
a. While attending NCC three of us fellows picked up filberts for one day –

crawling around under the trees in the mud – working for 6 hours only to be
paid $3.00 each.

b. I did a one night stint as night watchman at Weyerhaeuser in Springfield and
they were milling hemlock – my allergies attacked with a vengeance; eyes
were about swelled shut, could barely breathe and had to quit immediately.

2. Some jobs were excellent: I loved working in the missile program at White Sands
Missile range in New Mexico, but it was not the best work!

3. Some jobs were okay but nothing I would want to make a career.
a. Working at the Timber Topper in  Springfield washing dishes.
b. Driving school bus to pay my rent.

B. What makes job a good one?  Some would say:
1. You produce a useful commodity.
2. You derive satisfaction.
3. There is a good opportunity for advancement.
4. You provide well for your family.



5. There is harmony at the workplace.
6. Excellent benefits and a great retirement plan
7. It is an act of sacrifice to the Lord.

C. But any earthly work is of lesser importance and impact than God’s work! When we
are winning souls, or endeavoring to do so, we are doing what God commissioned
the church to do; we are doing God’s work – the best work.  It is the best because:
1. It benefits those who are saved!  They are forgiven, made new and are reconciled

to God.
2. It benefits society!  Where people genuinely follow Jesus they contribute to the

health and welfare of their part of the world.
3. It glorifies and pleases God Who wants all to be saved!

D. Someone once asked Lyman Beecher, a preacher, “Mr. Beecher, what do you
consider the greatest thing a human being can do or be?” Without hesitation, the
famous pulpiteer replied, “The greatest thing is not that one should be a scientist,
important as that is; nor that one should be a statesman, vastly important as that is;
nor even that one should be a theologian, immeasurably important as that is.  But the
greatest thing of all is for one human being to bring another human being to Christ.”

E. Let me illustrate doing just that:  An elderly lady, Nell Whirry, attended my Bible
Study at Camlu a few years ago.  She told me that once on a commuter train her
husband engaged the man in the seat nest to him in conversation that led to talk
about Jesus.  He handed him a gospel tract with his contact information on it, and
asked, “Do you know Jesus?”.  The man jammed it into his pocket and said, “Mind
your own business.”.  Mr. Whirry said, “Telling others about Jesus is my business.” 
A couple of years later, Mr. Whirry gt a letter from that man in which he said, “I read
the tract you gave me and I am a believer now.  Thank you for minding your own
business!”  If Whirry had provided the cure for every sort of disease he wouldn’t
have done the best work.  

Winning souls is wise because it is the best work we can do.  It is also wise because:

II. IT IS UNSELFISH WORK:
A. I can’t deny that “What’s in it for me?” is a motivation to perform a task.  But

there is also something motivational about asking, “What’s in it for them?”
1. Some people won ‘t do anything in which they see no personal gain or profit.
2. But Jesus always put others first and served even though it profited Him little and

cost Him much!
3. He calls on all who follow Him to deny themselves and bear their cross.  That’s

basic unselfishness.
B. If we focus on or own good, or needs, or ease, or comfort, or convenience, that

selfishness will benefit nobody else but us – and how unChristlike that is!
C. Think of it this way:

1. Winning souls is unselfish because: though it might br inconvenient and it says,
“Your need outweighs my convenience.”



2. Winning souls is unselfish because: though it might cost us time and money
because we may have to invest less time and energy in personal interests to meet
the needs of someone who needs Jesus.

3. Winning souls is unselfish because:  though  it may expose us to rejection, rebuff
or ridicule we do it anyhow.

4. Winning souls is unselfish because: it puts Jesus, not self, at the helm, in the
driver’s seat and on the throne.

D. In all this, we need to remember that God does not demand success but He does
demand faithfulness!  You may never see the fruit of your labor until yo u get to
heaven.  One plants, another waters and God produces the fruit.  DON’T WORRY
ABOUT WHO GETS THE CREDIT – TOIL ON UNSELFISHLY!

E. To illustrate the unselfishness of soul winning, let me tell you about Patrick.  As a
young boy Patrick lived a comfortable life near an English coastal city where his
father was a deacon in their church. But at the age of 16, all that came to an end.
Irish pirates attacked his village, abducting Patrick and many of the household
servants. After arriving in Ireland, Patrick was sold as a slave to a Druid tribal
chieftain who forced Patrick to work with a herd of pigs. 

In the midst of all that pig filth, God began to transform Patrick's heart. In his
Confessions he wrote, "I was sixteen and knew not the true God, but in a strange land
the Lord opened my unbelieving eyes, and I was converted." Patrick became
convinced that the kidnaping and homesickness were actually opportunities to know
Christ better. "Anything that happens to me," he wrote, "whether pleasant or
distasteful, I ought to accept with [serenity] giving thanks to God ... who never
disappoints." 

After serving as a slave for six years, Patrick escaped, boarded a boat, and found his
way back home. Finally, he was back on British soil, warmly embraced by his family
and his community. In his own mind, Patrick was finished with Ireland for good.
Patrick was adamant: "It is not in my nature to show divine mercy toward the very
ones who once enslaved me." 

But once again, God changed Patrick's heart. Partially through a dramatic dream,
Patrick knew that God had called him to return to Ireland--not as a slave, but as a
preacher of the gospel. His family and friends tried to stop him, telling him, "Why
does this fellow waste himself among dangerous enemies who don't even know
God?"

Despite their objections, Patrick used his own money to purchase a boat and sail
back to Ireland in A.D. 432. Patrick then spent the rest of his life preaching the
gospel in Ireland, seeing many people come to Christ. He also passionately defended
the human rights of slaves, writing a letter of scathing protest to King Coroticus after
his soldiers had raided a village, slaughtered the men and sold the women into
slavery. 



Patrick never got over what God had done for Him. In his Confessions he wrote, "I
was a dumb stone lying squashed in the mud; the Mighty and Merciful God came,
dug me out and set me on top of the wall. Therefore, I praise him and ought to render
him something for his wonderful benefits to me both now and in eternity." (John W.
Cowart) 

Soul winning is wise because it is unselfish and benefits others.  And:

III. IT IS ETERNAL WORK:
A. Some things we do are undone as quickly as we finish.  

1. We repair something and then it breaks again.  
2. We mow a lawn and next week we have to do it again.
3. Marlene’s mother waited for several weeks for the glass pane in her kitchen

cupboard to b replaced.  Finally, Marlene’s dad fixed it.  That same day, I noticed
the door was slightly open, but I didn’t notice the object that was preventing
closure, so I pushed it shut only to have the pane shatter!

B. Some work just does not last!
1. Build a monument and it will crumble.
2. Erect a building and it will collapse.
3. Paint a house and it will fade and peel.
4. Bake me a batch of cookies just scorched on the bottom and they somehow

disappear.
C. But there is that work that will last forever: the winning of souls.  

1. Everyone will live for eternity beyond the grave– some lost and in darkness and
others saved in the light of the  presence of God.

2. There are souls lost and souls saved.
3. The best work, the most unselfish work and the eternal work is winning lost souls

to Jesus.
D. Three Christian boys shed their blood for Christ in Uganda.  The king had ordered

the arrest of these boys in an effort to stamp out Christianity.  The eldest was fifteen
and the youngest was eleven-year-old Yusufu.  They held fast their faith and staked
their lives on it, though people were weeping and their parents were pleading with
them.  

At the place of execution they sent a message to the king: ‘Tell his majesty that he
has put our bodies in the fire, but we won’t be long in the fire.  Soon we shall be
with Jesus, which is much better.  But ask him to repent and change his mind, or he
will land in a place of eternal fire and desolation.’  They sang the ‘martyr’s song.’
One verse says, ‘O that I had wings like the angels. I would fly away and be with
Jesus!’   

Forty adults came to Jesus the day the boys died. This was a new kind of life, which
fire and torture could not control. By the end of the first decade of the church,
hundreds had died.  They were only beginners, they knew little theology, and some
could barely read, but they had fallen in love with Jesus Christ.  Life had taken on



a completely new meaning.  The value of living and of living eternally had been
discovered. They were not hugging their lives, but ready to give them for Jesus. 

E. You are not being called on to die for Jesus but to live for Him and to do the work
of leading others to Him so they, too, might live forever with Him.

Someone, somewhere, at some time thought you were worth saving, so they introduced you
to Jesus.

Someone, somewhere, at this time is waiting to have you consider them worth saving and
to care enough for them to introduce them to Jesus!

When you do that, confidently but humbly, you will have done the best work, putting selfish
concerns aside and doing that which will last forever.  He redeemed you to bring others to
Him for redemption.  Will you do that?   


